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" T5E BATILE OF LUNDY'S LANE.

A Visit to the Eattle Ground Forty Years
Ago.

BY JOMY FRASEN, MONTREAL
No. 8.

Oa our retara from the falls—narrated io
Truri of Jast week -wo found a card from
a Mr. Auderson, or Captain Anderson, wait-
vsat tho inn.  Anderson was a noted char-
acter at the falls azd acted as guido or com-
panion to stiangers. llo had served in the
British Artillery on tho field of Lundy's
Lane.

The card was an intimaticn that he wasat
our commaad, and as a recom pento for his
tervices our hoat informed us that be hsg
arranged that watter, The Captain liked
his dram, as all old soldiers did, and our
hoat satieficd him that he and a friend of his
wounld have tne honor of drinking to our
health every day during our stay

The Captain proposed a walk to the field
of Lundy’s Lanc, within a milc of tho falls,
being closo by and borderivg on the villsge
of Drammondrille, Although it was San.
day, we conld not resist the temptation, ro
membesing that Watcrloo was fought on o
Sanday. Wo noticed that tho Captain had
{ortided himaelf by a visit to the bar before
startin .

I bis is the battle £cid of Lundy’s Lzre,’

£aid our guide, as he took bi« atand on the
{ront steps of the old church, in which the
country people wero then at merning #er-
vice. “There,” said our guide, diresting our
asteation to a certain part of the field, *‘was
Gencral Sir Gordon Drummend's position,
a1d thero™—pointiog to another part—*‘was
where our artillery was petted, on the frong
of tho hill, clces to the church whcro wet
wero then standing. There, to the right io
front of the hill,” he esid, “‘was the wayor
road by which the American Colonel Miller
advanced with his regiment at a bayonet
charge and captured our artillery, Layonct-
ing most of our nien and makiog pritonera
of the reat. Hurrah, boys ! hocried, fur
getting vnder the excitement of the moment
that ho was standiog on tho steps of a
chareh filled with worshippers. Theold man
waa actually carried tack romo thirty years
to tho real deaperate staugglo of that dread.
1. Lsyonct charge of which bic waw an eye-
witncss on that very spot. “‘Horrab, boys "
e cried, ““there”- pointiog to tholeft of the
Britizh porition—'*there ccmo the §9th
red coats, at a mad charge, with a wild,
ringing, British charging cheer,”  This out-
burst of enthusinam soon empticd the choreh
the people were anxious (o learn what wa,
going on outsido and to hear the old acldier
Sght Londy s Lane over again,

The country people afipeared to cpjoy it
very much; 5o 653 we. The whole scenc
was something new and strango to us. *Juat
thers in frant of us,” saldour guide, “‘across
that road—Icrdy's Lane— Colonel Miller,
clated by his first succers, had advanced to
mect the British $%th regiment —bayonet te
bayonet ; it was a shurt but bloody stroggle,
Tho Amcricars were repalaed with deeadful
slaughtor &nd our artillery recaptared.”

It was nearly thirty yeara beforo our visit
1hiat tho battle of Lundy’s Laze was fooght
on this epot during tho crening 20d nightof
tho 25¢h July, 1814 To make this article
more interesting to the young Canadianrca-
dor, we thall give a akort accocnt of the
several affaira aad mavements o! tho two
armics on the Niszarr. frontics daring tho
month of July, 1514, ureceding luady's

~

Tho arall British forro under General
Rl bad fall possession of the Canadian side
of tho Nisgara frontier, from Fort Erie, op.
porite Bufalo, down to Fort George, at tho
mouth of the Niugarariver, on Lake Qntario,
They also hold Fort Niagara, on the Ameri-
can sido of the Niagara, oppesite Fort
Geoge. The British headquarters wero at
Fort George. The American army of about
6,000 men of all arms, undor Goneral Brown,
crozsed from Buffalo and Black Rock, three
miles below Buffalo, on the 3rd of July;
rart crossed abovo Fort Eric, the main body
below, at Black Rock, completely surround.
iog and cutting off all communication bo-
tween the small body of British (less thaun
200 men) in Iost Erfe, and tho British ad-
vanced post at Chippewa,

On learning that the Amerjcans had
cressed the river. Geaeral Rial immediately
advanced his headquarters to Chippews,
thron miles above tho falle, and on tho $th,
the day after tho Americans had crosseds
marched up the Canadian bank of the Nia,
gara to relieve Fort Erie, 1t was then he
Irarned of ite surrender. General Rial was
forced to fall back on Chippoewa belors su.
perior numbers, not having over 1,500 meo,
There, at Chippewa, on tho afterncon of the
Sth of July, he mado a halt and took a stand
10 arrest the onward progress of the Ameii.
cans, but after a desperate fight was repulsed
with & loss of ahout 500 men.

Alter the battle of Chippowa the British
retreated to Fort George. The Amcricans
adran~cd as far as Queenston, having made
themselves masters of the wholesurrounding
country, which thoy retained for three
wesks. During this tizme they committed
ravages which remazin a lastivg disgrace to
the American Army. DBesides plunderiag
tho farm housesand country homerteadr, the
whole village of St. Davids, containing about
forty houscs, was burned to the groend.

Theso three weeks, frem the 3rd to the
25th of July, 1814, was the darkest period
for the British Arms during the whole war
of 1812 t0 1615. General Sir Gordon Drum.
mond was then et Kingston, about three
handred miles distant, by lacd route, from
the acero of conflict on the Niagara frontier,

Qa tho hrat intelligence of the roverses
reazhing Kingston, Sir Gordon Drumrmord
poeted for Yok (Toronto) from which place
hs sailcd cn Scndsy the 24th, reacnicg Fert
Goorge co tho 25th July, 1S14.  Previcusto
his arriv.] the Americans bad retreatad irom
Queenston to Chippewa. Geoeral Rial had
alao, sfier leaving a forec in the two Foits,
Forts George and Niszaia, rotrcated or fal-
len back to form a jonction with parts of the
103rd and 104th regimeats advancing from
Burling*on Hecights. Having met with the
expected reinidrcementa at the Twenty Mile
Creek, he, General Rial, Jaced about and
took up his march on Lundy’s Lace, having
fearned cn the mad cf the American retreat
from Quecnston to Chippewa.

The American General, having alo
learned of Rial's retreat from Fort George,
advanced agala that afternoon, the 23th,
from Chippews, Hence the mecting of the

advanced bodies of the now two sdvanciog
armics on Monday cvening, the 25th of
Jaly, on the field of Luady’s Lane.

Lundy's Lane! Ever to bo remembered
Caradian battle-ficld ! *Is tho epot marked
=ith no colossal burt, ner colomn trophied
for triomphal show? None!™ Reader,
youpg Canadian reader, have you over
stood on a battle-ficld of your country—one
on which you could claim to have havo had
over a scoro of relatives doing battle for
their Kiog and country, and among them
gomo of your ncarest kindred ? The writer
could claim this, and prided Limaclf, ny a

Tane,

Yoy, while standirg on tho licld of Londy's

Lano, of having had. besides many distant
zelatives, two of his mother's brothers fore-
most in tho fight on that ever glorious bat-
tle-field 1 Theae two—then young soldlers—
afterwards beeame, respectively, the colonel
and mujor of tho lat Regiment of tho Glen-
garry Rigblanders, whom tho writer met at
tho head of their rogiment at Boauharnols,

on the 11th of November, 1538, as described
in our No. § artic’e in Troi,

General Sir Gordon Drummond, immedi-
ately atter his arsival at Fort George, took
up his line of march by way of Queenston
to support the advanco of Gieneral Rial
from the Twonty Mile Creck on Londy's
Lane, (the hoat, under a broiling July cun,
was excenive), but on hia Drummond’s)
arriving within threo miles of tho ficld, ho
found that Rial had already decided on a
retrogade movement beforo euperior pum-
bers—that ho was actually egain in retreat.
This backward nio vement was arisrted by
General Drummond, who ordered a face
about and o rotumn to Lundy's Lace. The
British force was now increased to a little
over 3,000 men. Tho American furce
amounted to neatly 5,06.0. Then began in
carncet that fearfel struggle cn Lundy's
Lace. Tho Americans fought with a sure
certainty of victory. They bad been zuc-
cewlul 1 cvery aflair duiing the month.
The Canadian Militia fouglit with a des
peration.  They were geaded on nearly to
madncss by tho outrages perpetrated on
their homes by the Amcricans.  Revenge
war their battlo cry.  We shall not attempt
to deacribe that fearful hand to-hard and
{oot.ta-feot deadly etrugglo—the giving avd
tho taking of death! Exery man in the
British ranks fought asif tho fato of the
Empiro rested on his bayonet.  S.atlercd
bands, nghting indcpendenitly, here, there,
and overywhero over the field, were blazing
at cach other within pistol shot range, and
bsyouoting or clubblng with tho butt end
of their muskets or rifles at closs guarters
intho dark. *It wasblocdy, butchering
work,” aaid an old soldicr. There, within
a wmall compsss, and in somo places in
heaps, over 1,70 men lay dead and dying
on that fatal field, beicg over one-fifth of
tho combatants engsged !

Tho Amecricans, worsted at ali points,
withdrew slout midnight to Chippews,
icaving the litele British force masters of the
field —of a field covered with the dead and
tho dy10g of both armices, and en which the
victors rauk, totally cxhauated after their
six hours’ hard B htiog and their long
iarch doring the carly part of tho day
from Fort Georgo ard ths Twenty Mlile
Creok.

Who can picture that field? The thun-
ders of Niagwra, sileced or drowned dur
ig the rago of battle, wero orco more
heard, and tho =till nearer sounds—the
groans of tho wornded and dying—rang io
tho ears of the survivors as they eank down
exhausted o the won ficld to seck yorose

At carly sonrite on the 26th of July
1614, the tield of Lundy's Lanc prescoted a
ghastly sight, Tho desd and the dying lay
thick around! The heat was 20 intenso
that the bodics had to be dispeecd of with
out dolsy. The dcad were collected axd
pleced in two beaps to bo burned—the Bri-
thh dead in one¢, tho Americans in the
other. Tho fires were then lighted, and
what remaaiced of that mess of ¢living
valour” of yesterday £z soon reduced to &
smouldering pile #i ashos. A fearful neces-
sity ! It had 2o bedone, Patrefaction had
st in ; a terribloatench aroro from all parts
of tho ficld! Long bufore hefora break of
day of the 26th, and cven beforo tho crown
ing cheers of tho victors had roached the

camp {ollowers, the ficld of Lundy's Lance

presonted another sight, perhaps tho sad-
deat, tho most affecting one, full of hopes
and fears, condected with a battlo-field,
Closs by, in the rear, ax camp followers,
listening in fearful suspenso to every volley
and cheer from that fatal field, wero hun
dreda of womeon sud childron, tho mothers,
the wivos, the daughters, tho sietors of the
brave mon of tho Nisgara District. Thete
were early on tho ficld, searching among
tho living, the dead aud tho dsing forloved
cnes ' KEven these forgot for tho moment
thelr dead, in the geueral rejoicings of a
great national victory 1

The victora bad not much time for rest.
Tho British forco preparcd immeodiatoly to
advaoce, to follow up tho epemy. The
Americang had rotreated during tho night
to Chippowa, but the next day they con
tinued their retreat in great disorder to
Fort Erie, throwing all their artillery and
heavy baggage into the Nisgars, The
greator part of them croased tho river at
Black Rock and Buflulo, leaving a strong
forco in Fort Erio,

— —
THE QUEEN AT WIRDBOBR.
DY CANNIFF HAIGNT, ESQ

In a fow days roore wo sha'l have the
pleasuro of celebrating anotber Quecn's
birthday. The ovent has been obrerved fir
along time in Canada, and probably wish
more favor than in England itsolf. Ido
not thiok the Caaadian, asarule, is a very
demcenatrative perzon, but bo apprecistes
pregress and stability, and hence tho privil
cges ho oajoys as a subjoct of tho wmost en
iightened and progressive nation in the
world, and his love for tho noble woman,
whokassolong and so ably reigned overit,is
decp and carnest.  In the Qacen Lo feels
that ho has an embodiment of those nobler
traits which make np the character of troe
womanhood, and thus it is that tho throb
bings of his heart towards her are ever leal,
and the prayer that frequently springsto
his lips is truthful and sincero * God save
our Queen.”

Soveral years ago I had the gratiGeaticn
of apcndivg somo timo in Frgland. Im
mediately after arriving &t Livergool 1 pro-
ceeded to theNorthem part of Lancaski cto
vieit sowe fricnds there, and frem there pro
ceoded to Bristol on a ajmilar errand. My
stay in this fico <1d city was very cpjoy
able, and perticularly the excurtiors we
made from time to 1ime to different peicts
outside. One day it would be to the
ruing of an old castle or abbey, or anotber
to & place of historic intercat, but nobicg
delighted mo mero than the raral aceaery ot
tho south and weat of Evgland, Ican
bardly tkink of anythiog more enjoyable
than bourdicg ot leisure threugh griet
laucs, beside green hedges redolnt with
the fragrance of wild roso and hozey-
suckle, under tho hadow of great tuces, ot
through fields ablaze with floral beauty

After fitting for rome timo around Len-
don, not unlike a moth arcusd alightd
lamp, I was drawn into it and lost in the
midat of ils millicns. My first pight vay
onc of oppressivo loncliness.  Itzcemed to
mo that my personality had faded away in
tho heart of this vast city, This, boweser,
did not laat long ; the multiplicity of things
to bo scen soon aveotbed attention, ard my
tits of lonelincss were quickly dispelled. My
sttention was called ono morning at break-
fast toa grand revicw that was to take placy
that day at Windsor in the presence of Her
Majeaty and Royal family, in bonor of the
Shsh of Pcreia, then o Evngloud, wheno
entreo into London I had already witressed,
A Torento fricad chanced to bo stoppirs at
the samo hotel, and after a brief copaultatizg
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