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GERMANY AND RUSSIA, desirable tenants or busin’esses. They
The Ebert government appears to be| tell of one landlord who introduced very
getting the upper hand in Berlin and| undesirable tenants into one house in
is said to have captured some of the order that he might cheapen and event-
Spartacan leaders, but the Spu.rtacanslually buy for himself adjoining houses.
have extended their operations in the| The people of St. John should give
provinces. There has been sharp fight- this whole question their most serious
ing in Berlin, and hundreds have been ' consideration. In the words of the
killed. 'Today’s cables appear to indi-| Municipal Journal:— :

cate that the government is gradua’-lyE “There is no doubt that if democracy

suppressing the outbreak in that city. It means anything at all it means better
ditions for the workers, par-

is clear, however, that the Bolshevist housing con
element still has hope of gaining the;txcul’arly in our large industrial centres.

Sehstery In Gor v as it has done ini’l‘here are some districts, even in Can-
Russia. In the latter country condi- | 3da, where the living conditions for the|

tions go from bad to worse, and there} workers are so bad that it is impossible|
>, 1 ]
are stories of a wild dream entertained; for them to comply with the health re-|

by Trotzky of raising a great army and gulations, with the consequence that:

| chronic sickness is part of the lot of their | %
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e { urban municipality have a great oppor-, soot Destroyer and Chimnez Sweegs
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gxe ‘:;1:51;: t‘; l;eep B,‘t’i“:l’f“‘s‘:‘ fn f:;:Stjtunity to remedy the evil it is their]
= i L S {bounden duty to take full advantage of :
A granulated compound whick When used -according to! dipections. will destroy soot in
Chimney, Stove, Range, Furnade Pipes or Boiler Flues. It will extinguish and prevent chim-
ney fires, also prevents the carbonic dcid in soot from eating out pipes.
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Each has its own good point. Let us explain

¥

ﬁnt;y; - gd:eﬁ; thei ar‘: fmt_::entu:iit, and thus help to bring about part?
Yo ro ake a hand in I8 SUP~) ¢ the consummnation of what our boys

:-)hressmn. There IS no couﬁrmation. Of v Been fighting for in France—the
e report that Lenine had been arrested right to live decent lives.”

by order of Trotzky, and the whole Rus-
sian situation is stili obscure. The sug-

Non-explosive—14 oz. and’2 1b. i)\acl;xige;.

gestion that if a truce is declared the
différent factions in Russia might tké
given a hearing at: the peace conterence!

however, Bolshevism fails in Germany |
the task of Trotzky in Russia will be
more difficult, '

e —————
OUR HOUSING PROBLEM.

In the opinion of the Associated Char-
jties of this city, and of Mr. W. F. Bur-
ditt, chairman of the housing committee
of the board of strade, the first step in
the direction of better housing sHould be
the adoption of a new housing law. As
Mr. Burditt explains, this is different
from a building law. It has to do with
health conditions. It deals with the
questions of samitation, ventilation, fire
protection, light, over-crowding, and
others which mark the difference be-
tween the healthy tenement and the
slum. A proper housing law K would
close a good many houses in St. John
until such time as they had been made
fit for human habitation or rcplaced by
others; and it would prevent the erec-
tion of undesirable houses.

"It will ‘of course be said that if places
occupied at a very low rental were
closed the tenants could not get quarters
esleswhere because they could not pay
higher rent, and there is certainly a dif-
ficulty just here; but if this argument
were to prevail we would never be rid of
slums and the evils in their train. In
the interest of society houses unfit for
habitation must be closed, the division
of one small tenement into two or three
stopped, and every house in which a
family lives made hezlthy and its in-
nates protected from the evils—both
moral and physical—of overecrowding.

The first need, therefore, is a proper
housing law to overcome existing evils
and prevent ‘their recurrence. The com-
mittee of the Associated Charities which
with Mr. Burditt has this matter in
hand will doubtless have a bill pre-.
pared at an early date, with the full sym-
pathy and co-operation of the public
health department.

This does not mean, however, that no
attention should be given to the erection
of new houses, or perhaps even a fairly
comprehensive municipal housing scheme,
financed from Ottawa by loans to the
municipality. Mr. Thomas Adams, the
town-planning expert, has directed Mr.
Burditt’s attention to the new possibili-
ties opened up by the action of the
Dominion government in making $25,-
000,000 available in the form of loans fo
‘provinces which in turn would pass the
loans on to municipalities. The Times-
Star prints today a summary of the On-
‘tario law offering loans through the
maunicipalities to persons owning land,
and to firms and companies. It is full of
valuable suggestions. The Canadian
:Municipal Journal, discussing different
ways in which a municipality securing a
loan might meet the situation, says:—

“T'o our mind there are three ways of
meeting the situation:

“By the municipality building
'renting.

“By encouraging local citizens to build
their own houses.by making direct loans.

“By a combination of both.

“Any municipality deciding to build
workmen’s dwellings on a large scale has
two good Canadian examples to follow
in the Toronto Housing Association’s
tenement system and the Pointe-aux-
Trembles housing system, 'both ‘of
which have proved financially successful.
A full account of the DPointe-aux-
Trembles housing scheme appeared in
our August issue. But no municipality
should attempt to build workmen’s
houses until it has adopted a town plan-
ning scheme, and no housing scheme
should be undertaken unless proper pro-
vision is made for decent living accom-
modation and recreation. It pays.”

The Municipal Journal regards the
plan of encouraging persons to build
their own houses as best, yet doubts if
enough would undertake the task to re-
.lieve the situation, but there is no reason
why the municipal council should not
also build houses. Mr. Burditt favors
a co-operative scheme, where a company
_would he formed to own all the houses,
each eventually owning stock equivalent
to the cost of the house in which he
lived. All would thus be alike inter-)
eicu in tne appearance of the whoie
group of houses and in keeping out un-
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THE RETURNING SOLDIERS.

|
|

: 5 S ; idered
will not appeal to the Bolsheviki I fN’.mg them, which is-now being considere

In connection with plans for placing
soldiers on the land, or otherwise help—i
in New Brunswick and other prOvinces,!
the following account of what is being{
done in Queensland, Australia, will be
of much interest. It was told by Hon."
J. A. Fihelly, minister of railways, in;
an interview in Washington recently. He'
said:— :

“We have plenty of fine agriculturzl |
and grazing land in Queensland, as only
a little) more than 8 per cent has been |
used out of 670,000 square miles. Thus, |
we can offer splendid opportunities to |
those returned men who care to settle,
on land. We have set aside 800,000 acres
for purely soldier settlements, in blocks
of fifty to 200 acres. Training farms
have been established in various centers,
and technical instruction is given the
men who are unaccustomed to agricul-
tural work before they take up their
holdings. One area, for instance, is de-
voted exclusively to the raising of pine-
apples, and not only is the returned sol-
dier instructed in.fhe growing of this
fruit, but five acres is planted and given
to him as a start. While these men are |
undergoing wghmical instruction, they are
pald $10 a week and their board and
lodging. ;

“The manager af the training. farm
decides when: each.man is competent t6
manage and ‘work his holdings, At this
stage the soldier-settler may draw up
to $2,500 from the agricultural bank.
Horses are loaned him with agricultural
implements, and even tractors if he
needs -them. If he is not fully occupied |
on his own farm, remunerative work is
provided for him at the central farm.
The government has established a store
at each of these centers, a savings bank
and a butcher shop, where the soldier
may buy at cost prices.

“For returning soldiers to whom farm
work is not congenicl, training in the
arts and crafts is provided. Everything
is working smoothly and the country is
absorbing the men as fast as they re-
turn.”

Those who heard Capt. Steele yester-
day have a clearer knowledge of the
splendid work done by the Salvation
Army during the war. It will continue
its beneficent services in the period of
reconstruction, and no organizétion can
make a dollar go farther in real service
than can the Salvation Army. Its ap-
peal for funds next week throughout
Canada is an appeal for the opportunity
to continue its great work for soldiers
and soldiers’ families.

® © © 9@

Premier Foster informed the Stand-
ard’s Fredericton correspondent on Fri-
day that a returned soldier had been!
chosen as registrar of deeds in Kings3
county. The correspondent sent the news
to the Standard. The Standard did not
print it on Saturday or today. It clam-
ored for a soldiers appointment, and
then refused to announce the fact when
the appointment was made.
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Toronto ‘Globe:—Dr. A. G. Simons of
the American Methodist FEpiscopal,
Church, Petrograd, who is now in New |
York, says: “The Bolsheviki made four
classes for food distribution—laborers,
who got food; minor clerical help, whe
got a little food; professional classes,
who got no food and aristocrats, who are
expected to starve” Is this the system’
that some Canadians cheer for?

® ® @
The British ministry of health is to

NOBODY HOBLE. : |

THE KAISER’S LAMENT.

Tell me, ye gentle winds
That around my castle roam,
Is there no spot upon this earth
Where I can find a home?
Shades of Bismarck tell me why
I kicked up such a row,
They say I'll get Hell bye and bye,
But I guess I'm getting it now.
Everywhere both up and down
The world they are after me,
To hang me like Old John Brown
Upon a sour apple tree.
If I should go to regions below
The Devil with rage would dance,

show
And not give

chance.
St. John, N.

LIGHTER VEIN.

His Birthday Gift.
Paul’s mother entered the nursery "one
morning and said to the, little six-year-
old: “Dearie, this is your birthday! What

him the ghost of a

B, V.

' special pleasure would you like today be-

gides. your presents 2% 3 "
After lengthy ‘consideration; Paul re-

énjoy 'séeing the baby. spanked.”

Never Tried It.

do you speak?’ asked of all rookies by
the personnel department interviewers
has brought many singular replies; but

. “Can you

who brought down the house
he drawled,

speak French?” “Dunno,”
“never tried.”

He Got a Raise.

(London Ideas.)

A merchant, while engaged in the of-
fice the other morning, discovered that
he had left his pocket-knife at home and,
as he needed one urgently he asked the
different clerks, but none of them hap-
pened to have one. Finally the errand
boy walked in and the merchant called
him, asking if he was able to produce the
desired article, Jimmy handed over his
knife.

“How is it, Jimmy, that you alone out
of my entire staff seem to have &
pocketknife with you?” smiled the pro-
prietor, eyeing Jimmy with undisguised
admiration.

less it's because my wages are so low
that I can’t afford more’n one pair of
trousers.”

Nothing to Brag About.

In the days before public utilities were
owned by the government, the street
transportation system of New York city
was operated by a private corporation,
of which Teo. P, Shonts was president.

One evening Prexy Shonts was not in

the ‘'underground tramway.
ing the mighty Mr. Shonts was aboard,
the power suddenly short-circuited,

| throwing the passengers in a heap on

the floor. A native of Italy with a pick
and shovel under his arm, rudely bump-
ed into Mr, Shonts, knocking his Knox

[

With
FOLEY’S
PREPARED
FIRECLAY

Knowing Id want to run the whole’

plied:. “Well, mother, I think E"W\n&}d‘

molished by the unsuspecting hoi-polloi.;

“Here, you!” shouted the angry rail-
way -executive, “do you know who I
am? I run this road.”

“Well, then, you’re makin’ an awful
mess of it, ain’t yer?” replied the Ital-
ian, in excellent New York English.

Mr.. Shonts told of his experiences at
the next meeting of the board of direc-
tors of his corporation, creating so much
merriment that no business was trans-
acted.

PROUD OF HIS REGIMENT.

Discipline of the British Soldier Estab-
lished on Traditions of the Past.

It was a wise decision on the part ofl
the English goyernment to create no|
new regiments when they entered the|

great war. Instead, the number of bat-!
talions in existing regiments was in-
creased. Many of these regiments were;
very old, and 'abbut them hung the tra-|
ditions of a glorious past. In uniting!
himself to such a body as the Royal|
Scots, the Welsh Fusiliers or the Blaek!
‘Watchy-as the case might be, a man un-
_consciously lost the sharpness of his own
individuality in the eager desire to con-!
form ‘to the traditional characteristics of

i The question, “What foreign Ianguages |

it was'a recruit from far up in Mzine

“Dunno, sir,” replied the youth, “u‘n—f

a hurry to reach home, so he dismissed
his limousine and started uptown via!
Not know-

a great company’ He was, in a way, no
longer Johin Doe or Richard Roe, but a
Royal Scot or a Welsh Fusilier, guar-
fiian of the usages of an age-old organ-,
ization, exemplar of its soldierly ‘con-!
_duct. Proud of his regiment, he was
| taught to prove his pride in his manner
‘and dress. ]

It was with the view of emphasizing
every detail of this pride that British
|mxlitary authorities decided to replace
) the bronze buttons of uniforms with
buttgns of brass, which the soldiers are®
required to polish daily. Even in the
trenches officers' and men miist shave
daily, and when after a week of hard
fighting and sometimes short rations,the
remnant of a battalion is relieved, it is
required to march at attention, with
parade-ground precision, as it leaves the
trenches for its Holiday rest in the rear.
It is this rigid subjection to every de-
tail .thzxt has in part made possible the
heroic stand that British troops are
‘malﬂng today against a more numerous
i foe. Their lines bend back, but they do
not break; they lose bit-by bit the
ground they figh{ over, but never their

 fighting spirit, their cohesiveness, their

‘!esprit de corps.—Century Magazine,

|
I

Troops on Olympic,
The H. M. transport Olympic is ex-

pected to arrive in Halifax Wednesday |
! of particular schools or groups of schools

with| more than 5,000 returning troops
on board. Of that number there are
four officers, fifteen cadets and 275 other
ranks for this district.
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Scoffand’s New
Education Act

Nursery Schools For Little
Children May Be
Provided

Age Limit 15 Years

But Continuation Classes Must be

Provided (6p to 18 Years asin
England — Adequate Teachers’

Salaries

Londen, Jan. 11—Perhaps the best
way to consider the Edueation (Scot-
land) Act of 1918 is not according to its
varying fortunes in Parliament, or its

sequence of clauses, but under the gen-|
eral headings of school-mancgers, teach-3

ers, scholars, instruction, and finance. As
regards school-management, the rfumer-
ous parish school-boards are done away
with and educction authorities are being
set up for every county, their duties ex-
tending to all the burghs within the
county except Edinburgh, Glasgow, Ab-
erdeen, Dundee and Leith, which have
their own education authorities. These

bodies are to be directly elected by the

persons registered as local government
clectors, the voting al any contested elec-
tion being on the plan of proportional
representation with the single transfer-
able vote. In this respect the measure
was greatly altered in the course of its
passage through parliament, since the
first proposal had been to make the edu-
cation authority, as in England, part of
the general local administration, so that
it would have been a mere committee of
the municipal or county council. Scot-
land’s interest in educational matters
was, however, too widespread and vital
to permit of such a logical development
in local govemment

To sevure a sufficient opportunity for
intimate parish or burgh management
of the schools, education authorities are
required to submit schemes for the con-
stitution of committees having charge

under their control. It is provided that,
on these school management committees,
there shall be due representation of the
education authority itself and of parents
of scholars, and that one teacher at least

| shll be appointed or nominated thereto.

While sueh committees are to have de-
volved upon them the general manage-
ment and supervision of the schools, the
education authority itself is to retain and
to exercise all its powers in regard to (a)
the raising of money by rate or loan and
the general control of expenditure; (b)
the acquisition or bolding of land; (c)
the appoiniment, transfer, remuneration
and dismissal of teachers; (d) the ap-
nointment of bursars and arrcagements to
facilitate attendance at secondary schools
and other institutions; (e) the recogni-
tion, establishment or discontinuance of
intermediate or secondary schools or of
centers of advanced technical instruction.
Nothing could show more clearly than
thig division of powers how great is the

We Have a Good Supply of
WELCOME HOME BANNERS
If you cannot come, we will
majl them to you anywhere.
'Phone 1933-31' — Kerrett's,
222 Union St.; open nights.
T.F

e ——————————

of maintenance, of the training,colleges
throughiout S¢dtland sych sum -as th
depagtment may determjhe, being a sum
proportioned to the number of’ fully
qualified teachers in the service of eac

education authority on the last day of
March in each year.

Lookéd at from the point of view of
| scholars, the provisions are not unlike
those in the English act. Local author-
ities may supply or aid nursery schools
for children between two and five years
of age, while the duty of every parent
to provide efficient education for his chil-
firen is now continued until they are

ficen years old; that is, a year in ad-
gzmec«s,of»thc present. English (or' the:
former Scottish) requirement. The: ex~
emption age is also raised by one year to
thirteen. This of course means that Lhe
education authority will have to provide
additional schodl places, ‘and in many
cases, a larger staff. It will also have
to submit to the education department
a schefne or schemes for the part-time in-
struction (minimum of 820 hours in a
vear) in continuation classes of all young
persons up to the age (ultimately) of
eighteen years. More than this, such
authorities are responsible for *schemes
| for: intermediate and secondary educa-

! tion .within their areas, and they are

sons, who seem likely to profit by in-
struction of such a nature, the help to be
by way of payment of traveling ex-
penses, or of fees, or of the cost of re-
sidence in a hostel, or of a bursary or
maintenance allowance, or by way of any
combination of these or other forms of
assistance. And the authority may even
assist any duly qualified pe rson resident
in the area to enter or attend a univers-
ity, or a training college, or a central in-
institution.

The provision of books, too, is per-
missible in county areas, not only for
children and young persons attending
schools or continuation classes, but also
for the adult populction resident in the
county. No one who reads the words of
the act can doubt that those responsible
for framing it had a broad conception of
education, and embraced in their outlook
every variety of scholar from the nurs-
ling to men 2nd women of the ripest age.

OBSOLETE PHRASES.

“What effect has the war had on the
English language?” asks a highbrow of
the Star.

Well, let’s see. It has. eliminated a
good many popular expressions that were
in use before the war. For instance,
there is this one: “If we should be at-
tacked by a foreign foe we could raise
an army overnight. . A million men
would spring to arms and be able to
lick the world,”

n very general use at one time, es-
pecially in congress and cabinet places,
and at Fourth of July celebrations. Now
marked “obsolete.”

Then there is that other one: “Why
do we need a large navy? No nalion
would dare come so far to attack us.”

o

e

permitted to help children or young per-]

Hearst

each year toward the aggregate expensel.

|
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| ganizations, stated that

ifrom,personul experiences that only mo-
| thers’ allowances could cure certain soc-

i ial conditions.
'the home, and I

t Hopes
Ontario May
Crant Pensions

’ »

tha. O“WD‘P" depu tation Ashng Mothers

'+ Mlléwances Meets Favor-
able Reply

Mighty Demand for Measure—
Fremier ‘Says Censideratien Al-
ready Given and Early Selutiop
is Promised ‘

A large deputation;-representing social
service organizations, organized Ilabor,
and various women’s and church organ-
izations, waited upon Sir William Hex'st
and Hon, W. D.:MecPherson last -week
in Toronto, to urge legislation for mo-
thers’ pensions at the coming session of
the legislature. i

Rev. Peter Bryce, spokesman, said:
“We are asking the government to take
action because the various organizations
represented have come to the unammoys
conclusion that private enterprise cannot
meet -adequately -the needs of the fath-
erless child.”

Rev. Gilbert Agar, of the Ontario Soc-
ial Service Council, told the premier that
the council was committed to the prin-
ciple of mothers’ allowances, “We could
have filled the largest hall in town with
gelegates on a request of this kind,” said

(e

J. T. Gunn, representing the views of
orgenified labor, stated that the neces-
sity for mothers’ pensions had been en-
dorsed time and again.

#*Qrganized labor has given its sup-
port repedtedly to a system of mothers’
pensions,” said Mr. Gunn, “and it will
continue to do s0.” He stated that from
the point of view of bettering the posi-
tion of mother, child* and state, nothing
could do the work so well as a properly
regulated system of mothers’ pensions. ;
_“It is most desirable at the present
time,” said the speaker. “Only a short
while ago David Lloyd George remar ked
that you “could never have an A-1 1im-
pire made up of C-3 citizens, We must
cpa}nge conditions if we are to have A-1
citizens.”

La'bor contended that the state should
provide for the children so that the mo-
ther. could raise them at home without
having to work outside.

_ Mrs. A. M. Huestis, in presenting the
view-point of the various women’s or-
she had found

“God placed women in
take it,” said the speak-
er, “that He intended to keep her
there.”

Si.r William Hearst stated that the
subject hadbeen receiving the consider
fxtlon o{ t_he government and that he hac
veen giving it much special attention
Iuplse}f. “The subject is a very com-
phcgted one,” said he. “The pension tc
soldiers’ widows and the allowances paid

Once good for an applause that would to widows under the Compensation Act
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be established within the next few
months. Its researches will be of im-
mense value to the country, not merely
in regard to epidemics but for the gen-

eral good of the people.
© © © @
~ It would be interesting to know how

many foreigners were in the meeting in :
Toronto yesterday which cheered for §

Liebknecht and the Socialist revolution,
demanding also the release of all poli-

tical prisoners.
.
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Senator Robertson, minister of labor,

counsels Canadians to keep their heads §
and the hardships of the reconstruction :
period will be much more easily over- P

come. This is sound advice,

> B

K &

The peace conference is now prac-
tically in session in Paris, although as
yet dealing only with the preliminaries.

&

f ecven by the education

Why
not

Have the Full Flavor | |

l

wdvantage of having an education au-
thority intermediate between the central
lepartment and the old parish schoal
board.

Next, to consider the position of teach-
ers under the act. It is clready clear that
| they are no longer to be subject to the
parochial control of former times; fur-
| ther, the dismissal of certified teachers,
authority, is
hedged about with restrictions. That
authority is also required to submit for
the approval of the education department
o scheme of scales of salaries, “satisfving
such conditions as to minimum national

“raise the roof.” Now laid away in the|al] hav ] i : [
morgue of “Old Engl'sh Literature.” In| that t;fe :vzll)re aiL;l2€egnt}1t:i;<?vlf:r};g2r.\ti\\3i‘l"
the same envelope is the expression of | get all the information we can, either by
the late Jerry Simpson of Kansas: “Why | a royal commission or by gome other
build anothe.r battlesh%p? We caxL’ti means, and we shall endeavor to reach
shuck corn with them things.” a satisfactory decision. I'entirely agre.
Here is another one, at one time re-! with all' that has been said. Home is
garded.as a gem of sound English in,the one place for bringing up childrer
campaign oratory: “Why, these United |an8 it is-one of the’ greatest calamities
States ‘ could build a wall around .the- know of for a good mother to be <llc~‘
coast, sSeal the gates, and live without| prived of her children. The question i
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{| scales of sslaries for teachers as may be
B! 1aid down by the department after con-

sultation with representatives of the edu-
cation authorities and of the teaching
nrofession.” It will be abserved that no-
thirg is said in the act about pensions,
but neither was anything introduced un-
der this head into the general English
measure. A separate bill, passed just

B | hefore the dissolution, provided super-

"annuntion allowances for English teach-
lers, and doubtless their Scottish col-
[leagnes w'll have-some similar provision
made for them by the new parlinment.
T'here is, however. a notable clause in
regard to the training of teachers which
far outruns any provision for thet pur-
pose in Bngland. It directs that every
education authority shall contribute .in

communication with, or help from, any
country on the globe.”

Marked “Old Stuff” and laid away
among the  archives of obsolete ex-
pressions.

There are others, some from the high-
est authority in the English language

one that has been having our thought.

can promise you that it will have it agai,
in the immediate future and we hope t
come to a satisfactory solution.”

Argentina has spiders which spin w.
on telephone and telegraph wires heav
enough, when wet with dew to cause

and its uses. For instance: “Too proud
to fight.” i

Put away and marked: “To be for-
gotten.”

There are others—oh, very many
others—once cherished as the very pil-
lar and ground of truth, that have beeh
literally shot to pieces in the war.

Possibly this does not answer the
question of our highbrow inquirer, but
it is ‘worth notice in passing.—XKansas
City Star.
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The stars that may be seen by the
nzked eye in both hemispheres number
about 6,000.




