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10 OUIGINALITY.

flow'np:, wliioh was well enougli known bofore, and could

haiJly havj escaped the attention of the ".iiost unohservant,

but t'le manner and direction of its flow. There are two getis

oF blood-vessels in the huaian body, eacli set consisting of

large vess<ds opening into the heart, and branching off into

em.iller and still smaller vessels till they penneatc the whoFe

body. One set are called arteries, and the other veins.

The opin!(m before Harvey's time was that the blood flowed

backwards and forwards in each set of vessels, first iiowin^

out from the heart to the extremeties, where both veins and

arteries are contracted to almost insensible dimensions, and

then reversing its course and returning by the same way that

it came. Harvey discovered that instead of flowing back-

wards and forwards, it circulated—flowing out by the arteries

and returning by the veins ; a position which medical men
were t;low to accept, because they could not detect any com-

niun:cati(m 'tween the two. sets of vessels, the channels of

connnunication being in fact so minute as to be only visible

under the microscope.

liCfc us liUL be too ready, my friends, to impute folly to ouir

ancestors. In many of those cases where we are accustomed

to do so, we should see reason to change our opinion if we
were more fully informed. The more we know, the more

liberal we siiall become.

The illustrations thus far given, which have all been takea

from the material sciences, on account of the peculiar defi-

niteness and tangibility which belongs to them, will serve to

familiaiize us with what n^ay be called the natural history

of inventions, and prepare the way for remarks upon origin-

ality generally.

Perhaps I cannot better introduce my views than by laying

down at the outset the two paradoxical maxims,

—

First, That nobody can be original.

Second, That everybody can be original..
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