
THE VARSITY.
the reason why 1 had neyer risen above medioerity ? That
was the proi)iCnIi 1bad to face, and 1 grew quite interested
in finding a solution to it.

For a long trne 1 was unable to discover anything;
indeed, 1 doubt whether, at tiîis date, i could set any
particular tinte for tlie acquisition of a knowledge which,
so far as 1 recollect, came to me gradualiy. The final
resuit of miy investigations was dedtnced froin a great rîum-
ber of incidents, of which 1 shall mention oniy the iast,
perhaps the most apparent.

At my father's request I liad finaily consented to con-
test the electoral riding of North Keewatin, in order, of
course, ta enter Parliarnent. After a ]tardI camipaign 1
carricd the seat. 1 made my maiden speech in the House
a montb afterwards. After 1 had sat down, andi it seemied
to me 1 lîad spoken forcibiy and with sortne point., my
father got np, And, with that force and ciirectriess for whîich
hie is famous, attacked the speech of ie mrember of the
Opposition. As hoe warmied to bis subjcct, 1 could have
imagined that it was inyseif, older, with more experience
anti more self-confidence, who was addressing the Coin-
monts. Yet my pour effort at a speechi became dwarfed
and forgotten, when placed aiongside of my father's clo-
quent argument.

1 went ba-ck to my hotel that evenîng, and, after hav-
ing dinner, 1 xvent to my room, and madie myseif conifort-
able for the niglit. This incident of the speech, together
with many others whicli 1 have kept noticed-I mean oc-
casions on which 1 seemed to have failed, and when
people appeared to have heen disappointed in me
-- these incidents 1 now exarnineti closely, anti at last
myconclusion was reachied. I was sure that 1 hiad now
the key to the situation-that 1 was at iast certain of the
reason for my oniy moterate success in life. I had made
sure by repeateti observations that it was iny fatlîer's faine,
an(l not by own stupitiity, which hatl sa oftcn, as it seed
to mie, retarded nie. It xvas by the comiparison of me, a
young rman, with my father, a nian of maturity and a states-
man, that I bath been kept back. The comiparison was, no
doubt, unfair, but it was forced on people by our very
position ; for, by my foilowing bis footsteps, even into the
halls of Parliament, comparisons were botind to arise, and
they nst of necessity have been unfavorable to mie.
From the constant comrparison of the less with the greater,
the leini begins to appear even smailer thai], pcriaps, it
really is.

1 know it miay he answerecl that tlic advantages wvhicb
I got from my father's influentiai position wonld more than
compensate for any over-sbadowing front whiclî I mriglit
suifer. Weil, the oniy reply 1 cati make is that, while yoti
are cntitied to give opinion, 1 also niay hold mine.

J ust last niglit 1 was stretched ont in an easy chair
witli my feet to the fire enjoying in my own quiet way a
srnooth going, old fashioned love story, whien there was a
knock at rny door, and MWbeaton came in. After taiking
of différent things I toid him of the discovery wbicb 1 liad
made. Dick smicd; but whetber the smile was one of
agreement or indulgence I have not been able to decide.
Once mare, in his own polite fashion, Dick tacitly refuscd
to be intcrested and turned the conversation into other
chanriels. W. A. R. KERR.
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ED. No-r.-The foiiowîng fragmient scens to expiain
itsclf. If it was flot found in the recent alterations at Ox-
ford, it is to the greater shame of Antiquarians that such
an opportunity for fintiing it was negiected. It is now
published for the first time.

Oct. 1. 1 doe herebie solemplie make resoincion to
studie aixvay, amiriding of my bookes and ye precepts of
niy ruaisters. Anti this doe 1 resolve, not alone because of
yc warninges add instructions of iny kmn anîd parents, but
eke for ye greater solace of my owne mind, for, if 1 doe not
diligentlie apply myscîf to reapingle ye harvest whiik, op-
portunitie hiath (thus to say) 'sowen for me, surelie Remorse
wiii gripe nie keenlie when ye daie of reckoninge cometh.
And thereto I adde, sith there be no few foolisli-mindcd
wights dweiiing in ye chauimbres hereabout, wbo do ever
make boast to doe no worke ere Michaeimas he past (whiik
is littie but biasphemie,) it weil behovetb me to reason with
theni as 1)est I may, bothe for their oxvne goode and the
greater contente of my proper conscience. Aibeit, tbey
doe gibe anti girde at mie alway,, and make ye Satan's
owne noyse at ail bouires of ye nighit-timc.

Nov, i. I have in yc late montb encompassed moche
sttie. I have ever sat atoilinge in miv clhaumbre, thon gb
veridie there iackcd not temptation to tiraw me forth. And
indeede in Aristotie hys Rbetoric it lieth plainlie written
that even to dwcll solitarie is yc beginninge of maduesse.
Sootlie to say there beethe no great delectation therein;
thereto muy chambre is passinge coid, and I wasted moche
time awarninge niy bandes at yc roofe of my mouthe. My
mind is no littie troubieti hv snares antd doubtes. I wiII
hie me to bcd and by sound slcepinge fiee ye Evil One bys
lures.

Dec. i. Aibeit ye sharpe abidance by vowes and
resolucions may weli lieip some weake knavcs, it doth wit-
nesse a riglit poore wilI and understandingc if a man may
not foliow iîys owne reasoun wben it so iiketh him and
seeth wvise. Thus believinge, 1 have adjudged it seen
lie to betake me one niglit from nîy toile to seek ye con-
course and societie of ye worltle. <Shotuld a wighit ever sit
witli hys lîcade under a candle ? I trowe îîot ) Thcy
cleped this thinge ant el t I.Jwne; it was ye first that ever I was
at, antI trnilie I was none too easie and bappie of mindc.
(Sooth to say 1 biat never thoughit my fecte werc s0 great
and cumibersomre, and that miy two bandes could of a sud
tien seen so manie. I was sore put to it to know whcerc 1
might bide ail of yc samie.)

Jan. i. In yc late month 1 wente to some ten At
Homes and Receptions, for it belioveth me to gain what cul-
ture I may. At ye laste (albeit it is littie seemie to write
down such follie) I did thereafter accompanie to lier dweil-
inge one of ye bravest damnseis ye sonne, or yc mnoone
(wvhichi befitteth botter such thinges) ever shone upon.
Riglht trulie did one of ve other scolaires ciepen bier a
peache, and readily liad I made essay to discover if yc
donne of bier faire cheekes would mub off 1 ike ye downe of
that same sweet fruite (nor wvould I have committed ye
sacriiege of touching lier witb my fingers) but sootlhe to
confesse, I durst not. Nay, 1 could scarce bring myseif
even ta speake to bier, my tangue beinge dryer than ye dry
bones of Holie Writte, and clave ta MiY jawes at every syîî.
able. Ye whiik I have si nce greatly marveiled over, nor
have I yet fuuind any philosophical cause thereof.

Now 1 miglitilic fearilest 'my moche studie ere Michael-
mas bave not doue some grievous burte ta my understand-
inge ; I cani scarce bring myscif to toile even in daytime,
and by candie-liglit I arn takcen with ye cravinge for ye
concourse and societie of ye worlde. And for that she is
ever in ye sanie concourse it may even be so with bier. I
shail make bold ta demand if sbe have ever suffcred ye
iikc; peradventure she may know a remedie whilk wiil
bring me cure.

Feb. i. Trulie yc coilege porter beeth a heedless
wigbt, littie reckinge thiat cieaniinesse iieth nigb ta godli-
nesse, for my quille hatb lain upon the floor a full fort-
night, and lie biath neyer moved ta pick it up. And
my bookes tdo show ahi of anc coloure for ye exceedinge


