Labor News
From
Ooast to Coast.

II

VOL. IV $2.00 Per Ye

Express

ROBERTSON CHAMPIONS

OTTAWA

ar. National and Rational

Hopes of Re

| BOARD FINDING

CAUSE OF RAILWAYMEN ~ ALBERTA MINERS

Senator Robertson, former mipister

of labor, hias sent a letter to Hon
A. K. MacLean, chairman of &he spe
¢ial eon on railway costy, deal
ing wit tements relative to rail
way employees made by How. George
Eangley F. N. McCrea, M.P.,, of
Bherbrook: Mr. Robertson -makes
specis s that Mr. Laasgley pro
poses thirty to forty two per
cent. inere and  that
Mr. MeCrea ¢
employees
trade unions

The itor opens his reply by re

ferring to the war record of railway
He points out that large
enlisted and that
no generyl wage inereases were giv
*én those who remained at home be
gween 1014 and 1918, The MecAdoo
award, K& stutes, granted less in the

employees

numbers of them

way of incredses than had been asked |

by the Canadian railway employees
80 that it was not true that ‘‘the
Canadian railway companies were

held up by

international

United States officers of
railway
the

unions and

forced to adopt MeAdoo awards
and supplements :
Recalls 1921 Wage Cuts.

In regard to the present

Robertson

wage situ

ation, Senator recalls the

: ’ |
reduction in railway wages as of last |

Jduly, roughly approximating $20,000,

000 annually wnd in addition ryh-uf
the recent negotiations for further
reductions. He calls attention to the
present gauge of the cost of living

index as prépured by the Department
of Labor
*i1t is worthy of note,’” he says in

Unemployment, wage reductions |
and of

Labor Office, will be among the im- |
portant problems dealt with at the |

decisions the International

thirty-eighth annual convention of the |
Teades and Labor Congress of Can-
ada. The convention will be held in
Montreal, commeneing Monday; Aug
ust 21, and will continue in session
until business is completed. |

The call to the convention.
by Tom Moore, President of the Con
gress, and P. M. Draper, Secretary
Treasurer, declares that ‘‘the effects
of the long-continued trade depres
sion and unemployment
are undoubtedly being severely felt

issued

consequent

by our affiliated unions.’’

The convention eall says: ‘' Arbi-
trary wage reductions, in some cases
in direet violation of the Industrial
Disputes Act; the removal of immi-
gration restrietions in face of the
eontinued serious unemployment; the
delay of the Dominien and Provin-
eial Governments in implementing
their obligations under the eovenant
of the League of Nations to give leg
islative effect to the eight-hour day;
unemployment and other
deeisions of the International Labor
Office, and other equally important
problems are subjects the eonvention
will be called upon to comsider.’’

insurance

| their utmost

{ attacked so

this conunection, ‘‘that the ecost of e B Gl o R i ol
living is higher today. than in 1078 ’ s H
when the McAdoo award became eof ation board, eh inguired int
feetive, Still more serious to th ie in Distriet 18, United
employees is the fact that while Mine ers of Ameriea, embrae
1918 rent, fuel and light constit i 106 Hnien seal e Alberts
39 per cent. of the total, H-l 1922 ol Baters Britiih  thbaabi.: var
these items represent over 50 per

vent. and rents are gubsts ally ns as to the fu
er than in July, ifv'.'u, wh the stry are ad as

of living was at its height

Employees Reasonable.
““The etfully
ted,”’ he at

railway employees have not failed to

view is res submit

continues, * Canadian

be reasonable and have submitted to

and accepted wage deereases as far

as is consistent with the deeline in | ponreser the operators The ma

living costs.’ rity report recomends the discon
The senator declares that in view SR .t. it henin 50-$11%

of these facts the proposal made by

Mr. Langley for a ws tion of lay he 1920

30 to 40 ‘per cent. could be “ae- | 2gTreeN v" of the

eepted by the railway nd . reduction

would be regarded by 7 e o

companies as ‘‘not only unfair, but The report recommends
mpossible of adoption.’’ that the rate be that of the
““Should - Parliament,”” he 1915-1917 ment with an inerease

cludes his letter, ‘“bring about a sit of 25 t. to contract miners ov

uation under whieh railway compan-|®f the terms of that agreement and

ies cannot make ends meet and pay |88 increase of 40 per cent. over that

wages sufficient to maintain presemt | A8Teement  on underground  day

living standards among their employ- | W88

ees, the employees are likely to use It is intim 1 that there are too

many mines rating in Alberta in
the and

that this is the main capse of season

endeavors to maintain
these standards I speak for the
8,000 telegraphers whom Mr. MeCrea |
unfairly in the House |*! employment. With so many mines

e | * 2 |
and venture to assert that the views|working the produetion for part "{,
éxpressed Kerein will be endorsed by | B¢ year will meet all demands. Dur- |
all of the 200,000 railway x-znpluyeﬂ;i“‘z the hearings one suggestion made |
s Oxusds.’* {was that there be federal econtrol of
{the mines to obviat

comparison with demand

this diffienlty |

{ 5 |

{and referemce is m to this in the
LESS UNEMPLOYMENT oy r
SHOWN BY FIGURES

— : The floodirg of the Manitoba mark

5 L8 " b
Bmployment Sgures to the Srst of{" with Ame nn-»an eoal is ‘:nuther rea

: g {son for part time work in Alberta’s|
June show a continued betterment “lfmmrs,
Dominion, | - {

DEATH OF A LABOR MP. |

b o

conditions throughout the

{

sccording to information available

at the employment serviee branch of 3z ‘
the department the |
| nounee

The Daily Herald regrets to an
the death of
Labour MLP. for Gower

From
first of the year, it is stated, thi¥ jm
provement

of labor.
\\‘.(]mmti
East Glamor- |

i

gan), whick occurred at Sketty, near

John
has
steadily maintained, until now there |

in econditions been |

is considerably less unemployment | SWansea, recently. Mr. Williams had
thitn in June; last year. | been seriously ill for the past 121

The number of employces actually v"‘nmh-. |
at work on June 1, according to re { John Willlams started life in a col '

liery in the Rhondda Valley, and lat- |
er became a checkweighman, He was
{then appointed a miners’ agent, and

|
ports reecived from 6332 employers, |
was 728,157, against 675421 on |
May 1. These figures, it was stated,
do not take into account the mumber
of people employed in agrieultural
work throughout the Dominien. i
Seasonal employment has of course,| On the retirement from Parliament |
taken care of & great majority of the  oF Mr. J. Aaron Thomas, then Liberal
unemployed throughout the agrieul .\l P. for Gower, John Williams con
tural areas, and from some sections it ;'"""" and won. the seat for Labor,
is being reported there are more jobs!;“”’ on each succeeding oceasion he|
open than there are men to fll them. ;'"'” it by |
Present indications, according to | Twelve months ago, owing to fail- |
efffcers of the iabor department, are | P8 heaith, he decided not to seek re
that employment conditions will con- | ®i¢tion, and Labour adopted R. R.
tinve to show the steady improve :""’f'""‘lL ‘?‘" preseat miners’ agent,
ment, which has been jas its candidate, i
since the first of the year. ! Mr. Williams was a lay minister ;
EATHERT |the Baptist Commexion. Among his|

3 s |
{many publie offices he was s governor |
ARE NBG’?‘T;'}%%‘ SCALE of the University College of Wales. 1

as om |
%ramr.' to the Western distriet, being
‘Ifnst stationed at Neath,

{wards at Swansea.

and after

Arge majorities,

maintained

Winnipeg~—Throtgh the medium nf; Europe’s efforts teo solve pmhlcma(
the Council of Industry negutiuinx?"‘mm‘h W of the Way the m'ighbo'ii
of a wage seale by the Bridge and|C*%"® up: He throws the trash over

- DENOUNCES RULING OF
U. 8. LABOR BOARD

Washington.—The ruling of the
Pnited States Labor Board ‘‘outlaw-
ing’’ the railroad uaions now om
strike was denounced by Samuel
Gowmpers, president of the Amerivan
Federation of Laber, in a statement,
as ‘““utterly Bolshevik in' character,’’

band unions at will.’’ The ruling, Mr.
Gompers added, was papably too ri-

S SRy Ve TR vo W LA T N b x>
a

Structural Iron Workers’ Unioh with | ™10 o9F yard.
{ thely employers has begun, and af—

ONT

SIGNALMEN TO REMAIN ON |
DUTY AWAITING CONFERENCE

SATURD

AT \Y, JULY Live

UNION OFFICIALS PLEASED
WITH CONDUCT OF MEMBERS

’ o R T S ;

Chicago.—A threatened extemsion of the strike of railway
shopmen to include 12,000 signalmen was prevented Friday by
members of the United States Railroad Labor Board, when D, W.

Holt, head of the Brotherhood of Railroad Signalmen, which has

heen taking a strike vote, promised to maintain the status quo

pending further canferences.

Meanwhile, railway circles expressed strong hopes of a quick
M. M. Jewell, head of the
shopmen, reiterated former statements that the shopmen were

settlement of the shopmen’s strike.

willing to econsider a setlement proposition submitted by any au-
thoritative body.

The situation is improving so far as the strike is conecerned, |
Mr. Jewell said, asserting that he had received reports from sev- |
eral points that ‘‘what few men did remain at work last Saturday |

and lfulniu}' joined the walkout Wednesday."’

Mr. Jewell said he had received a telegram from J. F. Valen-
tine of Cincinnati, head of the International Moulders’ Union, au-
thorizing a walkout of 2,500 moulders employed on the railroads.
He also exhibited telegrams from heads of the ladies’ auxiliaries of
the shopmen’s organizations in which it was stated that the wo-
men were doing picket duty.

Mr. Jewell did not reply to the letter of Chairman Ben W.|

Hooper of the labor board, whiech was considered coneiliatory in
some quarters, but said he expeeted to make reply after studying
it elosely. Mr. Hooper in his letter advised the shopmen to co-op-
erate with the labor board.

The sixth day of the shopmen’s strike was marked by little
violence except for a few sporadie outbreaks in widely scattered
sections.

Fixed Period of Grace.

New York.—At the end of the sixth day of the shop crafts
strike, railroadi entering New York reported shops and round-
houses were working with 35 te 60 per cent. normal forees, while
union leaders continued to claim new gains in the ranks of the
strikers. Rail executives united in a statement that all men en-
gaged to fill strikers’ places from this time forward will be con-
sidered permanent employees.

Three roads fixed a period of grace after which strikers will
not be rehired. The Pennsylvania announced its men would re-
tain their pension and seniority rights if they returned by to-mor-
row night. The Central Railroad of New Jersey set the “dead-
line”” at noon, Sunday, and the Lehigh Valley at midnight tomor-
row.

Other roads maintained previously adopted policies, viz., that
n:turuing strikers would only get the ““rights’’ of new employees.
Canadians May Strike.

Moose Jaw.—James Somerville, international vice-president of
the Machinists’ Union, who returfied to Moose Jaw from a tour of
Canadian railways from Montreal to Vaneouver, declared that
shopmen throughout Canada are prepared.to go on strike if rail-

{way companies persist in their attempt to impose the terms an-
inounced during May upon the men.

The men, declared Mr. Som-
erville, are determined that they are not going to submit to the
eonditions which the railways are attempting to impose ofi them,
especially with regard to Sunday work.

““The proposal of the railways is that the men should accept
straight time for Sunday work and hnlida_\";. We established the
payment of overtime for Sundays and holidays 25 vears ago to
elimifiate, as far as’ possible, work on Sundays. If the eompanies’
proposal to pay straight time for Sunday work is accepted, we
will debase Sunday the same as the United States and conditions
which we believed we had overcome years ago will be back,’’ he

said.
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hing Agreement in Shopmen’s

Btrike

LABOR INTERESTS | STRIKE SHOPMEN OFF PAY- -

T0 BE ASSISTED

Calgary.—Waiter Smitten, of Cal

| gary, secretary of the Alberta Feder
‘u'iun of Labor, will be commissioner |
| of labor for the provinee, an appeint
ment having been made by the gov
| ernment under the terms of the act|
passed at the last session of legisla- |

ture for the establishment of .a labor |
bureau.  The of Mr. Smitten
has been freely mentioned for some!

name

{time’ past as a likely appointee for
{the office and he is spoken of by
{many of the organized labor mem as
:W(‘“ qualified for it.  He will take up |
{ his new duties, it is expected, within
ia few days. ]
The act provides that the comimis- |
sioner of labor shall be the head of
{the bureau, the other members and
{officers of which will be appoinh-'l:
as may be found necessary.|
For the first Mr. Smitten will be en- |
i gaged upon the collection and tabu
lation “of data regarding labor inter
jests within the this |
{will oceupy a large part of his (ime,t
{ it is believed, for some months. Some |

later,

provinee, and

of the information gathered in this|
{way will probably be published
{due course. :

There will later follow, as an out
ecome of the investigations thus car-
ried on, recommendations to the gov
{ernment for new legislation affecting
‘labor in Alberta or the consolidation
and revision of the existing laws, It
is also provided in the act that the
commissioner and his bureau may be
entrusted with the administration of
certain aets. It is propesed, however,
that for the present Mr. Smitten
shall give his attention mainly to a
survey of the labor field in this prov-
ince and the compilation of informa-
tion and statistics as to conditions
therein. Other officers and elerks of
the bureau will be appeinted by or
der-in-couneil when
found necessary.

such action is

TRADE UNION DECLINE

In announcing a decrease of 211,
424 members from last year’s high
water mark of 1,583.058, the annual
report of the General Federation of
Tradé Unions says:—

‘“It was not to be expected that
the General Federation of Trade Un
ions would escape the effect of losses
in membership suffered by individual
trade unions. This loss is serious, but
as yet not so serious as had been an-
ticipated.

“There were few unions
which did not enjoy what may be
termed war-time influxes.

‘““Many who came into industry
joined the unions beeause they were
foreed, not because they were influ
foced by trade union comvietion.

‘‘Many, and this applies particular
Iy to women, no longer find employ-
ment in oecupations which lend them-
selves to trade union organization,
and so, though the number of nominal
trade ynionists is reduced, the sctual
trade unionists may remain even n
greater nunibers than in 1914,

very

The great problem for the future
te work out is mot whether the dead
ean come back, but whether the dead-
broke can come back, 4

| statement from the couneil tonight in-
| timates that a settlement may be
reached im a day or wo. The em-
ployers sought to have the old rate
of $1.10 per hour eut to 85 cents. The
union”proposed $1.05 as a basis of ne
gotiation, and both parties today have
s-bmitted new offers, that of the ! ASKS

s

stantial reduction in wages on cer
tain conditions,’’

ythe previous 18 menths would have

| dievlous and ¢ to be aecépted
. a8 permanent American government
poliey. !

“YIf anything could have been gal-
culatéd to inspire the workers with
_determination to win a vietory for

Arg t ia to be heard on an ap-
plication. to make p t an in-
terim injunction granted by Mr. Jus
fice Adamson restraining the umion
from picketing jobs being earried on

democgatic methods and for justiee in
their employment, thig action of the
board will have that result, unneces-
sary though it may be.'’

WANT AN AGREEMENT
COMPLETED AT ONCE

unanimously
as being in favor of having an im-
mediate agreement with the eleetrie-
8l contracters of the city, with a

‘an hour.
It was decided to communicate

d o meet the
itive of the umion in order to
“&n“&ﬂmwy-@eﬂ@nu

uinimum wage rate of ecighty cents|od.

in Winnipeg by men brought in from

‘Esl
3

:
£
4

.';
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zh
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been better handled better re-
sults would have attained if
labormen M_‘ d more fid

in their leaders. There were men in
the working elass movement, he
maintained, who thought it was ealy
Recessary to eall a strike for thei
{masters to fall at their feet. He
warned all trad 2
the parrot ery, ‘“wateh your lead-
-

Ty s

4
. [

THE POLITICAL

Resnk

of pr igainst the
Trade Union Act (1913) Amendment
Bill, now before a Standing Commit-
tee of the House of Commons, contivue
to pour i frem trade unions and

=

attempt to destroy the politieal of-
fectiveness of ‘the trade unions.

The Executive of the National Un-
ion of Gemeral Workers declares that
the Bill would institute class diserim-
ination and infringe the legal rights
of trade unons. 4

Other bodies to protest against the
measure include the Chesunt and
Grantham Trades Couneils, Dorches:
ter Tgades Council, Drake (Plymouth)
Divisienal Labor - Party, Waltham-
stow and Westminster branches of
the NUG.W.

. e
. Lendes~—By s narrow majority,

the leader of the lsbor party in Seuth
Afriea, Colonel Creswell, wad vietori-

The Bl strikes 5t the very foun-
dation of trade unioms participating
in polities, even for the sake of in-
_Mri.]

In the Apislion of the Executive of

the MF.G.B. he adds, it represents an

e

ous over Gen. Wylie reandidate for
the South African party in the par-
Hamentary by-slection at Stamford
Hill, secording to s Reser despaich
from Dusban. The vote was 527 to
$14. The result is a labor gain. The
vacsney was caused by the death of
W. Hunter.

{eonsidered on the samesbasés as men

M § T

ROLLS OF EASTERN ROADS

New York.—On the heels of the] Lecal offices of the Brotherhood of

United States labor board’s ultima. | Railway and Steamship  Clerks,
tum at Chicago, outlawing unions par- | Freight Handlers and ¥ xpress and
!1‘--1p.ﬂing in the National Shop|Station Emplovees today received or
Crafts strike, executives of eastern |ders from President E. J. Fitzgerald

that the strikers at

forfeited all
‘“rights,’” ipeluding pensions and pri

railrosds deereed Cineinnati,
of strike 19,500 ‘ em

| ployees of the New York Central, the

direeting

ballots

distribution

had automatically among

ority of prometion. Lehigh Valley and the New York,
“Union mén who decide to return | New Haven and Hartford. Ballots®
to their jobs will henceforth be en- | WeTe made returnable July 15

ACTION BY MANAGERS.

New York.—The Railway Mana
gers’ of New York an
{ nounced after a meeting, a decision
[to strike the names of all striking
from payrolls of eastern
roads entering. this eity, thereby de-

rolied as new employees and will be

employed to replace the strikers who |
continue in the services of the rail
roads,”’ the evecutives declared

Association

The strikers declared they were not
daunted by this action uor by the ac- |*hopmen

tion of the labor board. .in defining

their unions as ‘‘outlaws.’’” After s |Priving them of their seniority rights.
conference of their New York dis | The action follows the declaration of
triet ‘‘strike conduet committee’’ |the railroad labor board outlawing
they announced that: the strikers

““The strike was ealled when the| E. M. Rine, chairman of the associa-
railway employees department deecid- |tion, in making the announcement,
jed to outlaw the United States Rail |said the managers also had agreed

road Labor Board. As far the
men on strike are concerned, the
United States Labor Board does not

exist.””

48 {t« refuse further to recognize the un-

lons now on strike. New unions will
| be formed among men employed to
replace the strikers, he said

MAKE BIG CUTIN
e o mgners: voin o T RAILWAY WAGES

The Fire Fighters' Union of Cal !
z Stationary employees of ‘the Cana-

REQUEST BOARD OF
CONCILIATION

lasbor for a board of econciliation in

regard to the dispute between them {dian National Railways have been

sclves and the city of Calgary. Hlmrnﬁfd that on July 15th next, their
jwages will be reduced b

the city agrees to the appointment | y some six
of a board, this will make the see |per cent. About 400 men are af-

ait {fected in Ottawa and the classes in

O
ferences between ecivie firemen -nd!"’"rh the
the

The policy of the de !

partment of labor in disputes between | mum,houﬁr men, shop men, dining and
5 S el ¢ , | sleeping attendants, trackmen,

municipalities and their employees is | :

’ | maintenance of way men, repair men,
the less
The wages of
““the hig
engineers, econ-
telegraphiers,

ond board ecalled into being by

reductions will be made

i are i
western eities. r elerks, station employees,

ear
to set up boards only with the con :..” eleaners and others of
sent of the municipality econcerned.|bhighly paid groups.

Moosejaw agreed to the appointment i“”lt‘ big four,'” that
of such a board, and the labor depart- | four,”’ that the
ment*is now in communieation with jductors, trainmen and
the city of Calgary on the subjeet. | will not be affected,

j While so far ouly the Cunadian Na
Calgary, Alta—The Calgary Fire- |tional employees have been notified,
men’s Union is one of & minority of | it is eertain that the movement comes
the loeals belonging to the (‘nlgar_vifl'om the Canadian Railway Associa
Federation of Civie Employees which | tion, which embraces all the impor-
has econsistently declined to acceptitant railways in Canada, and there
wage reductions passed by the com-|is little doubt that the eut in wages

‘ jthan in‘June last year

missioners and the city counecil. The
commissioners deelived to agree to nn.;
arbitration with those dissenting lo |
eals separately, asserting that the|
city wage agreement provides for ar

bitration with the federation as al
whole. 'The federation officials will]
not ask for arbitration between the |
eity and the federation, but demand

separate arbitrations for each loeal|
dissenting from the wage awards of |
the commissioners. As a result of |
the deadloek, the loeal firemen ap-
plied to Ottawa for intervention.

EMPLOYMENT FIGURES
SHOW BETTER TIMES

-Employment figures to the first of
June show a continued. betterment of
conditions throughout the Demimion,
aceording to information available
at the employment serviee braneh of
the Department of Labor. From the
first of the year, it is stated, the im-
provement in conditions has_ been
steadily maintained, until now ‘there
is ' considerably less unemployment
The number
of employees actually at work om
June 1, according to reports reeeived
from 6352 employers, was 723,157,
as agninst 675421 on May 1. These
figures, it was stated, do not take in-
to account the nuniber of people ém.
ployed in agrienltural work through.
out the Dominion.

The annnal meeting snd election of
officers of Loeal 93, of the Brother
hood of Carpesters resulted in J. J.

will also exend to he C.P.R.

One man employed in Ottaws, with
& wife and five children, related how
the eut affects him. Before July 16,
1921, the date when the 12 per cent.
cut beeame effective, he was getting
$126 per month, That cut brought
his salary down to #111 per month.
The present cut reduces him asuvther
eight dollars per month and brings
his salary to $103,

DEADLOCK IN COAL
MINE NEGOTIATIONS

Washington.—Deadlocked over -a
basis of unegetiating & settlement of
the bituminous eonl strike, the confer
ence of operators and United Mine
Workers’ officials aceepted the sug
gestion of government representatives
and adjourned until next Monday.

When the adjournment was token
at L10 o'elock this aftermoon after
two joint sessions and an intermedi-
ate separate session of operators and
winers, Becretary of Labor Divis, one
of the govermmeut representatives,
said that mo agr nt had been
reached, no committee to continue the
disenssions in the meantime appoint-
ed and no sperific programme for the

f"nJ{az‘* por oo
ferent plais had been proposed.

. The sdjournment, it was said, in
government ecireles, will allow both
the operators ud.tle miners an op-
portunity to talk with their eol-
leagues in the fields, John L. Lewis,
president of the United Mine Work-
ers, will remain in Washington, and
it s considered likely that Alfred E.

id of the National Cosal

foh i

Halpin, one of the oldest b in

e '

| 4

& %

the eraft, being :
president. The other oficers for thé
coming year will be: VieePres, T.
Brady; recording seeretary, J. P.
M;Iﬂchluaﬂuy,l. A
Tapp; treasurer, B. Bellair; delegates
to Trades and Labor Council, Tom
Moore, Pat Gretn, E. Bellair and J.
J. Halpin.

4 report of the recent Ontarie pro-
vineial eouncil of ‘carpeliters was read
by the delegate, J. A. V. MeCaffrey,
mmdmm' who was
tendered 2 vote of apprecistion,
thasks asd comgratalution upem his
election to the ofice. His resignation
a8 finasicisl secretary of the loeal was
sccepted wik regret, owing teo his
having to leave the city in the near
future.

and head of the opera-
tors, will do likewise.

APPLY FOR DOAID‘

Winnipeg.-— Application for a bourd
of on has been made to Hon.
James Murdoek, federal minister of
iabor, by the Canadian Pseific Rail
way section of the Order of Railroad
Telegraphers, following the breaking
off of negotiations between the men
and the Railway Association of Can
oda. A chairman has not yet been
appointed, but the men bave named
David Campbell, of Winuipeg, to re-
present them. U. D. Gillen, of To
route, will be the railway company's
representative. PFailare 16 reach an
agreement on working’ conditions re
sulted- in the application for a bourd.

¥




