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to be o1 the <ame small proportions as it has been since Decem-
ber  On the other hand, there is enough backbone and a good
enough undercusrent of strength to make prices firm and
Letter as soon as anything like a fair demand shows tself

Curuntiz.~Prces i this market have agamm advanced.
Yarns have gone up sull Iugher, and hsles are exceedingly
scarce and hard to procure cven at prevalling high  prices
Spinning mills do not care to accept long contracts, and as
manufacturers therefore have to buy the yarns i limited quan-
tities, they cannot hold thar prices any length of time, but have
to figure with new cost of raw matenals and advanced wages
almost every week.  Nearly all plamts are shost of help, and
gils especially are very scarce, and tost mulls have large
stucks on hand which they cannog get sewed up. Coal 1s still
very scarce, owing to the stnkes in the Bohenuan and Saxon
numes, and manufacturers are inconvemenced very matenally
1 consequence.  Some of the large dyeworhs are very short,
and of the steike lases any length of tme mwany of these large
cvablishments will have to close up until the coal famne
cases. Orders have been less plenniul during the past week,
bt this 1s not astomslung, as neacdy all the regular consumers
have large orders undelivered, and would hhe to see part ot
them slupped belore placiig new ones  1n women's hosiery
black 1s stll hought fargely, although a considerable part of the
orders called for oxtiacted and printed goods. I these col
orad grounds are bought largely, espectally navy blue, cadets
and reds. The demand for low grades of cmbroideries
wonen'’s hose has fallen oil, as the mercased cost has put them
out of the range of popular prices.  Better goods, however, sull
hnd a ready saie. For men's wear embrodered  styles are,
however, very popular, and extensive assortinetts of new pat-
terns are shown, mostly 1 small cffects 1 one or two colors
Large, loud patterns are i small request. The glove mmket
1» advancing just as rapidly as the hosiery, and prices change
almost from day to day. Large orders have been placed, and
Emt gloves cspecially are having a run this season, so that sev-
cral mannfaciurers of that hine are already completely sold up
far the yecar.

KNITTING INDUSTRY IN NOTTINCHAM.

AE——

The Umted States Consul at Notungham, i one of s
recent reports to  the State Department, Washington, D.C,
gives certain statistics showing the exports from Great Britain
of hostery and wmachiery for the manufacture of hosiery and
lace, for the last twenty-two years. The value of exports of
hosiery for 1898-99 was less than $300,000, being the smallest
amount of any year during this period, except 1897-98, when 1t
amounted to a lutle less than $200,000. The value of exports
was the largest for the year 1882-83, when it amounted to over
$1,600,000. Perhaps the most interesting statistics are those
giving the value of Enghsh machmery that 1s exported to the
United States, which amounted m 180899 to $105,000. The
exports of this machinery to this country have been parucu-
larly large since 1890, amounting to $340.000 tn value 1 1891-2.
The maclinery ttem has had no separate record showmg the
relative value of lace and hosiery machinery eaported, unul
since the Arst of January, 18009, when for the first six months
27 per cent of the valuz of these exports consisted of hostery
tnachinery, and 73 per cent. of lace machiuery,

In speaking more particulacly of the kmttng industry ot
Nottngham, the consul writes that w a general way the
Rreater proportion ol employees consists of  girls, their ages
runming from 13 to abont 22 years. Bntish law prolbits the
cmployment of cluldren under 13 years The trades umions
the manufactuning centres are compactly orgamzed, but the
excrcise of good judgment and the enltivation ot better relations

between employers and employecs, have largely climinated the
strife so conspicuously prevalent a few ycars ape

Some fourteen years ago, one proment concern with a
manufacturing existence of over a century removed 1ts works te
a village a few miles distant from Nottingham. It was not so
stated, but can here be correetly asserted, that among the prim-
ary 2auscs of rcmoval was the constant friction with trades
unionism at that time. In its new location, the firm largely
created its own cnvironment, and has since operated with per-
fect independence, with results satisfactory both to the manage-
ment and to the employees.

The hours of labour in knitting mills arc from 6 a.u to
6 p.m., or from 7 a.m, to 7 p.m,, with the usual lunch hows, ln
a talk with one of the managing directors, he stated that full
operatives carned from $io to $15 per week, and minor oper-
atives from $1.25 to §6.25 ver week  This firm's output com-
prises plamn and fancy cotton and merino underclothing for
both sexes, women's hose, men's hose and half hose, and a
great varicty of textile goods.  Besides the home traae, ihe
exports go chiefly to Europe, Asia, India. the United States,
and Briush colonies throughout the world  Perhaps the smooth
operation of this semewhat independent concern can be ascribed
to 1ts humane treatment of operatives. About 000 hands, mostly
females, are employed, For the women and girls an iron build-
g, seatmg two hundred, has been erected, with a view to com
fort, recreation and nstruction. Classes are under Govern-
ment mstruction and carn grants on results  There is a similar
mstitute for men on another site. Qut of their wages these
operatives voluntarily contribute to private sick clubs and
hosgitals. In this way, in the past yecar, over $1,000 were
collected.

This instance 15 given as a somewhat interesting exception.
In the average city factory, operating under the striciest of
union rules, work 1s also done entircly by the piece. For
fcmales the hours are from 9 aan. to 6 pan.; for males, trom
6.30 a.m. to 6p.m., with once and one-half hours for lunch, or
fifty-four hours for five and one-half days, Saturday bLemng a
hali holiday.

Nottingham is the largest consumer of yarns, both cotton
and woolen, in England, and Manchester is the greatest selling
market.  The Australian drought of last year, and the unusual
discase there and in other colomes among the flocks, scem 10
be chictly responsibie for the nise in woolen yarns, still main-
tained, which has amounted to about 20 cents per pound since
September last By far the greatest bulk of woolen and cotton
yarns used is English spun, coming chiefly from Manchester;
but the exact proportion is difficult to estimaie. The German
yarns are next in favor, costing, nowing to cheaper German labor,
approximately the same as similar grades of homespun.

In speaking of the use and comparative merit of English
and Gurman yarns and their cost, one manufacturer stated that
he would price the best standard English cashmere at 729
cents per pound and a similar German yarn at 679 cents—a
difference in American money of § cents per pound in favor of
the German yarn  In all respects, save one, he said, the yarns
would be identical, the German having a peculiar soft firish
that for seme reason is not secured by the English spinners The
varying taste of different markets, is. of course, consulted in the
choice of yarns.

Notungham exports almost every conceivable article in
wool, cotton and silk classed under the expansne trade term
of hostery, which mcludes underwear of all descriptions, as well
as golf, outing and sporting specialies. Each manufacturing
conicern seems to have its own peculiar export fields, and these
it holds and extends by catering to local demands as to style,
price. and quahty, extreme care and pride being shown in main



