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and conciliatoy as it was, forced the hand of the Transvaal Presi-

dent before his general policy was quite matured. As the

diplomatic negotiations proceeded and the war itself developed it

became a struggle for Imperial unity as truly and fully as was the

American Civil War. Two great Colonies of the Empire were

threatened, the principles of equal right and equal liberty upon

which its entire self-governing portions have been built up and

maintained were spurned, and the feeling of unity which has latterly

grown so amazingly amongst its various countries was openly flouted

by the treatment of the Uitlanders and the attack upon Cape Colony

and Natal. Backed by the undoubted ability of President Kruger,

the sentiment of racial unity amongst the Dutch of all South Africa,

the swords and science of European officers and experts, the

immense sums drawn from the Uitlanders and possibly from

Europe, the armaments prepared during a long term of years with

skill and knowledge, the characteristics of a people admirably

adapted through both knowledge and experience for warfare on

South African soil, the Boer cry of " On to Durban " was really more

menacing to British interests and conditions of unpreparedness

than was the cry of the Parisian populace, in 1870, to the Kingdom

of Prussia. A war with France might not have been nearly as

difficult or as serious a matter to Great Britain under existing

conditions as the war with the Boer Republics has turned out to be.

The loss of South Africa, or the failure to assert British

supremacy as the Paramount Power in that region, would not only

have humiliated Great Britain in the eyes of rival nations everywhere

and precipitated peril wherever aggressive foreign ambition could

find a desirable opening, but it would have lost her the respect, the

admiration or the loyalty of rising British nations in Australia and

Canada ; of lesser Colonies all over the world ; of swarming mil-

lions of uncivilized races in Hindostan, China and Northern Africa.
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