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fine flour, we must have a nether as well as an upper mill-stone.

We cannot construct politicians, nor manufacture political par-

ties impromptu, for there is always an inert mass, incapable of

sudden emotion, subject merely to that oscillation which gives

victory or defeat. One might as well try to form a political

party from persons of a peculiar physiognomy, as to fit men
into sets of political principles. They must come together

naturally or not at all, for men cannot be sized in principles,

as if at company drill. Let the worst come, however; we know
that political parties have their beginning and their end.

Babels are built and confusion of tongues ensues. But when
discussion is pushed to the extreme, and enthusiasts and dema-
gogues have gone mad, the turning point, is reached, and a

union of those who have their senses left, marks the beginning of

a new era. When the time does come for a renewal of strife,we
spin around, in accordance with the immutable laws by which
the political world is regulated, and we cannot, if we would,

avoid the scrambling, jostling, quarrelling and fighting incident

to the enjoyment of free institutions in a free country. How-
ever, if there be a common object in view, and that the welfare

of the country, it is best for us not to complain too much.

Formerly the Provinces, whose destinies are now linked,

were disunited, knowing little and caring less about each other.

Instead of an interchange of commodities, and of floating

population, the current ran in a foreign direction, and thou-

sands of our young men were not only lost to us, but went to

the building up of our rivals—yes rivals ! else what means
this shutting us out with higher tariffs, thwarting us by harsh

legislation, abrogating reciprocity treaties, and obstructing our

development ? But we were not always considered rivals.

At one time the prospect looked gloomy enough. Old Canada
was a dependency, with its best portion shut in from the sea-

board for five months of the year ; separated from those of
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