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at an cxcUifive right of framing hiws for the com-
mercial correfpondencc between ditiercnt ftatcs.

On the acceflion of Spain to the confederacy

againll Great Britain, frelh reprefentations 'vcre

made to the States, on the neceffity of prohibiting

the exportation of naval ilorcs to her enemies; but
they had no more etled: than the tormer ; the diffi-

culties wherein Britain was involved, feemcd,on the

contrary, to have infufed into the people of Holland
a Ib'onger defne to add to the diitrclles of the Bri-

tifh nation.

A formal demand was now made upon Holland
on the part of Great Britain, for the fuccours Itipu-

lated by the treaties fubfilling between them. The
clangers that menaced both llates from the family

compadl of the Houfe of Bourbon, were laid be-

for? the Dutch in their ftrongefl colours. But
whuterer might be the real caufe of their averfenels,

to liilen to the reprefentations from the Court of

Great Britain, whether they were intimidated by
the vaft power difplayed by its numerous encmici:,

or influenced by an invincible jealouf)^, they ilill

continued in the fame unfriendly difpofition. Nq
anfwer was given to the memorial ; and all appear-

ances tended to prove a fixed determination to adt

an inimical part towards Great Britain.

In the beginning of the year eighty, a fleet of

merchantmen laden with naval rtores for the French

navy, failed from Holhmd under the convoy of a

fquadron of men of war. Intelligence of this being

brought to iMigland, a Iquadron was difpatched un-

der Commodore Fielding, to intercept them. Oi;

meeting the Dutch fleet, he requelkd permi<Iioi>

to fearch them as ufual ; but this was denied, con-

trary to the right of treaty. Hereupon he fent his

boats with orders to infift upon the examination of

the cargoes ; but they were fired upon by the Dutch
commander, Count Byland, and prevented from ex-

ecuting
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