
II Corinth, v. 6.

Therefore we are always confident ; knowing
that whilji we are at Home in the Body, we
are abfentfrom the Lord,
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N the Worlci^ ye fhall have Tribula-
tion"—was oneofthelaft Declarations
of our blefled Saviour to his Apoftles,

He forefaw the Trials that awaited
them—that neither the Innocence of

Life which diftinguifhed them, nor the Purity and
faiutary Tendency of the Dodlrines they taught,
could defend them from Obloquy and Perfecution.
Of this he warned them, that they might be pre-
pared for thofe afflifting Events. He aflured them
that the World would " hate and perfecute them

—

" yea, the Time would come that whofoever killed
" them would think he did God Service."

Th.se Predicflions were all literally verified.

The Apoftles and other primitive Chriftians fuffered

whatever could be inflided by unbounded iVIalics

and Virulence. They were loaded with opprobri-
ous Calumnies i the fanguinary Decrees of the
abandoned Jews and idolatrous Heathens were
executed againil them with the mort favage and
unrelenting Cruelty, as the A£i5 of the Apoftles and
other ecclefiaftical Records amply teftify. To be
a Chriftian was then the fame as to be an Objeft
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