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*AM( NG LACONIA’S

other and Daughter From
Chicago Were on Board
Liner Torpedoed Without
Warning, and Are Sup-
posed to Have Been Drown-

London, Feb. 26.—According to a

' town, Mrs. Foy and daughter, who

| were aboard the Laconis, are missing
suppesed to have been

idrowned.
¢ (It is prohable that Mrs. Mary E.
d Miss Elizabeth Hoy of Chi-
4 the passengers referred to.
ey were in the first cabin.)

YWENTY SIX OTHERS.

ed—Seven From Toronto. |

‘New York, Feb. 26.—Twenty-six
six of whom were cabin |
and 20 paid members of’

the e on board the Cunard
‘liner Laconia’ from New York, Feb.
/18, for Liverpool, with 75 passengers
and a crew of 216, when the vessel

. sunk by a German submarine

day night. One casualty, as yet
¥ anidentified, was officially .reported
by the Liverpool office of the line to
pfficials here.

The names of the American passen-

% and their addresses, as given by
the line here, and confirmed in part

Ly relatives In the United States, are

as follows: -

’Floyd P. Gibbons of The Chicago

ribune;

-Col. 'Frank K  Harris. ted’
Coast Artillery, Corps; sm'l:igen-

;  Arthur T. Kirby, Baipbri e,

Mrs. F. E. Harris, v{}te ?éj

NY: Mrs. Mary . Hoy, Ch L
Miss Elizabeth Hoy, Chigago; Rev.
& s Wareing, Norfolk, Va.

7%@ Americans among ghe crew
" ‘sere signed here and gave New York
afid Brooklyn as their places of resi-
dence, They were stokers, coal trim-
mers, wipers and seamen.

While details of the cargo of the 'La-
conia were withheld under a recent
ruling of the customs officials, it was
jearned at the office of the company
that the following items were among
the principal commodities carried:

One thousand bars of silver, 40,000
bushels of wheat, 2,843 bales of cotton,
1,408 boxes of fresh’ fruit, 3,000 tons
of shell casings and other war sup-
plies, and 9,000 tons of provisions.

1t was positively stated by officials
of the line that there were no expio-

| sives on board.

' . ' In addition to cargo and passengers,

i the Laconia carried 5,000 bags of
/TInited States and Canadian mail, 1,-

300 sacks of which had been trans-
'ferred from the American liner St.
' Louis. The Laconia, sailing on the

same date the Holland-American Hner
i Ryndam returned to port after being
| turned back from her voyage to Rot-

MISSING
LACONIA'S SINKING
LEADING TO CRISIS

Washington Sees Great Grav-
ity of New Situation Pre-
sented.

AWAITING DETAILS

Apprehension is Felt Lest

Overt Act Has Been
Committed.

Washington, Feb. 26.—The sinking of
the big Cunarder Laconia . apparently
without warning and with 26 Ameri-
cans on board loomed up tonight as
the most serious disregard of Ameri-
can rights since the ruthléss German
submarine campaign began. Govern-
ment officials here made no attempt
to conceal their concern.

Officials pointed out that, while final
reports may show that no American
lives were lost, the fact will remain
thiat the 26 Americans on board were
illegally assaulted on a peaceful mis-
sion and escaped death only by good
fortune.

The U. S. iz concerned in the sink-
ing of the Laconia also, because a
Jarge wmout of diplomatic mail had
Leen entrusted to her after thegAmeri-
can liner St. Louis had canceled its
gailing. The state department after hav-
ing had its malil held on the St. Louls
fcr three weeks, had transferred it to
the Laconia, when it was definitely
announced that the St. Louis would
mot eail until it secured guns.

In the absence of official informa-
tion expected hourly from Consul
Frost no official would venture an
opinion on the outcome of the sink-
ing, btevond saying that’ it would
gravely complicate the already criti-
cal sitvation with Germany. Whether
it may prove to be the overt act, will
depend. entirely on the actual facts.
expected tomorrow.

AMERICAN SAILORS
HAVE BEEN RELEASED

Notice Comes Thru Spanish Of-
fice, But No Other Information
is Given.

Washington, Feb. 26.—Ambassador
willard at Madrid cabled today that
the Spanish foreign office had notified
him that 72 American sailors taken
into

.the . Turks were making a full fe-
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ADVANCE ATTAINS D
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ward From Fortress on
. Tigris.

HORSEMEN IN PURSUIT |

General . Maude " Promptly
S‘:ends:'Out Cavalry to :
Attack' Enemy F lank. -

Special Cable ta The Teronto World, j

London, Feb, ' 26.—Andrew. Bonar (
Law, chancellor of the- exchequer, an-|
nounced in the British House ‘of Com-4
mons this afternoon that the British
forces in Mesopotamia, under Gen.} .
Maude, have recaptured Kut-el-Am-
ara. This town had remained in Turk-|
ish hands since the surrender of Gen.| '
Townshend and his garrison of 9000|
men; nearly a year ago. Mr:. Law satd| :
that the Turkish garrison was in full',"?
retreat. < ;

An official communication of the
British . war  office shows that the
Turks. began their retreat the morn-
ing after the British had crossed and . ng

e ) 3 '
: b

B o RS BTl
FLIGHT-LT{ E. SYDNEY DUGGAN.

e

FLIGHT-L \N. FILGHT-LT. R, D. BRADSHAW. | :
Tiwo Torantd soldiers, who were teturning to active seryice on the Lacorta, |south of the Somme was driven off with loss.
S when'! ship’ was torpedoed. “They had both been home on'leave follow-

severfil months spent in France,

Line is Creeping Nearer Bapaume, the Famous
German Strongheld, Which is Rchd to
Have Been Destroyed Before the Enemy Re-
treated—=New German Line Will Be Approxi-
mating Arras and Cambrai—British Army

Hopes for End of “Stationary’’ Warfare.

: London, Feb. 26.—The British advance along the Ancre River
| has attained a depth of two miles and extends along a front of about
eleven miles, according to the official report from British head-
| guarters in‘France tonight.

The textreads:

“The movements referred to in the communications Saturday and

fe. maintai during the day on both banks of the Ancre.

< sce. extends over a front of about eleven miles, from = east
| of Gueudmt to south of Gommecourt, and has attained a depth
EE .. - ddition to the Vill e of Serre reported yesterday, we now
‘| occupy &C;ph‘ong point known as Butte de Warlencoust and the
| villages of 'Warlencourt-Eaucourt, Pys and Miraumont. = We have
| reached the outskirts of Lebarque, Irles and Puisiewx-au-Mont. .
“A hostile attack made early this morning on one of our posts

“Weamedoutnmeeehﬁllradﬂmmommgmﬂhdm and

bridged the Tigri§ River and hadf
carried. a ridge across the neck of
the Shumran  bend. In the early|
‘moruing the'Britinl} patrols say that}

g

treat in the direction of Baghallah,
24 miles west of Kut-el-Amara. The
British are giving the enemy . close

2

e

x‘»( fah

VE BILLION DOLLARS

o R Ay $ oo

| captured 24 prisoners; ‘We also entered the enemy’s trenches during

Y LOAN TOTALS |t s s

y south ﬁcmmddnow\ﬂtdem We car-
. ardme a number of points and caused

pursuit, and they had taken 1780 pri-
soners in two days’ fighting. The
struggle has now pecome of the open
fleld variety, and ‘it ‘has extended to a
wide front, s? that the full extent of
the Turkish losses has not been as-

certained.

The Official Version. People SUchribe.

Britain Doubles Best Effort Made in,(;ierizjnd;:;:r,
Bonar Law Says--More Than Five Million

| ‘5 the aic fghting yostrday ove German aicp
' MAY GO FARTHER BACK. ‘
ThefuﬂexlcntoftheﬁmreﬁrmentintheSomme area
has not yet developed. Outpost fighting continyed today between

The British official communication
says:

From reports from the commander
of the Mesopotamian expeditionary
force, the course of operations on the
Tigris during the 24th was: The pas-
gage of the -stream of Shumran, on
the 28rd was rapidly and effectively

London, Feb. 26.—Andrew Bonar
Law, the chancellor of the exchequer,
this evening gave the Associated
Press the following analysis of- the
new war loan:

The new money subscribed to the
war loan is £1,000,000,000. The num-
ber of subscribers is 5,289,000, includ-
ing 8,200,000 subscribers for £25,000,-

(Concluded on Page 6, Column 6).
000 of £1 for 15 shillihgs 6 pence
war savings certiflcates of a cash

GLOUC S | value of £19,800,000, If subscribers of
] one shilling and upwards, but of less

than 15 shillings 6 pence should be

added, the tota] number of subscrib-

P ers, would exceed 8,000,000, .

The total new money of £1,000,000,-

g . strong British patrols pressing forward over the newly yielded ground
000. includes £126,000,000 subseribed' oo the German rear guards, who ﬁ.llhck under the fire of their

in the form ot1 trea,suryﬂbil}s. There
were no special subscriptions from hem’“ c.]md' m' 8. ¢
banks, whereas in the war loan of ; t 5 & % . 2

There has been comparatively little light artillery fire, the Ger-

églsks the special subscriptions from
anks cams to £ 200,000,000 out of the . o 8 o
mans evidently depending on their heavies mounted on railway

total of £616,000,000 then subscribed. ‘
tmcks,whicheouldberuhedawayatﬂnehstmoment in case . of

The public subscriptions in 1915 were,
compared neceaity.

therefore, £416,000,000 from about
with- public. subscriptions of £1,000,- i i L
l The British continued to move forward all along the line from -

1,100,000 subscribers, as
000,000 from, at the' lowest, 5,289,000,
s“bs‘;g:::;ﬁson A ey | just south of Gommecourt to Le Transloy, the latter point apparent'y
The “largest German war loan was, being the pivot from which the German retreat swings backward. The
line has been carried well to the northeast of Serre, while Irles and

the third, which, at the rate of 20
(Cencluded on Page 9, Column 4). | Warlencourt are in British possession. Serre, Pys, Warlencourt and

Conservative Candidates Bare-
ly Save Deposits, Incom-
plete Returns Show.

'U.S. TO PROTECT SHIPS
| WILSON FORCES ISSUE ized them to bits of stoue snd brick, the remasnts of which w2t oow

Miraumont, like other famous points in the Somme battlefield, such
as Pozieres, Courcelette and Contalmaison, long ago ceased to have
form as villages. The artillery fire they endured for months puiver-

apots 29¢

decorated Eng-
. five to seven-

ly imper= .29

day at ..

Brooms were
o expensive 11
many years 43
present, bus
nufacturers teil
will be higher
hey are lower.
day we will sell
-ade” brooms
ydc%:)sc price 49

e — e

on the prize ship Yarrowdale
Germany had been released by Ger-
many on Feb. 16.

mAbsolutely mno other details were
given either as to the whereabouts of
the men now or the long delay in
hearing from Berlin on the many re-
guests for their release.

{ferdam by the submarine menace, had
on board nine of the Ryndam'’s pas-
sengers.
! No Warning" Given.

The Laconia. when she left here,
was armed with one defence gun,

£ WAR SUMMARY .»

THE DAY’S EVENTS REVIEWED

_JConcluded on Page 6, Column 7).

\

\

" N EWS received from the British front last night shows that the Ger-

mans are continuing their retreat and the British are continuing

their advance in the Ancre Valley. The British advance has now at-
tained a depth of two miles on a front of eleven miles from a point east
of Gueudecourt to a point south of Gommecourt. In addition to Serre and
Petit Miraumont, the British have occupied the strong point of Butte de
Warlencourt and the villages of Warlencourt-Eaucourt, Pys, and Miraumont,
and they have reached the outskirts of Lebarque, Irles, and Puisieux-au-
Mont. Since this retreat has come after a series of local actions and local
@egeats of the Germans, it iz plainly of the variety of a retreat after a
defeat.

o ™ L] * L »

Unofficial reports from British headquarters in France say that the
(}ermans are continuing to retire. The British pursuing force is creeping
forward with aeroplanes preceding it overhead and they are occupying
I:ne after line of strongholds, declared by the Germans last year to be
impregnable, The British staff is keeping secret its knowledge of where
the Germans intend to make their stand again, but rumor conjectures that
they will attempt to hold a line between Arras and Cambrai. The Germans
are pivoting their retreat on Le Transloy, and Field Marshal Haig is forcing
a salient on them at Gommecourt. Into this village the British batteries
poured a terrific fire yesterday and the German lines at this point may give
way next. Whether Sir Douglas Haig, since he has started the enemy on his
retreat, will keep up the forcing of salients so as to compel the enemy to
still further retrogrades depends a great deal on the condition of the ground
and_ other factors conductive to a rapid advance. The German retreat this
:D:tlng contr;sts sharplﬁ' with their steadfast holding of every inch of ground
ast year. he allies had then to take every
o st Bl ery foot of ground from them by

Ld * L4 * ]

In their retirement the Germans are abandoning many stro i
that they previously deemed impregnable and the good p}c;mt &xta)%upto:g;:t;z
thaf the British soldiers will not have to storm them and suffer casualties
Opinions differ as to the strength of the positions which the enemy has con:

#ructed in the rear of his abandoned lines. Some persons believe that they
[Are a8 strong as the old ones, but London military writers have commonly

(Continued on Page 6, Cols. 3 and 4.) 4

MAJORITY NOW SIX
Liberals Have BiglLead in

Wew Brunswick’s Popu-
lar Vote.

- §t¢ John, N.B., Feb, 26.—By carrying

heavy majorities, the Iaberal opposi
tion comes into power in New Br\m?‘
wick with a clear lezd of six seats/n
the legislature out of 48 seats. The
Liherals have 27, leaving the govern-
ment 21, as compared with two seats
for the l.iberals and 46 for the Conser-
vatives in the ilast house.

A large vote was polled in Glouces-
ter, and while the returns ore not
complete, owing to the difficulty in
gathering the figures in Shippegan,
Miscou and other islands off tha coast,
it would seem that the government
candidates barely saved their depcsits.
The Caraquets went three to one for
the oppcsition, while in West Bathurst,
where the lcader of the government
ticket, J. Bennett Hachey, who is also
the Conservative federal candidate in
Gloucester, lives, the opposition had a
largs majority.

Decisive Majorities.

The opposition has won 10 of the 17
ridings in the province, splitting even
in another, and has a large majority
of the popular vote. In net one of the
17 ridings did the government make
gaing.  While scme opponents of the
new government have made the stete-
ment that the French-gpeaking sec-
tions defeated the Murray administra-

all four szats in Gloucester today by{

be used by the British in restoring

B;ll. Introduced Into Congress Following President’s
Solemn Declaration That Rights on Seas Must
Be Upheld—Extra Session May Be Forced.

i Waskington, Feb, 26; — President
AWilson today took the inevitable . step
and asked congress for authority to
use the forces of the United States to
protect American ships and lives
against the German submarine men-
ace—to put the nation in a state of
armed neutrality.
The immediate response was the
introduction in the house of a bill, ap-
proved in advance by the « president,
empcwering him tto furnish guns and
gunuers tto American ntmen,
and to “emplcy such other instrumen-
talities ana methods” as may become
necessary and providing tor 2 $100,-
600,000 bond issue to -be used in his
discretion for war insurance to en-
courage American commerce to brave
the submarine peril. The bill may be
brought up in the house tomorrow
special ' rules for its ifmmediate con-
sideration.
A similar bill will be considered to-
raorrow - by the senate foreign ' rela-
tions ‘committee.

May Force Extra Session.
The  president’s long-expected 20~
tion, while rcceived in the main ‘with
expressions of, support, threatens to
force an. extra sesgion of congress.
Republicans, distneclined to . grant
planket authority while congress is in

tion, thc returns do not show this,
for the river counties, Queen’s and
Sunbury, all English, end Victoria,
mostly Englich, converted pig gov -
ment majorities into opposition (;g:.-
jorities for the first time in many
years, while in York, King’s, Charlotte, ;
8t. John City zmd St. John County,'
21l English, very large governmeut ma- |
jorities were cut down from 100 to 400l
Yotes. In St. John City in 1912 three
of the four opposition candidates lost
their deposits. This year one of the
four opposition men was elected, and
the three others came within 200 votes

'

of winning.

recess,. give evidence of opposing the
legislation tho president asks, not for
the purpose of withholding it, but to
fcrce him to have congress in special
session to take a hand in the next
steps, which they feel will lead to war.
The Republicans are receiving passive
support from the Democratic element
classed 2s pacifist

.The administration faces this divi-
sion in its own ranks in'its effort to
convince the kaiser that the United
States is preparing to enforce respect
for its rights on the high seas. Some
Democrats point to the president’s
own statement in his address today

that he considered he already had im-

the roads to a passable condition.

CREEPING NEARER BAPAUME.
, The weather cleared today and the airplanes, quick to take ad-
{ vantage of flying opportunities; were up, closely observing the Ger-
man movements. The British line today was creeping nearer Ba-
paume, the famous German stronghold, in regard to which there

hd suthority to act and might do were reports that the garrison had blown up what had .been pro-

so without sanction of congress.
Wilson himself, however, said he pre-

Mr. | claimed as impregnable fortified cellars and other various underground

ferred not to act on implications, and| \orks on which they had labored for the greater part of two years.

did not desire to be left without spe-|

cific authority,

which to turn. All these things point

toward an extra séssion, altho a way

out ‘may develop at the last moment.
Laconia Casts Shadow.

Altho President Wilson told con-

'.nd. no congress to| The roads leading into Bapaume were also reported to be obstructed
by giant trees, mine craters and other barriers. No official hint as to
the probable line the Germans propose taking up could be obtained
tonight from any member of the British staff. There have been many

gress he was not acting because of the | s 2
Jong-feared “overt act” mews of the comjectures during the past week, however, that when the Germans

destruction of the Cunard liner La-
conia, with “Americans on board, was

began to fall back under pressure

they would probably make no real

received here as he was entering the resistance until tbey reached ali : . 4 5 i C '

doors of the capitol and was  passed

doors Of K & ‘mouth thru congress brai. It is known that the Germans have been preparing defenses

while he was speaking. Lacking de-
tails, its ser!o;xsness could not be es-
timated, but it was apparent every- %
where that it gave -weight to the pre- peded allied offensive.
sident’s words, . then falling ,upon a
body of grave, silent legislators, as-

thntfarbackfor_wmeﬁ:m,wlnretheyhopetoboldqimttheex-

FIRE AT GOMMECOURT.

sembled before him in a sombre 'mo- A fire was ol ed at G ¢ tod y, & bOlW ill "y

ment of American history, weighing

the declarations which may lead the|gion going on, and this may be the next salient to give way. One of

United States to war. -
But the president mage it clear that the German trenches, which has

(Concluded on Page 7, Column 4).

AN INVESTMENT IN FURS.

passed into British hands, had the

official name of “heaven trench,” altho its condition suggested any-
thing but that. TheGefmmreﬁrement,com'mgwclonlym the
heels of unrestricted submarine war, forms one of the most interest-

Last days of the season for selling ingplumofthegmtwar.’l’hoa gavetbeﬁntinl' son of

preparatory te afs

ranging for the mil-

Jinery opening which

will take place early

in - March. All' furs

reduced 256 to 60 per

cent., imcluding a com-

plete assortment of

eets that are popular

and - serviceable - for - spring  Wear.
Hudson Seal and Persian Lamb coats
at investment prices. Dlne::‘:, ”I;g
Yonge = street, Toronto, & -

King street west, Hamiltn. warfare. s

court three weeks ago.

events of the past two days have

umy,nthrﬂlwhichseenutoformsttheondofdn

the near approach of their retirement when they evacuated Grand-
This was evidence of new German tactics,
for thruout all the bitter fighting of 1916 they never yielded an inch
of ground umtil they were driven out at the point of the ‘bayonet.
mbmudmthdGrMnowbemu
the greatest retreat on this front since the battle of the Mame. The

thru the entire British
“ltlh.nllln”

sent a




