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a  Tonic to tone up. the-
b System, improve the appetite-

rease mental vigor. Try our

pound Syrupof”
pophosphites

$1.00
RUS H. BOWES

CHEMIST,
OVERNMENT STREET,
(Near Yates Street.)
ES 425 and 450.

peders, Attention?

alryman’s and Live Stock Associa-
e again elected me as their secre—
d I have been instructed to arrange
ipment of Breeding Stock from the-
Provinces, and I am now nrepareéd
P you prices, and give such other
fon that will insure- getting good,
ble stock at reasonable prices.
I be my earnest endeavor to give-
e satisfaction to the patrons of the
ion In the future as I have in the
p years.
ersons wanting stock out with this.
t, who have already purchased, cam
y applying for space on or before
day of April next.
Bs all communications to

W. P

NOTICE.

hotice that 60 days after date I In-

apply to the Chief Commissioner of
ind Works for permission to pur-
he  following land, situate on the
River, Cassiar District, more par-
described as follows: Commencing
st marked ‘“Martin Letnes N. E.

thence west 30 chains, thence
0 chains, thence east 30 chains,
porth 40 chains, comprising an Isl-
aining 80 acres more or less calle®
gland, situated 8 miles more or less
e junction of the Eckstell River
P Skeena River,

ber 20th, 1903.

MARTIN LETNES.

D — Competent w orking ~ house-
, with long experience, desires
n. Address X. Y. Z., Times Office-

D—We have continual inquiries for
ver Island farm lands. If your
y is for sale write us at once, giv-
1 particulars, and we will sell it for
it can be sold. Heisterman & Co:,
8 B.C;

BERRY PLANTS—Magoon, Im-
Sharpless, Royal Sovereign, Glad-
and twenty other varieties. Write
e descriptive price list.. Tanner

Avondale Strawberry Farm,
5 P. O., South Saanich.

THE NERVES and you will con-
ost every disease that flesh is heir
b foundation of health is a perfeet
and good digestion—these right and
insured plenty of nerve force, per-
ulation and pure blood. Soutls
n Nervine is a wonder worker—
rve force—makes rieh blood. It'S
ble “BElixir of Life.”” Sold by Jack-
0. and Hall & Co.—132.
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1APANESE WON RACE
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I s unnt and the Chinese are work-

Askold was in a sinking condition,
the Novik was badly damaged and a tor-

Japanese possess full command of

dpanese on cither side of the Russian

GAINS

T RUSSIANS

~Report. of Bombardment Not
Yet anﬁrmed. "

1z, Manchuria, March 1.—The
have occupied Ichio Yang,
and are now fortifying the walls
town.
wus the objective point of Gen.
nko, who, with a detachment of
(ossacks, as announced yester-
reached Kasanaja, Korea, and
ypected to arrived at Iebio Yang

ment of’ Russian troops is.in
borhocd of Ichio Yang.
Ioreans are averse to giving the
. information ' regarding the
s of the Japanese.
1ese troops around Liao Che
reinforced. Yuan Shi Kak the'|
commander-in-chief, has 10,000
S near
with General Ma.
ving, in the province of Chi Li.

Fresh troops

on, March 1.—A dispatch.to. the
Telegraph from Ying Kow, dated
“Fifteen Japanese
bombarded . Port
this morning.

29th, says:
furiously
from 10 -o’clock

n accompanied by - four torpedo
«amed out to meet the attack,
were, hovewer, forced to retire.

sunk. The Russian battleship
was

boat
~d

e pause in fhe war operahuqs in
ar East was broken by ancg E
vse dttack on Port  Arthus
7 the foregoing brief account is
I. This report, however, shows
ition of the now familiar tacfics
pan. It is presumed that this at-
made in bad weather.
ious telegraphic advices have re-
1 a severe gale raging at Port
As usual the Japanese did not
in long enough off the harbor to
e the gunners at the forts to get
range. Again also the same
the Bayan, Askeld and Novik
out to meet the atitack and this
{s that either they were the only
e \x'lps there or ‘that the larger

) news is published here to-day of
itions or movements other than at
Arthur. As an indication that

1, the Shanghai correspondént of
ily Express says it has been offi-
ounced that the Japanese mail
rvice  between Shanghai and
n wi ill be resumed Saturday with-

from Shanghai to - the
says the Russians areé
uns from the disabled
thur to the forts there.
'om Ulefoo to the Stand-

dated
cruiser {
Imx without s on the morning
and it is believed they. .em-
Japanese who took refuge

e after the attempt to botfle up Port

Tokio correspondent of the C[&mes
steamers sunk by the

leship Retvizan at Port Arthur part-
struct the entrance to the hanber.
The Land Skirmish,

1efoo, Feb, 29.—The twenty-mlﬂﬂl
infantry, occupying Ping

Junipin Fu, while 15,0004

again damaged. Thei

in northern Korea, where the Russians
are scouting over an extended area,
close to the Japanese positions, but a_
general eungagement is not expeeted tovr
some time.

The Rusgian force south of the Yalu
river is inconsiderable, - its greatest
strength seeming to be in the vicinity
of Wiju:: North ef the Yalue the Rus-
sian "army is constantly increasing in
numbers and is being mobilized, but the
chances of its assuming the offensive .
are slight.

The Japanese are coustantly strength-
ening fheir position and increasing their
forces in Korea.

Reports Loss of Vessels.

St Petersburg, Feb. 29.—An official
pews: agency te-day published the fol-

- !o\\'mg dispateh:

“Port Arthur, Feb. 29.—According to
advices from Pekin, Prince Ching has
pointed out to the Japanese minister that
| the attitude of ihe Japanese in China,
who for more than a week have been
spreading mendacious reports, is calen-
lated to cause a rising of the Chinese
population against the Europeans. The
Prince therefore requested the Japanese
minister to take-the necessary preventive
measures.

“It is confirmd that a Japanese tor-
pedo boat destroyer was blown up, &nd
another sunk during the recent fighting.
Thg wreek of the latter was subsequent-
1y avashed asbore,”

The Courier de Tientsin says in spite
of thgﬁfapanese measures 10 conceal their

cruiséers Asama - and
Tokima have been towed to Nagasaki
to repair damagés which -they have sus-
tained.

: Rumored Bombardment.

St.. Petersburg, Feb. 29.—The Novoe
Vrvemya to-day publishes a remarkable
editorial on the parallel between Port Ar-
thur and Sebastopol, pointing out that
the ports are identieally situated, Golden
Hill ecorresponding to the Malakoff,
Dalny to Eupatoria, Admiral Alexieff to
Admiral Nachimoff, and the Retyvizan to
the Tria Svaatitelia, but the editorial
warns the Russians to abjure fatalistic
beliefs.

Althougn written without knowledge
of Gen. Stoess’s equally remarkable gen-
eral order (issued at Port Arthur yes-
terday, the Novoe Vremya’s editorial
comes as a strong reinforcement of its
purport, that Port Arthur must in no
case be surrendered: Both seem fo fore-
shadow a sjege of Port Arthur and &
bombardment, which a dispatch from
Liae Yang says it is rumered at New-
chwang will oecur to-morrow.
Official opinion eontinued to be that
the Japanese will make no attempt to
invest Port Arthur immediately, al-
though it'is admitted that they evidently
are d¢étermined to force matfers ag rapid-
ly as possibie. In 1894 they landed on
the northern part of ‘the peninsula and-
the Chinese made no resistance. - Still it
took twenty-eight days before Port Ar-
thur was really invested. The object of
the Japanese now may be to ayeid the
preliminary delay by disembarking their
troops at Pigeon bay.

“If they do,” says &  naval expert,
“they will -meet with opposition which
will render their plan impracticable.”

Advance of Cossacks.

Liao Liang, Manchuria, Feb. 29.—
Foreigners living at ¥Yin Kow say that

on Sunday met a body of Russian
IV scouts north of Ping Yang and
e them: back,

s estimated that 60,000 Japan-
troops have landed at Chemulpo.
tr J\]mrl\ now are not escorted »y
yesse \

]I[\'ll se  who manned the
0t vessels which were sunk at
\ulm, on landing here shaved
ads as a mark of disgrace they

the failure of the projeet. The

f the Jinsen Maru wrote their
s on the foremast flag, which re-

above water when the ship went

Quiet at Harbin,
Feb. 29.—The

‘bin, Manchuria,

gly, providing food for the
I community, and collecting sums
e Am\p]tal trains which are being

Invreaﬂnv in Strength,

v, Feb, 29.—Telegrams reporting
mall engagement between Russian
_:'ml Japanese outposts at Ping
‘v-day, fail to mention any casual-
[t is presumed there were none on
t of the small number of men en-
and the distance s-epamtmz the
ng detachments;
Is reported’ here that there will
sinall engagements soon somewhere

the Japanese fleet received orders to at-
tack and capture Port Arthur by March
1st-at all costs.

General Mashtchenko with a detanh-
ment of mounted Cossacks has reached
Kasanga, Korea, His men and horses
are in good condition, and he is well sup-
plied with. provisions. The Korean offi-
cials are fleeing from the place traversed
and are informing the Japanese of the
approach of the Russians. The Cossacks
have seized the telegraph-line in Nerth
Korea. A Japanese major, Togo Tanu-
siro, and five men, captured by Cossacks
at Wiju, have been brought ' to Liao
Yang.

The concentrdtion of Chinese troops
westward of Mukden, in the district of
Gubantsa, is not relished by the Raus-
sians. War material is heing brought
up and the militia pésts -are being
strengthened. The people at several
pomts refuse to sell produce to the Rus-
sians, Snow storms are raging here and
the frost is intemse. The railroad is
working perfectly and troops are arriving
uninterrupted.

Russian Ships in Canal.

Suez, Feb. 29.—The Russian cruiser
Aurora, and some of the Russian tor-
pedo boat destroyers, have entered the
canal ;

Near Colombo.

w: thatgshesbattlestip +
ma andk%?

ported to be cruxsmg 350 miles west of
Colombo,
Raussian Retugees

Paris, Feb. 20.—Admiral Bayle, in
command of the French Far Eastern

marine that Russia has chartered a ship
to go to Saigon, capital-of French Indo-
China, to take on board refugees. It is
presumed that these are the Russian
sailors resemed by the French ecruiser
Pascal at Chemulpo, Korea, and that it
may - involve the quéstion of the pro-
pnety of their bemg turned over to Rus-
2 Mng A.ecompany ‘Russians, _i

Washington, Feb. 29.—The Rusalan
army formally has granted the request
of the United States that certain officers
of the Ameriéan army be permitted to
accompany the Russian troops and- wit-
ness their -operations in the war with
Japan. VUnited States Ambassador Me-
Cormich in a eablegram informing Secre-
tary Hay of this fact, states that the
officers- cannot join the Russian army
before April 15th of the Russmn calen-
der,

sia. 2

Satisfactory.

St. Petersburg, Feb. 29.—The state-
ment of the commander of the™United
States gunboat Vicksburg regarding the
Chemaulpo affair, was communicated  to
the foreign office by the Associated Press
correspondent, and was received as a
complete and . -satisfactory explanation.
Regret was expressed that the incident
had created so- much feeling here. “We
had no official advice on the subject,”
said one official, “but as the incident was |
attracting attention here, it is a
source of ‘gratification to learn that the
statements made were not only untrue,
but that the WVicksburg was the: first to
render aid. When the-truth is generally
known it will doubtléss go far to allay
the 1rr4tat|o*1 caused by the original re-
ports.””

When -the government - receives -an
official report of the aid rendered by the
Vicksburg to the Russian wounded it
will express to the United States its
formal thanks as in the case of British,
Freneh and Italian warships.

A’ further consignment of guns and
ammunitigb was dispatched hence to the
Far Bast to-day. All the churches are
filled with ‘soldiers offering up their de-
votions Prior to their departure for the
Far Easti—

Eﬁontraband. of War,

’Wanh}ngfnn. Feb. 29.—The ‘state de-
partment_ ynppsveived a copy, through
the Rmsmnn embassy, of the Immperiak
decree fixing' contraband of war. Rela-
tive to the declaration that the riee and
foodstuffs are contraband, it is said at
the "state department that “the destin-
ation of such goods must ‘determine their
characters. If they uare intended for
either army they are confraband and
subject to seizure; if they are intended
for the use of civilians, except in the
case of besieged towns, then' they must
not be seized, or if seized they must be
paid for,
—_—
TO ASSIST WOUNDED.

Methods Discussed at a Meeting Held
at Moscow—The Czar’s Message.

-Moscow, Feb. 29.—A large representa-
tive meeting of the nobility and chief
government officials was held here yes-
terday .to diseuss the best methods of as-
sisting the Russians wounded during the
war in the Far East. “ At the close of
the meeting a telegram.was sent to the
Czar expressing unhounded - loyalty - to
him. - Hig Majesty immediately replied
expressing: his heéartfelt gratitude for the
noble thoughts which inspired the mes-
sage and the sentiment voiced towards
himse!f, adding: “I see in these expres-
sions new testimony of a. determination
on the part of the Russian = nobles to
serve their Emperor as they did in for-
mer days, and to work in ecommon with
the. sons of Russia for the welfare of
our dear fatherland.”

SEA VRS
LAST ATTACK THURSDAY,

Japs Have Not Bombarded Port Arthur
Since February 26th.

Mukden, “Manchuria, March 1.—The
troops are in excellent spirits, expecting
to meet the Japanese soon.

The Japanese fleet has not attacked
Port Arthur since February 26th. The
Japanese are greatly discouraged by their
failure to block the harbor.

i PR
NOT CONFIRMED.

No News at St. Petersburg of Bombard-
ment—Japs Try to Destroy Vladi-
; vostock Doek.

St.- Petersburg, Mareh 1.—There is no
confirmation of the Yin Kow report of
the London Daily Telegraph that the
Japanese again bombarded Port Arthur
yesterday, but news of ancther attack at
any moment would fiot be surprising.

Mail advices from Vladivostock says
that 500 Chinese brigands are terroriz-
ing the district of Ninguta. Their leader,
Yavan Ten, proclmms himself invulner-
able to bullets.

Advices received by mail from Trkutsk,
Siberia, say that Jocal firms, -whose em-
ployees-have been called to service in the
army, are continuing to pay the married
men full wages and the unmarried men
half pay. .

Letters  from - Vladivostock, dated
February 17th, says that the warships in
the harhor on that date were the Rossa,

Mosgkova. The port was frozen  hard
and the ice-breaker was scarcely ably to
clear the channel. Two Japanese . at-

Colomboe, “Ceylon, - Feb, 29.~One of
“the ansxan volunteeér cruiser-fleet is re-

tempted - to blow _up a dock at Viadi-

\ vostock, but did not succeed. A Japan-

squadron; has cabled to the minister of

- powerful

Gregorbi and Rurik and the transport|

o o
- e

ese barber at Viadivosts k, deeming ‘him-’
self insulted by a Russian officer, shot

him dead and then amatically an-
nounced that he was & ecaptain on the
Japanese general’s staff"and was . ot
used to taking insults. -

B o, x
THURSDAY'S FIGHT.

Russian Cruiser Askold Had Gun Dis- |

mounted—Japanese!Ship Found
on Shorg.
—_———

Chefoo, March 1.—A! Russian official
dispatch says that the J‘npauese renewed
the attack on Dort 7 on the morn-
ing “of February 26th,  The fleet kept
beyond the range of all but the most
land - batteries. The engage-
ment lasted one hour, the Japanese then
retiring. Their loss is‘unknown. The
Russian cruiser Askold had one gun dis~
mounted and-two men injured.

At low water on February 28th the
Russians discovered”a Japauese torpedo
boat destroyer which h#d been sunk on
the shore of the outer harbor. They also
found five unexnloded torpedoes. Port
Arthur was quiet yesterday. ;

—_—

UNPREPARED FOR SIEGE.

If Communication Was® Cut Off Port
Arthur Would Soon Run Shert of
sProvisions.

New York, Mareh 1.—+If the Russian
communication at Port Arthur should be
cut off there would jhot*be sufficient pro-
visions there for a fortnight, says a
Paris cable to Lge Times.© Ammunition
for the forts at Port: Arthur was to ar-
rive by sea, but eannot reach its destina-
tion. .The informant says the guantity of
provisions for the troops in Manechuria
are-‘inadequate. The reinforcements ar-
riving daily have to take their own sup-
phes for the'long Jjourney; while the pro-
visions for the army aiready in the Far
East have to be forwardgd by .the same

route.

A cable to the World from Vienna says
the Zeit published a St. g’etersbm‘g dis-
patch stating that the Czar himself de-
gires to go to the Far Bast, much against
General XKouropatkin's - wishes. The
newspaper says this statement is con-
firmed by an exalted military authority
who - deciares the Russign Emperor is
anxious to mmnta}n the: fighting tradi-
tions of his ancestors, and is convinced
of his own military ability. Besides, he
desires by his presence té encourage his
troops and cheek dlssentaon among his
chief officers.

-

+- «
RETURNED TO HARBOR.

Raussian Torpedo Boat Reported to Have
Got Away From Pigeon Bay.

Port Arthur, Feb. 29.—The Russian
torpedo boat which sought refuge in
Pigeon bay on Februgry 26th was sub-

jected to a terrific fire from the Japan-

ese cruisers. One shot pierced her hull,
The boat was beached, the leak was stop-
ped, she was refloated at high water and
returned to Port Arthur.
i
ADVOCATES WITHDRAWAL.

Dalny Paper Favors Abandonment of
South Manchuria: by Russians.

St. Petersburg, March 1.—A ecopy of
the Dalny Vostock, which hag just ar-
rived here, contains a significant argu-
ment in favor of Russia abandoning
south Manchuria and retaining the north-
ern portion of fhe province, which, the
paper com)ends naturally belongs to the
Amur regién.-

—_—0 7
T\VO THOUSAND VOLUNTEERS,

Ready Response Jfo Call For Men to Man
3 Steamers at Port Arthur.

New York, March 1.—Admiral Togo,
according to a ‘cable from Tokio to the
Sun, commanding the fleet which is at
Port Arthur, reports that lis ¢all for men
to go into old steamers in an attempt to
blockade the eéntrance of the port was in-
stantly responded to by 2,000 officers and
mefi, gome of whom following the time
honored samurai custom wrote their ap-
plications in their own blood. It is stat-
ed that it formerly took half an hour to
enter the harbor at Port Arthur, and that
the passage now occupies two hours, for
which reason it is believed the blockade
ing operation was partly, successful.

e A
REMAINING NON-COMBATANTS.

Tryiné to Reduce Work of Soldiers and
Drain onr Suppiies.

St. Petersburg, March 1.—The military
authorities are causing to be removed
from alll strategetic points all women
and children s6 that the necessity of pro-
tection will not be added to the other
duties of the “troops, and in order that
all supplies may be available for the use
of actual combatants.

, .
THE CHEMULPO INCIDENT

Statement Published . in Russia Will
Clear Up Misapprehension,

St. Petersburg, March 1.—~All the pa-
pers ‘here print prominently this morn-
ing, but without comment, Commander
Marshall’s report of the Vicksburg inci-
dent off Chemulpo, Korea, and ‘the rea-
sons  assigned in the United States for
his not uniting in the protest of the other
naval commanders against the action of
the Japanese. These statements will
doubtless “clear up the misapprehension
existing here concerning the affair, Com-
ing simultaneously with the announce-
'ment ‘that the state ‘department has de-
cided to  countérmaud the orders that
Rdwin V. Morgany’

States consul at Port Dalny, proceed to!

his post,” Commander -Marshall’s report
should have good effect in a]luymg the
ann-Amencan agitation.

S e
CROSSING LAKE BAIKAL.

First Train Travelled Over Ice on Newl);
Laid Railway.

Irkutsk, Siberia, March 1.—The first
complete train traversed Lake Baikal on
the- ice railroad at 11 o’clock this morn-
ing. It 'con’sisted;ot 25 cars. Prince
Khilkoff, the minister of public works
and railroads, was present when  the .
 train started.

e
CANAL BLOCKED.
Westward

Crﬁiser Auror&l,
Bound,.Is Delayed.

Port  Said, March 1.—The Russian
cruiser Aurora, due here this morning
from the Snez, has been blocked in the
canal since midnight, probably by other
vessels. " Five Russian torpedo boat de-
stroyers have arrived here.

. L0 it ags

READY FOR ADVANCE.

Russian

Japanese General" Staff Has Left For
Chemulpo, Korea.

Par s, March 1.—The correspondent of

pr¥parations, Fler warlike preparations
in the Far Iast since last April, when
she failed to carry out her tredaty of
engagement to evacuate Manchuria, are

in full confirmation -of these statements. !

“Durirg that time the increase made
in her naval strength in the Far BEast
wids nineteen vessels with a total ton-
nage of 82,845. In addition to these
vessels the Russian governmenf have
sent torpedo destroyers in sections by
rail to Port Arthur, where the work
of putting them -together has been
hastened, and seven of them already
have heen completed. . Furthermore,
L{wo vessels of the volutteer fleet. were
anmed at Viadivestock and heisted the
Russian ensign. The Russian govern-
ment also-ordered to the Far East one
battleship, three cruisers, seven destroy-
ers-and four forpedo boats -of a total
fonmage of about 30,740, which would
have joined the Russian squadron in the
Far East had not ecircumstanceg subge-
quently compelled: Russia to recall them,

“Since the 28th of last June when,
under the prétext of trial transporta-
tion on the Siberian railway, the Rus
sian government sent to China two in-
fantry brigades, two. artillery battalions
and a-large force of cavalry troops have
been constantly sent by military train
from Russia. fo the Far East until at
the beginning of February a total
strength of Russian forces was over
40,000. At the same time plans were be-
ing made for sending 200,000 more men.

thesAssociated Press is informed that
positive  advices have been received m;
Paris to the effect that the Japanese gen- |
eral staff left Japan to-day for Che-
mulpo, Korea. This is accepted as show-
ing that all the troops necessary for the
forward movement have been landed in”
Korea, and it is expected -that the move-
ment of troops forward will begin the
last part of this week.

‘With respect to the Russian force
which will contest the way, it is said that
there will be some surprise manifested
at_the strength the Russians are able to
display.

L TR

TROOPS LANDING IN KORBA.

L don March 2:—The correspondent
of the Daily Mail at Chefoo, who has
just returned there from Chemulpo,
Korea, cables that Japanese transports,
earrying' troope, cofitinue to arrive .at
Chemulpo at the rate of one a day,
while provigions are being landed near
Hwangh, 4 miles northwest of Che-
mulpo, at the head of the Tai Dong
river, where a large force ‘of:Japanes¢
infantry has eoncentrated,

“A serious defect has been disclosed;”
the correspondent continues, *‘it is feared
that most of the Japanese horses are un-
serviceable. The Japamese squadron at
Chemulpo has been - strengthened. A
fleet of 12 battleships and eruisers has
been stationed permanently in Prince
Jerome Gulf, betwen Chedido island and
the anchorage Yesterday I saw a crujs-
er of the Nitiaka type beached at the
entrance of Nam Yang creek. She was
deserted except for a Japanese guard.
The Koreans are hostile to the Japanese
and they are assisting the Russians in
Northern - Korea.”

Ima dispatch from Shanghai a corres-
pondent of the Daily Telegraph reports
that the Japanese military authorities
object "to the installation of wireless
telegraph apparatus on newspaper dis-
patech boats;

The Russians in Korea.

Seoul, Mareh 1.—Advices from the
north report that 1,500 Russians are at
Chong Ju,; 500 at Kuzeng, and 50 at
Anju. These forces probably are only
feelers sent out to locate the position of
the Japanese,

Military Railways.

Tokie, March 1.—According to the
stigy)&t_ons of the protocol the Japanese
minister at Seoul has notified the Ker-
ean government that the building of a
railroad from Seoul to Wiju for military
purposes will be commenced forthwith.
Engincers and surveyors have already
left for Seoul.

At Viadivostock,

Viadivostock, March 1.—Several news-
paper correspondents and residents of
this place who left here a short while
ago have returned. They say they found
the conditions of living at' Nikolak and
Harbin to be less favorable than here.
Ewerything is quiet at Viadivostock, the
rise in the price of provisions is slight
and frade continues. The blizzard has
ceased and there are now snowdrifts
stretching for sixty or seventy miles
from: the fortress. Schools have bgen
started here for the instruction of hos-
pital nurses, The conviction in the ul-
timate success of Russian arms is grow-
ilng here,

Japarn’s Reply.

Washington, March 1.—An author-
ized statement received to-day from his
government was given out by the Jap-
anese minister. In substance if says:

“The Russian government has charged
Japan with having treacherously obtain-
ed a victory by a sudden attack upon
Russia, who ;was bent upon obtaining
pedce. It is farther asserfed in com-
muniques that since the.rupture of diplo-
matic relaticns can never be looked upon
as the openmg of hostilities, and since
Japan did not issue a declaration of war
onfil the 11th of February, she was
guilty of a flagrani breach of the prin-
_ciples of international law in making as
‘early as the 8th of Feebruary a most un-
warrantable attack upon ‘Russian men-
of-war and merchant vessels.

“The answer to fhese charges may
be found in the action of Russia. By
delays that could not be construed as
othérwise than wanton and unnecessary,
she put off the setflement of the gues
tions at issue, while at the same time

appeinted Umted,v

busily extending her naval an

“During the same period work has
been carried | on day and night in
strengthening the fortifications of Porv
Arthur and Viadivostock, while forts
‘have been built at Hunchun, Lion Yan

and ofher strategic points, and large.
gquantities of arms -and ammunition
have been sent to the Far East by the
Siberign raihway. In the middle of Oec-
fober last a train of fourteen cars was
hurriedly sent from Russia laden with
equipment of a field hospital. |

“From these military and naval pre-
parations made during the progress of
the negotiations, it is quite evident that
Russia was not inclined to a friendly
settlement of the question under diseus-
sion, but sought solely, by her military
preponderanece, to ferce Japan into sub-
mission. g

“On  January 21st about two batta-
lions. of infantry and a detachment of
artillery were sent to Port Arthur and
Port Dalny and the northern frontier of
Korea and Japan,

“On Janunary 28th-a formal order to
prepare. for war was given by Admiral’
Alexieff - t6 ‘the forees in the vieinity"
of the Yalu.  On Pebruary 1st the mili-
tary officer comamnding at Vladivo-
stock, under orders of his government,
requested the Japanese commercial
agent at that port o notify his nation-
als that, as a state of siege might be
proclaimed at any moment, they must
make immediate preparations to with-
draw to Habnrousk.

“About- the same date all of the war-
ships at Port Arthur except a battleship
then under repairs, made a naval demon-
stration by léaving pert, while troops
were advanced in large numbers from
Lio Yang toward the Ydlu.

“In view of the facts, who can say
that Russia had no warlike intentfions
or that she was nnprepared for war?

“Seeing that the sitnation had become
fo critical that it admitted of no further
delay, the Japanese government was
compelled to break off negotiations that
had proved abortive, and take the ne-
necessary steps for self-protection. But
the responsibility ‘for the challenge of
war rests not with Japan, but solely
with Russia, o

“On the 6th of February Japan an-
nounced to Russia her determination to
end negotiations and take up independent
action as she might deem best to defend
her position, menaced by Russia,and to
protect her estabhshed rights and- }egm-
nmte interests.

“At the same time the government of
Japan informed the Russian government
that, as its moderate and unselfish pro-
posals in the interests of a firm and last-
ing peace in the Far East had not re-
ceived the consideration which was their
due, Japan resolved to sever her diplo-
matic relations with Russia, which, for
the reason named, had ceased to ,possess4
value, and withdrew her legation, The
term ‘independent gction” natarally in-
cluded the opening of hosfilities. The
fact that Russia was un.able to under-
stand it in that light is, of course, no
reason why Japan should be held res
gible for the misinterpretation made by
Russia. It is the almost unsnimous
opinion of international jurists that a
declaration of waris not an indispensible
prerequisife to the opening of hostilities.
Indeed, it has been the commeon practice
in recent wars to declare war after hos-
tilities have begun,

“Japan’s action, therefore, is not open
to the least eriticism in this regard from
the standpeint of international law; it
must be acknowledged that the charge
made against her does not come with
good grace from Russia, inasmuch as
there are not only many historieal in-
stances of Russia herself resorting to
hostilities without declaring war, but Sne
occagion; that of her invasion of Fin-
land in 1808, when she began war before
there had even been a rupture of diplo-
matic relations.”
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SUFFERING AMONG TROOPS.

Pneumonia amd Bronchitis Claim Many |

—The Commisariat Has
Broken Down.

New York, March 2.—Reports received
here, Ssays a cable to the World from St.
Petersburg, from the troops along the
route to Harbin, show a disheartening
condition of affairs.  Digease is rife
among the soldiers.

A smallpox epidemic is raging in Hast

.

ments, yaccination being unheard of in
the army. Pneumonta and bronchitis are
claiming many, and already thousands of
men have been rendered unfit for ser-
vice by frostbites.

Intense cold, more than usual, i§ ex-
perienced in East Siberia, and blinding
snow blizzards are frequent. At Irkutsk
as low as 25 degrees below zero are reg-
istered. The progress of troop trains is
constantly impeded by snow drifts. At
every station soldiers partially frozen
are left behind in most cases without
other medical attention than that afford-
ed by the rough and ready servxce that
the-villagers ecan supply. ~

The commissariat has broken dowsn
badly, and the men have often to go 24
hours at a stretch without food or drink,

The worst portion of the journey is
across Lake Baikal.

ST el
IN DESPERATE STRAITS.

The Retvizan Blocks Port Arthur Against
Other Russian Battleships.

New York, March 2.—The position of
the Russians at ‘Port Arthur, says a
cable to the World from 'Berlin, is de-
scribed by the St. Petersburg correspon-
dent of the Scheischge Zeitung as deg- '
perate, &

The damaged  Retvizan, “he states,
blocks the narrow entrance to the harbor
against other battleships. She can neither
ber repaired nor moved. All the other
battleships :are land-lockeds

Scarcely anything is heard of the tor~
pedo boats. It is assumed that they are
without ammunition. There are conses
quently only the three eruisers.

According to accounts now published,
the Novik and Askold have been put out
of ﬂchon
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MASSING AT PING -YANG.

Large Forces. of Japanese Debarking at
Nearby Ports.

Paris, March 2.—Information reaching
here from official sources shows the
Japanése concentration of troops is going
on in the neighborheod of Ping Yang,
Korea. Large forces are debarking from
tran\ports at nearby ports, from which it
is assumed that an extensive land en-
‘gagement is imminent in northern Korea.

—

CHANGE OF PLANS.

‘Land Inyestntent of Port Afthur Will
. Not B‘egiu For Two Weeks.

Wathmgton March 2.—The landing in
force of the Japamese on the Laio Tung
penmsula and the beginning of the land
investment of Port Arthur will not be-
gin for a fortnight, according to advices
received here, from what are believed to
be reliable sources. It was expected that
the attack upon the fortress would take
place yesterday or to-day, but the later
advices, without explaining the reason
for delay, show that there has been g -
change in the original plans.

Army officers here think that the Jap-
anese have decided that with the railway
connecting Port Arthur with the outside
world cut, thus preventing supplies from
the outside reaching that elace, two
weeks’ privation will render the final as-
sault easier.

’\Ioreover, as Port Arthur can be safely
leftas it is for the time being, the troops
may be employed in Northern Korea and
near the Yalu river, where they are most
needed.
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UNCONFIRMED RUMOR

Of ‘the Fall of Port Arthur-Was Cur-
‘rent in Lobby of Commons To-day.

London, March 2.—A rumor -was cir-
culated in ‘the lobby of the House of
Commons this afternoon that Port Ar-
thur had fallen. The origin of the ru-
mor eonld not be traced, and no confirma-
tion whatever was ebtainable.

A
CAUSING ANXIETY.
Movement of Chines: Towards Man-
churian Frontier Alarms

the French.

New York, March 2.—The French
“foreign office, aecording to a Paris dis-
patch to the World, is worried over the
movement of Chinese troops towards the
Manchurian frontier. The officials fear
that Japan may follow her dominion of
Korea by ceaxing or foreing China to
be a third party in the combination of
“Yellow peoples.”

he French minister to Pekin has been
in'structed to join the other foreign min-
isters in strongly urging on the Chinese
government the necessity of maintaining
striet neutrality.
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GOING TO EAST.

Sir W. Nicholson, British Military Ob-
server, Leaves Ottawa for
Coast To-day.

Ottawa, March 2.—Sir Wm. Nichol-
son, director-general of mobilization and
military intelligence, and Lieut.-Col. A.
Haldane, arrived here to-day. They
were met by Lord Dundonaldy who ac-
companied them to Government House,
where they are the guests of Lord Minto.

Sir William has had a long distinguish-
ed military career. He is 58 years of
age and has been in the army :since
1865. He got his promotion after the
‘South African war. He goes as British
represeutatwe fo watch the military oper-
ations in the war between Japan and
Russia.

Lt.-Col. Haldane has also had a dis-
tinguished career. He got his D. 8. O.
at the Dargai Pass, where the Scotch

Siberia, and has“spread among the regi-, piper, after having his legs shot from




