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This morning in my riding the Manitoba Metis Federation
held a ceremony to mark the 109th anniversary of his death, to
recognize Metis Week and proclaim November 16 as Louis Riel
Day.

[Translation]

On March 10, 1992, in response to a government petition, I
applauded the government’s gesture of recognizing Louis Riel
as the founder of Manitoba and his contribution to Canada. That
same day, I requested that we go one step further and recognize
him as one of the fathers of Confederation. This is still my
position.

[English]

PARTNERS IN EXCELLENCE PROJECT

Mr. John Cannis (Scarborough Centre, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
1 would like to bring to the attention of the House the co-opera-
tion that exists between corporations and high schools in Scar-
borough.
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Recently Novopharm, a Scarborough based pharmaceutical
firm, announced a partners in excellence project with Sir John
A. Macdonald Collegiate Institute. The program will promote
the study of science at the high school level.

The company will sponsor science related events such as the
junior science olympics. It invites students to participate in a
corporate environment. Students will gain hands on experience.

The school will have the opportunity to undertake exciting
new and bold initiatives. Together Novopharm and Macdonald
Collegiate will be able to offer the highest quality educational
opportunities.

I would like to take this opportunity to compliment and
congratulate Mr. Leslie Dan of Novopharm and Mr. Glen Tarver,
principal of Macdonald Collegiate for their initiative in estab-
lishing this program.

DEFICIT BONDS

Mrs. Karen Kraft Sloan (York—Simcoe, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, I would like to take this opportunity to put forward a proposal
to help the Minister of Finance combat the deficit. This idea
evolved from a town hall meeting at the Green Briar Senior
Citizen Community Centre in Alliston.

These constituents suggested the issuance of a deficit bond
which would enable the government to buy back foreign owned

debt. This would be similar to the war bond concept used during
World War II.

These senior citizens expressed their concern for the deficit
and the impact it will have on future generations. They have also
expressed their willingness to help the government in deficit
reduction.

I urge the Minister of Finance to seriously consider this
constructive suggestion as a means to curtail the deficit.
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[Translation]

SOCIAL PROGRAM REFORM

Mrs. Pauline Picard (Drummond, BQ): Mr. Speaker, a
study commissioned by the Quebec health and social service
council shows that the past four years have been particularly
hard economic times for Canadians. Everyone suffered from the
recession, but the hardest hit were the disadvantaged who were
unable to re—enter the labour force.

Commenting on the social reform and emphasizing the fiscal
restraints imposed by governments, Pierre Fortin, an economist,
sums up the situation as follows: ‘“There is no need to turn
everything upside down on account of a temporary slump. The
danger is that a system that our parents and grandparents took 40
years to build will be destroyed”’.

We must not do away with our social security system at the
first sign of trouble. In such circumstances, the role of govern-
ment must be to help the disadvantaged, not to crush them.
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[English]

CANADA PENSION PLAN

Mr. CIliff Breitkreuz (Yellowhead, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, I
have just completed a series of town hall meetings in my riding
about the desperate state of Canada’s social programs.

Constituents were dismayed to learn that in just 15 years
current social safety nets plus interest may consume 100 per
cent of federal spending. But what upset them most was the fact
that they are getting ripped off worse than they thought by the
federal government.

They thought they were paying into the Canada pension plan
as an investment for their retirement. But because of govern-
ment mismanagement, the CPP fund is short hundreds of
billions of dollars which means that contributions are little more
than a payroll tax.

Constituents want to know why the Minister of Human
Resources Development did not address the CPP problem in his
discussion paper. They wonder why the minister is not moving
away from the present debt ridden social welfare state.



