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By FRED.M.WHITE

CHAPTER XLVL
iittimer’s Byes Are Opened.:
rl Littimer sat on the -terrace,
~ded from the sun by an- awmng
(“ v h s deck chaiv. -From his expres- |
sion he seemed to be at peace with all |
e world. His brown, eager face had
«t its unsually ¥ecn, suspiclous look;
) oked a cigarette lazily. Chris sat
Josite him looking as little like a
l-workine secretary as possible. S
\~ a matter of fact, there was noth-
- for her to do. Littimer had alr eady
yred of his lady secretary idea, and
nad Chris not interested ‘and amused
nim he would have found some meins

%10 get rid of her before now.

But she did interest and amuse and
zzle Thim. 'Therc was something
d)urmingly reminiscent about the girl.
She was like somebody he had once
known and cared for, but for the life:
of him he could Tot think’ who.  And
when curiosity sometimes got the ‘bet-
:er of good breeding Chris would bafile
him in thr most engaging manner.
“Really, you are an exoeedi_ngly
ciever girl,” he= said.
“Ip fact, we are both exceedingly
ver,” Chris replied, coolly. “And
nobody ig ever quite s0 clever as
imagines himself to be. Do you
make bad mistakes, Lord Litti-

“ometimes,” Littimer said, with a

h of cynical humor. “For instance,

arried some years ago. That was

Then I had a son, which was

A+ one time you were fond of your

il 2

Well, upon my word, you are the

+ creatiuré I ever met who has had

aundacity to ask me that question.

T was very fornd of my wife and

.on, and, God help me, I am fond

hem still. I don’t know why I talk

u like this.”

do,” Chris said, gently. *“It is
1se unconsciougly you yearn for
pathy. And you fancy you are in
wvay to blame; you imagine that
. acted in the only way consistent
your position and dignity. You
cied that your son was a vulgar

f. And T am under the impression

Lady Littimer had money.”

She had a large fortune,” Littimer

faintly. “Miss Lee, do you know

t T have a great mind to box your

‘hris laughed unsteadily. She was

ribly frightened, though she did not

it. She had been waiting for
vs to catch Littimer in this mood.

{ she did not feel disposed to go

k now. The task must be accom-
lished some time.

Lady Littimer was very rich,” she
went on, “and she was devoted to
rank, your son. Now, i he had
wanted a large sum of raoney very
badly, and had gone to his mother, she
would have given it to him without
the slightest hesitation?”

“What fond mother wouldn’t?”

“I am obliged to you for conceding
peint. Your son wanted money,
:nd ne robbed you when he could have
had snything for the asking ‘from ‘his

other.”

Sounds logical,” Littimer said, flip-

tly. ‘“Who had the money?”

‘The same man who stole Prince
pert’s ring—Reginald Henson.”

Littimer dropped his cigarette and
upright in his chair.’ He ‘was keen
alert enough now. There ~ were
es of agitation on his face.
hat is a serious accusation,”

the

tre

he

Not more serious than”your accusa-
1 against your son,” Chris retorted.
‘Well perhaps not,” Littimér admit-
“But why do you take up Frank’s
15¢ in this way? Is there. any ro-
nce budding under my unconscious
‘Now you are talking® abnseanse,”
hris said, with just a touch of >
her cheeks.
prove when the time comes,
Reginald Henson was the thief.
sorry to pain you, but it is.absoluicly
€0 g5 into these matters.
Yhen those foolish letters, written
feolish girl, fell into  your

“thad

T am

ossary

k, by force if necessary.
4 Henson. Henson
wout until he saw
itted.

probably lurked

Then it occurred to him

ceournt,
zel the
open,
ringy and your money.”

“My dear young lady,
mere surmisa.” -

“Se ~you imagine. At #hat
Neginald ¥Henson had a Kind of

hich he was yunnping at 21§, PBruns-
vick Square, Brighton. - Lady Litti-

r had just relinquished @ similar
ndertaking there. Previously Regin-
Hengon had a hame at Hudders-
Mind you, he didrn’t run either

Ixis own name, and hes kept studi-
s’y in the background. But he was
sperately hard up et the idime in
nsagquence of his dissipatisn and-ex-

‘egance, and the money he collect-

for his home went into his own

kat. Then the police got wind of
~ matter, and Reginald Henson dis-
'y disappesred from Brighton just
time to save himself from arrest for
15 there an@ at Huddersfleld. A
of th: Huddersfield poiice is in
nosition at Brighton. He has
ognized Reginald Henson as the
who waz ‘wanted’ at Hudders-
1 dor’t xrow if there will be a
ymw.L‘iiOﬂ. after all these years, but
ere you are.”

’i\:““ are speaking from authority?”
C ertainly T am. Reginald Henson,
Mamnel, s not known to Imspector
.’J‘.(‘nhfs, }ﬁm ent the latter a photo-
’;1'1;“}‘:‘“ of , and he returned it
rh;{' ;‘L“ g W xth letter to the effect

& the man the Huddersfield
Police were jooking for.”
: \} hat an interesting gzirl you are,”

'ﬁ»'Um"r murinured. “Always so full
Ol surprises. Our dear Reginald is
°Ven a greater rascal than I took him

seeing that.
credit of it.

your son
The - safe

would
was

this is

home

i<

for
.

"Well, he took your money, and that
aved him. He took your ring, a

imile of which ne had made before
"omo ingenious pur posc. It came

or | wait o few days longer and
“I say, an@ I'am going |
| I have

i finger.
| up a bazaar has
Dy !
hands, i
ur son vowed that he woyuld get them |
He made |
that rash speech in hearing of Regin- :
{ ring 1is,
the robbery .com- | grasp.”
that
he might do a little robbery er-his own |

and so he walked off with your | the novelist, in Brighton?
all ‘

{ and be content.”
time |

with a vengeance. Then Claire Carfax
committed swuicide, thanks to your in-
discretion and folly.”

“Go on. Rub it
about my feelings.”

“I'm neot myinding,” Chris said, cool-
iy. “Henson saw his game and played
it boldly. I could net have told you
{ &1l this yesterday, but a letter I had
this moraning cleared the ground won-
derfully. Henson wanted to cause
family differennes, and he succeeded.
Previously he got Dr. Bell out of the
-way by means of the second Rem-
brandt. You can’t deny there §s a
second Rembrandt now, seeing that it
is locked up in your safe. And where
do you think Bell found it? Why, at
218, Brunswick $Square, Brighton,
where Henson had to leave it seven
vears ago when the pelice were 80 thot
upon his trail. He was fearful 1lest
you and Bell should come together
azain, and that I8 why he came here
at night to steal your Rembrandt. And
vét you trusted that man blindly all
the time your own son was suffering
©on mere suspicions. How blind you
have been!”

“I'm blind still,” Littimer said, curt-
ly. “My dear young lady, I admit that
wou are making out a pretty strong
case; indeed, I might go farther, and
say that you have all my sympathy.
But what you say would not be taken
as evidence in & court of law. If wou
produce that ring, for instance—but
that is at the bottom of the North
Sea.”

Chris took a small cardboard box
from her pocket, and from thence pro-
duced a ring. It was a ruby ring with
black pearls on either side, and had
some inscription inside.

“Look at that,” she said. “It was
sent to me to-day by my—by a friend
of mine. It is the ring which Regin-
ald Henson shows to Lady Littimer
when he wants meoney from her. It
was lost by Henson a night or two ago,
and it fell into the hands of someone
who is interested, like myself, in the
exposure and disgrace of TReginald
Henson.

Littimer examined the ring carefuily.

“It is a wonderfully geod imitation,”
he said, presently.

“So I am told,” said Chris. ‘“‘So good
that it must have actually been copied
from the original. Now, how could
Henson have had a copy made unless
he possessed the original? Will you be
good enough to amswer me that ques-
tion, Lord Littimer?”

Littimer could do no more than gaze
at the ring in his hand for some time.

“I could have sworn—indeed, I am
ready to swear—that the real ring was
never in anybody’s possession but mine
from the day that Frank was a year
old till it disappeared. Of course,
scores of people had looked at it, Hen-
son’ ‘amongst ‘the rest. But how did
Clajre Carfax—""

‘“Basily enough. Henson had a first
copy made from a description. I don’t
know why; probably we shall never
know why. Probably he had it done
when he knew that your son and Miss
Carfax had struck up a flirtation. Tt
was he who forged a letter from Frank
to Miss Carfax, enciosing the ring. By
that means he hoped to create mischief
which, if it had been nipped in the bud,
could never had been traced to him.
As matters turned out he succeeded
beyond his wildest expectations. He
had got the real ring, too, which was
likely to prove a very useful thing in
case ‘he ever wanted to make terms:. A
second and a faithful copy was made—
the copy you hold in your hands—te
hold temptingly over Lady Littimer's
head when he wanted large sums of
money from her.” :

“The scoundrel!
of course?”

He does. To my certain knowledge
he has had nearly £70,000. But the case
is in good hands. You have only to
the man
Already; as you see,
wound his accomplice, the
Reverend James Merritt, rcund my
Of course, the idea of getting
all heen nonsense. I
only waiting for a little further
information, and then Merritt will feeil
the iron hand under the veivet glove.
Unless I am greatly mistaken, Mer-
rit can tell us where Prince Rupert’s
Already Van $Sneck is in our

in. Never mind

He gets the money,

will be exposed.

am

“Van Sneck! Is he in England?”’

“He is. Did you read that strange
case of a2 man being found haif mur-
dered in the conservatory of Mr. Stecl,
Well, that

i was Van Sneck. But I can't tell you,
You must wait !
i that irn the interests of the city of Vic-

any more at present,

“Tell me one thing, and I
as long as you like. Who are you?"

Chris shook her head, merrily. A
great relief had been taken off her
mind. She had approached a delicate
and difficult matter, and she nad suc-
ceeded bevond her expectations. 'That
she had shaken the man oppocsite her
sorely was evident from his face. The
hardness had gone from his cyes, his
lips were no longer bitter and synical.

“I may have been guilty of a great
wrong,” he murmured. “All these
vears I may have been lving under a
misapprehension. And you have told
me what I should never have suspect-
ed, although I have never had a high
(.inni(?h Qf my dear Reginald. Where
is my wife now?”

“She is still at Yonzdean Grange.
You will rotice a great ¢hange in her,
a great and sorrowful changs.
is not too late to—"

Littimer roze and went swiftly to-
wards the house. At any other %ime
the action would have been rude. but
Chris fully understood. She had iouch-
ed the man to the bettom of his
and he was anxious to hide his
tion.”

*Poor ’ Chris murmured. “Iis
hard cy munm conceals a deal of suf-
fering. But the suffering is past; we
have only to wait patiently for day-
light now.”

Chris rose restlessiy in her turn and
strolled along the terrace to her favor-
ite spet looking over the cliffs. There
was 1.0body about; it was very hot
thereé. The girl removed her glasses

will walt

soul,
&mo-

man

and pushad back the banded hair from !
She had drawn a photo- |

her forehead,

i grap¥ from her pocket which she was

; ng ,int.entl:r.
| beediless of the fact that somebody

| Figures by the Dominion and other 1ec-
But it |

| rado and Western Nebraska.

She wa.s guite |

was ooming along the cliffs towards
her. She raised the photograph to her
1ips end kissed it tenderly.

“Poor Frank,” she murmured.
feilow, so weak and amiable.
with all your faults—"

Chris paused, and a little cry es-
caped her lips. Frank Littimer, look-
ing very ‘wild and haggard, stood be-
fore her.

“I beg your pardon,” he hegan.
came to see you because—

The words died away. He staggered |
baek, pale 2s the feam beating on the
rocks below, his hand clutching .at his
left side as if there was some mortal
pain there,

“Chris,” he murmured. “Chris, Chris,
Chris! And they told me—"

He could say no more, he could only
stand there trembling from head to
foot, fearful lest his mocking senses
were making sport of him. Surely, it
was some beautiful vision he had
eome upon., With one unsteady hand
he touched the girl's sleeve; he pressed
‘her warm red cheeks with his fingersy
and with that touch his manhood came
back to him.

“Darling,”” he whispered, eagerly.
“Dearest, what does it mean?”

Chris stood there, smiling rosily. She
had not meant to betray herself; fate
had done that for her, and she was not
sorry. It was a cruel trick they had
played upon Frank, but it had been
necessary. <Chris held out her hand
with a loving little gesture.

“Are you mot going to kiss me,
dear?” she asked, sweetly.

Frank Littimer needed no
invitation. It was quiet and secluded
there, and nobody could possibly see
them. With a little sigh Chris felt
her lover’'s arms about her and his
kisses warm on her lips. The clever,
brilliant girl had disappeared; a pret-
ty, timid creature stood in her place
for the time. ¥For the moment Frank
Littimer could 4o no more than gaze
into her eyes with rapture and amaze-
ment. There was plenty of time for
explanations.

(To be contmued)

NDIAN RESERVE
AGAIN DISCUSSED

BY CITY COUNCIL
YESTERDAY EVENING

“Poor
And yet

“y

further

The Mayor and Committee Empowered
{0 Enter Into an Agreement
With ‘Government.

The
again

Indian reservation question was
before the city council Monday |
night,” when it was decided to em- |
power the mayor and a special com-
mittee to enter inio an agreement with
the provinecial government for the ac-
quisition of the reseryve. For many
years past ihis has been a troubled |
question with different.city -councils
and provincial legislatures. The In-
dians are wards of the Dominion gov-
ernment, and so far no agreement has
been presented which proved accept-
able to all parties. A couple of years
ago it was proposed that. other land
might be provided which would serve
the purpose of a reserve better than
that now occupied by the remnant of a
once powerful tribe—the Songhees—but
the arrangement fell through, the lands
offered not being acceptable te the In-
dians. Then a monetary consideration
was suggested, but the right of the
aborigines to dispose of their birth-
right was raised, and the efficacy of
the conditions imposed was challenged.
Private corporations have also made
several attempts to secure the lands,
which are practically in the heart of |
the city, and a great eyesore in their
present state, but their efforts have al-
ways been checked in the interests of
the city. It now appears to be an ac-
cepted principle that if the reserve is
te change hands it must be under the
control of the city, and that no indi-
vidual corporation be given a mon-
opaly. On this latter peoint Mayor
Morley takes a very definite stand.
His Worship is arranging for an in-
terview with the government pursuant
to the #ellowing report, which was |
adopfed at the meeting last night:
1o His Wo Mayor and Aldermen

of the Corporation of the City of Vic-

hip the

toria:
Gentlemen:—Your special committee ap- i
pointed to deal with the acquisition
ithe Songhees Indian reservation beg to |
report that tiH correspondence and
resolutions on the subject have been laid
before and have been considered by your
committee, your cominitiee is of opinion |

of |

cee

toria it would be advisabie that your
committee, along with His Worship the
Mayor, should be empowered to arrange
and enier inte an agreement with the
provineial goverument dcaling with the
matter, subject to the ratification thereof
by by-law and the vote of the ratepayers
thereon. We therefore recommend that
we be so empowered.
All of which is respcctiully submitted.
J. STUART YATES.
LEWIS 1irL.
JAMES A. DOUGLAS.

—

TEHE RUSH TO WEST.

The rush of seitlers from the eceniral
states has reached proportions beyo
the highest estimation of
authorities, says a

ond
the railroad
Calgary dispatch.

putable land agenis in the central states
show that sixty-two thousand Americans
will come over to Western Canada this
spring from Nebraska and Iowa.

Dominiorn Land Agent Bennett, cf
Omaha, sends figures showing that large |
loads of household goods for settlers have |
actually been arranged for shipment. |
Trains from the ILZast are arriving in
Calgary in three sections.

The settlers arc after wild lands mbst-
ly, and among all of them. they are
bringing in a great deal of money. The
demand for city property in all the iowns
in Alberta has simply turned the heads
of many speculators.

Many settlers from the southern states
are passing into the Okanagan country.
The winter wheat land is attracting many
settlers from Washington and Oregoa,
and the irrigated lands those from Colo-

| less than $20,

maﬂ 'mm' BITED

Shoofing at Targets, Marks or Other
Objects Will Be Forbidden If
Measure Becomes Law.

A dispatch: from Ottawa says: Mr.
Fitzpatrick's bill respecting the Lords

Day prohibits on Sunday the sale or
offering for sale or purchase -of any
goods, chattels or other personal pro-
perly, or any geal estate, ‘or the carry-
ing on of a person’s ordimary calling,
or the employment of any other per-
son to ‘do on that day any work,
business or labor in connectlon with
such callihg.
Bpecial Exemptions.

In the province of Quebec guch sales
at church doors of country parishes as
are permitted under the law of the
province are exempted. W ‘orks of . ne-
cessity or mercy are alsp exempted, ‘as,

for example, necessary oOr customary !

work in connection with Divine wer-
ship, selling drugs and medicines, work
of physicians for the relief of sickness
and suffering, receiving, transmitting
or delivering telegraph -or . telephone
messages, conveying travellers and His
Majesty's maifls, mabitaining fires or
doing urgent repairs in cases of emerg-
eney, or other work of a lke incidental
character, essential to any: manufac-
turing process which etherwise ocould
not be carried on during the other six
days of the week; continuance to their
destination of railway trains in transit
when the Lord’'s Day begins, which are
lgaded exclusively either . with . live
stock destined for immediate shipment
at any -ocean port, or with perishable
goods, or with both; the carriage to
the next divisional point on any rail-
way, or to the next regular port.of call
of any wvessel, of any freight which is

| in transit by such . railway or \'essel
| when the Lord’s Day begins.

Games and Entertainments.

The following provisions are -of in-
terest: It :shall not be lawful for any
person on that day to engdge in any
game or contest for.gain, or for any
prize or reward, or to be present there-
at, or to provide, engage in, ‘ér be pre-
sent at any performance at which any
fee is :charged, directly or- indirectly,
either for admission to such: perform-
ance or for any service'!or privilege
thereof. When any performance at
which an admission fce ar :any other
fee is so charged is provided. in any
building or place to which: persons.are
conveyed for hire by the proprietors -or
managers of such performance, . or by
anyone .acting as their agents, or uns
der_their control, .the charge for such

. copveyance shall be deemjed .an  indi-

rect -payment--af . such fee Wwithin- the
meaning of this sectiom; <

No Excuarsions Aﬂ‘owed

It shall mot be lawful for any person
on the Lord’s Day to rpn, conduct. or
convey by any, mode of ¢onyeyance any
excursion on which passengers are con-
veyed for hire, and ha\'inglfor its prin-
cipal -or only object the carriage -on
that day of such passengers for amuse-
ment or pleasure, and passengers so
conveyed shall not be deemed to be
travellers within the meaning of this
act.

It skall not be lawful ‘for any person
on the Lord’s Day to open to the pub-
lic any park er pleasure ground or
other place, maintained for .gain,  to
which an admission fee is charged, for
any service or privilege..

It shall not be lawful for any per-
son to advertise in any manner what-
soever any perfermance or other thing
prohibited by this act.

It shall not be lawful for any per-
son to advertise in any manner what-
soever any performance or other thing
which if given or done in Canada would
be a violation of this act.

It shall not be lawful for any per-
son on that day to shoot at any tar-
get, mark or other object, or to use
any gun, rifle or other engine for that
purpose.

The Penalties For WVielation.

Violation ‘of the act Tor each offence
is punishable by a fine of ‘not less than
$1 and not more than $40 and costs.

Every employer who causes the act

| to be wviolated is liable for each offence
| to a fine of not more than $160 and net

in addition to any -other
penalty prescribed by law for the same
offence.

Every- corporation “mch causes ‘its

| employees to violate the act is render-

ed liable to a pemalty .not exceeding
$250 for the first offence,;and for each
subsequent offence to & pgnalty-not ex-
ceeding $500.

INDECENT POST CARDS.

Ffforts Made to Suppress. the Distribu-
tion of-These Through :Cana-
dian Mails.

In view of the reports that there is
a tendency to dispatch indecent -post
cards through the mails, the superin-
tendent of the provincial police,.F. S.
Hussey, has issued a-eircular which is
to be distributetd very-freely, The let-
ter reads as follows:

“The postal authorities find that His
Mujesty’s mails are being made the
means of distributing throughout the
country postal cards of a very indecent
and suggestive character.

“The Criminal Code of Canada
makes it a criminal offence for any
rerson to manufacture such cards or
to expese them for sale.

“Section 179 of the said code reads as
follows: ‘Every one is guilty of an in-
dictable offence and liable to two years’
imprisonment who knowingly, without
lawful justification or excuse, manu-
sactures, or sells, or exposes for sale
or to public view, or distributes or cir-
eulates, or causes to be distributed or
circulated, any obscene book, or other
printed, typewritten, or otherwise writ-
ten matter, or any picture, photograph,
model or other object tending.to cor-
rupt morals.’

“The police have been instructed to
take proceedings against . all . persons
exuosing for sale such cards.”

‘UPON HIS ARRIVAL

Entertainment Provided For the Royal
“Party Here—Transportation Fac-
ilities Arranged For Trip.

In as far as they can ‘be made in ad-
vance the preparations are complete
for the visit of H. R. H. Prince Arthur,
son of the Duke of Connaught. It is
anticipated that he will reach thie city
on Wednesday next. The ‘exact time
of the arrival of the Empress liner of
course cannot be definitely foretold.

The Prince will be driven to the par-
Hament buildings inmmediately upon his
arrival. If the weather is suitable a
large platform will be erected in front
of the buildings, where the formal cere-
menies will take place. Should the
weather not be propitious the recep-
tion will have to take place in the
legislative «chamber.

His Honor  the Lieut.-Governer wil
extend to the Prince on this occasion
a formal reception to the prevince. He
will also be greeted by 'the members of
the government. ‘On behailf of the city
of Victoria there will %lso be extended
a reception, and .an address will be
presented to him. His Royal Highness
will then proeceed to Government
House, where he will be the guest of
the Lieut.-Governor. Provision has
been made by the government for the
accommodation of ten members of the
Prince’s staff at the Driard during the
stay in the city.

On Thursday morning the Prince will
leave for Duncans on a fishing ‘tour.
The irain conveying him and his party
will leave the city at 10 o'clock. The
train for use on the E. & N. line will
be made up of the following: The
sleeping cars Wakefield and Vincennes
and the dining car Sandringham.

Automobiles will be taken up te
facilitate the touring of the country in
the Cowichan valley. The night will
be spent at Duncans, and on Friday
the party will return to Victoria, leav-
ing the same night by the Princess
Victoria for the Mainland.

The train to be used by the Royal
party on the trip across the continent
is now on its way westward. The pri-
vate cars Cornwall and -York, which
formed part of the train placed at the
disposal of the Prince and Princess of
Wales on their visit to the Dominion,
will be included in the number. There
will be four other cars in the train as
follows: Baggage car No. 1,769, the
Gining car Clandeboye, the sleeping car
Andover and the compartment ecar
Canada.

On the trip through the
the party will be accompanied by W.
R. Baker, assistant to the wvice-presi-
dent of the C. P .R. He will on the
tour represent,the latter company and
see that the Prince and his party lack
for nothing that the company can sup-
ply.

—

THE INAUGURATION
OF LITERARY SOCIETY

Interesting Lecture Delivered By Rev.
H. H. ‘Gowen Before Alexandra Club
Last Evening.

In connection with the inauguration
of a new literary society at the Alex-
andra club, a lecture was given by
Rev., H. H. Gowen Tuesday evening.

Mrs. Powell opened the proceedings
with a short speech, in the course of
which she spoke of some of the diffi-
cultiss that had occurred in the past
with reference to literary societies.
The absence of gentlemen among them
was a decided loss on both sides, to the
ladies by withholding an element of in-
spiration and to the
withdrawing them from . these influ-
ences which cultivated women alone

can exercise on the mind and manners |
She thought that |
the Alexandra, club sheuld be viewed;
son.

of the sterner sex.

as an auxiliary to the tourist society,
as an 2id in building up agd advanc-
ing the “prestige” of Victoria. She
thought that the large attendance of
ladies and gentiemen, who had so
kindly responded to the invitation, was
due partly to interest in the formation
of the society, for which there <was
ample scope in Victoria, and also to
the presence of Rev. Mr. Gowen, who
is always a persona grata among
Victorians.

Mr. Gowen, who was warmly cheer-
ed, was then called upon to speak by
Sir Henri Joly de Lotbiniere, the chair-
man. The reverened gentleman quite
agreed that the Alexandra club should
undoubtedly prove a valuable auxiliary
to the Tourist Association, and he felt
proud to be present at the birth of so
influential a society. He made a hu-

morous reference to some children;, who !
claims of |

werae discussing the rival
their respective churches. One little
girl said, with great pride: “We have
matins every Sunday,” to which her
companion replied: “But we have lin-
oleum all up the aisle.”

To come back to the subject of his |
 Santayan,

lecture, “The Poets of To-day,” he
wished to suggest that, if any of these
were present, he hoped they would not
think any reflection was cast on them
by any of his remarks or by the fact
of their names not being mentioned.
Some imagine that the woods are full
of poets, that they grow like berries on
the bushes; others would dispose of
present day poets like the writer who
below the heading, “Snakes in Ire-
land,” made the terse remark: ‘“There
are none.” It must be remembered
that opinions are always liable to be
prejudiced by personal feelings and
surroundings, just as the man who
was out to take an inventory, and was
discovered one hour later asleep, with
a bottle under his arm and the one
entry in the inventory form, viz., one
revolving carpet. It was difficult,
tierefore, to estimate -how far present

iseen in his
Dominion |

| his career

gentlemen by |

dey poets ‘were affected by ungomsek | §

ous influences, and that ‘of ‘the -age in
general, ‘which is sometimes regarded.
as too materialistic for ‘the production
of real, poetic feeling.
that -every peet nowadays had ito pay
for ‘the edition of his poems in the first
place (and that - heawily), for the ad-
vertisement in 'the 'Second place, and
then had to ‘work hard to get people ‘to
read them. Was it then true ‘that the
world was more materialistic ‘than in
the time of Homer, than in the Augus-
tan or Iron Age, than in the Blizabeth-
an or Renaissance, or ithan in the 18th
or 19th century, when Macauley ‘con-
sidered that :age was ‘the best which
produced the most anima: comfort :and
ease? There was a continual fight .go-
ing ‘on lest materialism should kil
ghought, but when it was regarded
enly as so mruch nutrition for thought,
then the scope ‘of the poet would -only
be enlarged by it ‘and all the triumphs
of scientific discovery-would be hailed
as fresh material from which the gar-
nient of the spirit could - be 'weven.
Poets might be compared to a water
system.

First—Those like perennial -springs -of
water, such master, creations .as
Hoemer, Dante,( bhakeweare ete., whe
have to be waited {or, just as the child-
ren of Israel waited for Moses at the
foot of the mountain; watched for with
patience, not jeining in the idelatrous
calf weorship or returning to 'the fiesh-~
pots of Egypt.

Second—Came the -distributing rivers,
which transformed the dusty wastes
into fertile plains.

Third—The reflectoxs,
ports, the result -of the gathering of
the waters, reflecting the trees :and ‘the
clouds and all the glories of nature, and
yvet alas, some times revealing seme-
thing of the muddy bottomn. How are
the poets treated and what was being
done to make them heard? What hap-
pened to the batech of unfiedged poetl-
ings that were brought up for trial in
eur Reviews? All were charged with
the misdemeanor ¢f bringing out
poems, some were discharged -with a
caution, some wvere .ordered public
flogulation, some spoke in a language
which no one seemed able to interpret.
Ewven ‘Shakespeare was only esteemed
in his -day, for that part of his work
which appealed to the lower mnature;
Milton =so0ld his incomparable epie,
“Paradise Lost,’”” for £5; Keats was told
to g9 back to ‘his pill-meking; Worés-
worth and ‘Coleridge were ridiculed for
the issue of so-called ‘trash; Ruskin
and Browning fTared mo better. So un-
certain were many of their ewn opin-
ion that they took poeetry second-hand,
as it were. A passage was seen at the
head of a novel, which attracted atten-
tion, and on which an -opinion was
based, but they waited till the poems
appeared in a cheap edition before
they read them in extenso.

First, in the material presented for
study the speaker considered ‘the
poetry, which, during the last century,
was called the poetry of the future.
Amongst these was Walt Whitman,
who personally claimed the chief place.
He considered he had achieved undy-
ing fame, as the Apostle of Democracy,
Americanism and materialism (or
spiritualism), but the prophecy of one
age was not always fulfilled, as was
case. It was said of
Southey, by a sarcastic contemporary,
“Southey will be read when Homer and
Shakespeare are forgotten, but not till
then!” In company with Tennyson
and Browning in the ‘“Trinity of Song”
is Algermon Swinburne, who appeals to
a large audience. In the beginning of
he wrote somewhat tod
freely, in what was considered then, an
irreverent spirit, an impression which
it has taken years to overcome, but for
pure melody he has no equal at the
rresent time.

Extracts from Tristram and Isentle
were then read in a very impressive
manner.

The speaker continyed that there
was, however, a certain lack of obser-
vation in his poems and also a mono-
tony like a stream of water from an
artificial fountain, the same water ap-
pearing over and over again.

Alfred Austin, the poet laureate, had
been hardly dealt with, as he himself
dealt severely with Tennyson -and
Browning. This was partly owing to
his filling an obsolete post and from
his manner .of posturing in it, as if
reople were continually hanging oun his
every word, to hear his pronouncement
on public events. Some of his lyrics
were very fine, as “If you were here.”

There was a class of poets who were
#180 novelists, such as George Mere-
dith and Thomas Sardy, also George
Macdonald, just deceased.

Eden Philpots gave great promise
and had written some exquisite pieces
in the Devonshire dialect. Amongst
the youngar writers might be mention-
ed Beuson, Watson, Davidson, Thom-
A touching litile poem, “The
Child's Prayer,” was then recited.

Wrlliam Watson was likely to be ap-
pointed poet laureate as he was in
touwch with the present government
and far more popular than Austin.

It was difficult to say much about
Rudyard ¥ipling; since his illness he
had either taken the advice of his
critics and was going slowly and wait-
ing an .opportunity later of speaking
with the strong note, which was heard
in the past and looked for in-the fu-
ture, or he has played out. The author
of “The. Recessional” had surely some-
what more to say.

In Henry Newton they had .the
strength of Kipling with more e~
straint.

Perhaps the best representative ef
IZngland to-day was Stephen Phillips,
who might be looked upon as the
“maker of poetical drama.” His
“Paolo and Nancesca,” his “Herod,”
“Ulysses,” “Sins of David,” “Christ in
Hades,” are among the great poems of
the Victorian age.

In Canada they had Charles Roberts,
Bliss Carmen, and in America Q.
George Woodbury, XEdith
Thomas, L. Imogen Gurney and Edwin
Markham. It could be seen therefore
that genius was not decd, even if the
notes were not very strong, and there
would be voices to speak again if they
were only looked for as in the past.

Sir Henri Joly then proposed a vote
of thanks to Mr. Gowen for his very
able lecture, and expressed his admira-~
tion for the large amount of informa-
tion which he had given in so short a
time and in so agreeable a manner.

C. H. Lugrin seconded the vote and
the proeeedings terminated by the
reading of several touching poems
written by a local poetess, Mrs. Hop-
kins, nee Miss Bessie Nuttall.

Mrs. Powell urged 211 those who wish-
ed to join the literary seciety to give
in their names to Mr. Cooper, convener
of the society. The subserintion was

iakes and

‘Bome imagined |

"t the -dlub, with the
‘menibzm

t!&uta

Several ketmmes will be given before
the seasen cleses in May, :details of
which (with the rules of the society)
will.be given shertly. It is hoped that
many- gentlemen as well as ladies will
avail themselves 'of this opportunity
of meeting those ‘interested in the
study of imoifern Jiterature.

Victorians are to be congratulated
on the possession #f .an - up-to-date
ladies’ club, where, even those who are
only making a short stay, can be re-
ceived a8 ‘temhporary nembers, ‘thus
a2dding tothe mdvantages ithat tourists
enjoy, who make any stay in this love-
ly island city.

It is also a matter for congratulation
that Mr. Gowen, who is so gifted a
student in literature, was kind enough
to det the ‘club :enjoy the fruits .of his
study. The very lazge and influential
company that .asgsembled last evening
was proof positive of the appreciation
accorded him in this city.

SPOKE TO THE MEN.

Fred B. Smith, Distinguished Y. M. C.
A. Official, Delivered Several
Addresses ‘in Vancouver.

‘“The .greatest meeting for men ever
held iin Viancouver,” was the verdict of
those who were present at the gather-
ing addressed by Fred B. Smith, inter-
1ational secretary 'of the Young '‘Men's
Christisn Association, in ‘the Vancou-
ver opersa house last Sunday afternoon.
Standing reem enly was to be had at
3 o’clock, the hour advertised for the
commencement of the meeting, and one
hundred men were turned away. It is
estimated that 1,800 were present. The
moeting also was remarkable for its
duration. Starting at 3 o'clock, it was,
after 5 before it was dismissed. Mr.
Smith himself is, a3 wonderful manh;
tall, .dark, well praportioned, he loocks
what be is—a man strong in every par-
ticular. In his .addresses he. appeals
to men’s better mature, asks them to
be strong, to lead the Christian life.
Twe hundred. men and boys expressed
their determination to do so at Van-
couver on Sunday.

Besides the meeting in the opera
house, Mr. Smith addressed a gather-
ing of boys in the Y. M. C. A. gymna~
sinm on .Sunday morning at 9.30, spoke
in the Wesley Methodist church at 11
o'clock, and addressed another men’s
meeting at 9 o’cleck in the evening.

A number of members of the local
association, among them Secretary
Northeott, who went .over to hear Mr.
Smith, returned on Monday evening.
To them he stated that there was a
probability of his spending a consider-
able time on this coast in about a year.
During that period he would visit Vie-
toria.

COWICHAN NOTES,

Cowichan Station, March 19.—Th#§
house of J. La Fertune, near Mill Bay,
was destroyed by fire last Friday. The
family only succeeded in saving a few
articles. There was no insurance on
the building. ‘

A, H. Lomas has been appointed
government agent for this district in
place of J. Maitland Dougall, who has
retired. Mr. Lomas has held the posi-
tion-of constable-here for a number of
years.

Development work is to be com-
menced on another claim on the
Koksilah mountain immediately. This
is becoming quite a busy camp.

The Cowichan and Xoksilah rivers
are in good order for fishing now. Some
good takes of steelheads are reported.
The Jock Scott seem to be the fly to
get them with.

J. West, who has rented the Mayo
ranch for the last year, has moved
with all his stock and effects to a farm
which he recently purchased near
Somenos.

A farewell dance was given to the
young people of the West family last
week in the Cowichan hall and proved
a great success.

Services are now being held in the
new church here hy Revs. Messra,
Leakie and Dunlop.

A SMOKING CONCERT.

Victoria-United "Will Give an Emnter
tainment on Saturday Evening
at Sir Wm. Wallace Hall.

On Saturday evening a smoking con-
cert will be held under the auspices of
members of the Victoria-United Asso-
ciation Football Club. Tt will take
place at Sir William Wallace hall,
Broad strzet. The arrangements are ‘in
the hands of an energetic committee,
who are preparing an excellent pro-
gramme. It will be contributed to by
the best local musical and' dramatic
talent. Cigars, cigarettes and tobacco
will be supplied in large quantities, so
that a pleasant social time is assured
those attending. The Ladysmith play+
ers will be guests of honon A large
number of tickets have been disposed
of, and more should be sold before the
entertainment. A crowded house,
therefore, is expected. As has been
previously stated in these columms, the
Victoria-United club, in the determin-

| ation to make the past season a suc-

cessful one, have gone behind financial-
ly to a slight extent. For this reason
they are desirous of wiping off all debt,
and the smoking concert is expected to
accomplish that purpose. All lovers of
good amateur sport should make a
point of supporting the club in this
commendable effort.

RATLWAY FATALITIES.

A Midway dispatch says: ‘“Two men
were killed last week oa the line of the
V., V. & E. railway construction a few
miles west of Midway, the fataliiies be-
ing due to premature blasts. One acci~
dent happened on the work of T. J. Gal-
lagher, and the other on that of Johnson
& Anderson.

“The second accident, which was the
more serious, occurred at 5 o’clock fun-
day morning in a tunnel some three
hundred feet from the mouth. The night
men having finished drilling and twe
holes were being spitted, when one or
two went off, and seven laborers -were
showered with rocks. The first row of
holes knocked two men down ,and when
the second went off they were covered
with tons of rock. J. H. Quinn, the fore-
man, when taken out was found to be in
pad shape, with broken limbs and many
bruigses. A Finlander, Mat Lake, was
terribly injured and d@ied before reaching
the railway hospital at Midway. His
left leg below the knee was gone, one
eye out, jaw broken and the 'body -ter-
ribhlv ‘bruised.
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