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soap be used, it should be a superfatted one; it should not be the
ordinary yellow soap. The scaly material should be treated with
the greatest possible gentleness. and should only be rernoved by
degrees.

Next, shoulci tli child's head be kept covereci? I thinik iii-
fants' hecads are kept far too mucli covered; and if there is the
slightest tendency to, any inflanimnatory condition of the scalp it
is better that the child should flot wvear any forni of cap, especially
in the house, and wvhcn taken out should not bc too Nvarmly clad
about the head. Friction tends to, increase the blood-supply and
to cause irritation. If the patch of eczema does not disappear
it wvill go on to, a more acute condition and xviii spread in the formn
of circular patches, not only on the scalp but also on the i, ce.
Thence it Nvi1l corne down the front of the chest, and it nmay - ss
down behind the cars and so doîvn the neck, and in that way
there ni-ay be a complete collar formed around the neck. Then
patches rnay appear upon the abdomen and the back, and subse-
quently on the lirnbs. These patches may be red, slightly raised
and scaly, and to a sliglit extent irritable. But after a tirne the
(lisease wvil1 suddenly assumne an acute character, and wvil1 pa.ss
from flic first dry i-ed stage into an exudative stage, and there
Nvill be discharge. In parts there rnay be acute vesication or pus-
tulation. It is in a young child that eczema tends more especially
to becomne pustular. In a certain num-ber of days-or it rnay be
hiours-the discharge wvil1 dry and form crusts, and then the
typical condition of eczema of the infant ivili be met with, wîth.
thick crusts ail over flic scalp and face, and scattered about the
body. In the later stages there is a considerable arnount of irri-
tation. Ii flic case of the aduit it is ofiten explained tint the
eczema spreads by inians of scratching, but this cannot be s0 in
asrnall infant, which lias liardly strengtli enougli to .scratch:

therefore tiiere must be soine otiier explanation wliy these patches
spread. Many miothers are often in the habit of tying infants'
h:.uids or of enveloping tlîeiî iii bags so as to prevent thern
scratclîîng tlîemselves. I tliink it is a wrong and cruel thing to
do. If I hiad an eczema 1 should not like to have rny lîands tied
or enclosed in bags, and I do not sec why flic defenccless infant
or young- chilci should be so treated. It must be our endeavor
so to rnodif-y the process tlîat wve can give -the clîild relief without
putting it to that extra torture.

As regards the treatment of thîs form of eczema in the first
stage, whben it is only in circular scaly patches, it is to rny mmid
purely a local condition, and requires'no constitutional treatment
at aIl. The local treatnîent slîould be of flic very sinîplest and
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