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APPENDIX. V.
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men, in-seeking redress for t^ieir wfferitigs and their simme, in

the Supreme Court of this Island, were told by the Chief Jus*

lice, in whose legal (lecisions we have the highest oonfideiw,

that the Surrogates are legally authorized to inflict corpoml

punishment for Contempts ; and the Juries found for the J)^

fendants. The Jury in James Landergan's case used the I0U

lowing emphatic language^: ;

" The Jury, in finding a Verdict for the Defendants, can-

not allow this opportunity to pass, without expressing theirjab*

horrence of woh an unmerciful and cruel punishment for sojtri-

flingan oflfence as that inflicted on the unfortunate Plaiiitif in

this Action.
'
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"WILLIAM HAYNES, Poreina

"Jury Room, November 9lh, 1820.'"

The sympathies of his fellow men have enabled Lan

gan to appeal, frofli this Judgment to (hg King in Councilj in

the hope that his situation will attract the' attention of oui So-

vereign and Iris Ministers.

At a distance from the Supreme Court, and having no

practitioners in our District to direct and assist us, we arc

posed to the capricious exercise of an undefined, uninlellib

summary justice, by which our fellow subjects, crimcles^ anS

without a legal (rial, arc exposed to infamous, punishmcnjs-,—

and vvc have often witnessed, in one day, the industrious Plan-

ter reduced, by their decisions, from aflluence and comf )rt to

poverty and wretchedness. It must be quite unnccessiry for

us to point out to your Honourable House how ill q^lified

Buch men must be, from l«bit and education, (0 admini|ler the

Laws.

The laws and ordinances of Newfoundland wercjformed

in the early period of its selilemenl ;
principally tojneet the

circumstances of a transient people and a moveable fibhery.—

These circumstances have passed away—and a rc8it|bnt popu-
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