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The idea of going to Canada is said to have been

first suggested to Mr. Mackenzie by Mr. Edward

Lesslie, of Dundee. He was elated at the prospect

which the New World held out to him, and gave ex-

pression to his hilarity in a demonstrative manner.

Before starting for Canada, he visited France. The

date of this visit cannot now be fixed with certainty

;

but it was probably in November or December, 1819.

He confesses to having, a little before this time,

plunged into the vortex of dissipation and contracted

a fondness for play. But all at once, he abandoned

the dangerous path on which he had entered, and after

the age of twenty-one never played a game at cards.

A more temperate man than he was, for the rest of

his life, it would have been impossible to find. -[
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