
VIU RECOLLECTIONS

if fidelity to their essence and foundations

comes to be overclouded by the falling mists

of afternoon.

Mockers say that men of principle are

dispensed from the necessity of succeeding;

principle is its own reward. But the ironic

pomt depends on your standard of success.

We may perceive plenty of wrong turns

taken at the cross roads, time misused or

wasted, gold taken for dross and dross for

gold, manful effort misdirected, facts mis-

read, men misjudged. And yet those who
have felt life no stage-play, but a hard

campaign with some lost battles, may still

resist all spirit of general insurgence in the

evenmg of their day. The world's black

catastrophe in your new age is hardly a

proved and shining victory over the principles

and policies of the age before it.

A personal story is soon told. In political

records its main interest must lie m the

points at which it chances to touch weightier

things besides the familiar matters of to-day.

What arms did your man carry in the serried

conflicts of his time? Did he let them rust,

and trust for safety to his shield? What


