
DEDICATIOJN.

I. respectfully dedicating this volume to the descendants and scatter-
ed ch.ldren of the ever-.aithful people of Ireland, and the heirs of her
fa.th, language more appropriate than that of the Pontiff Benedict XIV
in his memorable brief to the Archbishops and Bishops of Ireland cannot
be adopted. "Cherish in ,our memories." says this illustrious Pontiff,

St. Patnck, the Apostle of Ireland, whom our predocossor Celestine
sent to yoa of whose apostolic mission and preaching, such an abundani
harvest has grown, that Ireland, before his time idolatrous, was suddenly
called, and deservedly i, - the Island of Saints.' Cherish in your
n^omories St. Malachy, Archbishop of Ar.agh, who stood forth undaunt-
ed H. every manner, prepared to convert the wolves into sheep • to
admonish in public

;
to touch the chords of the heart. Cherish 'with

yet more incerity. St. Lawrence. Archbishop of Dublin, whom, born as
e was. of royal blood, our predecessor. Alexander III., constituted his

Legate Apostolic for Ireland, and whom Ilonorius III. alike our prede-
cosso, canonized. But if yet more we were to exhort you to cherish
.u ^our memories, the very holy men Co.umbanus, Kylian, Yirgi,, R.,„,,,,,
St. Gal and the many other., who. coming out of Ireland, carried the
rue a,th over the provinces of the continent, or established it with

the blood of the,r martyrdom. SuHlce it to commend you to bear i„memory the religion and the piety of those who have Receded youand the.rsohc.tude for the duties of their station, which Las ostabli;hea
the.r everlasting glory and happiness."

And, in «„, cherish the virtues of your fathers, their piety and rev-
orence towards their pastor.s, their contempt of earthly goods, and though


