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on. Consolidatifin of holdings into one not lo exceed 640 acres is provided for by

Act of 1898, amending; llie I'lacer-miniiij; Act, 1891.

Water may lie {^ranted by the (iold Commissioner for hydraidic workings on

bench lands.

Leases may be granted for twenty years of the bed of the river for dredging

for ii distance not over (ive miles.

(Act, 1891, ("hap. 26, and amending Acts, 1S94, cln|). ^}, and 1895, chap.

40; 1896, chap. 35; 1807, chap. 29; 1S97, chap. 45.)

A Hill intitvdei! "An .\(i to repeal an .\(t to aid the Development of Quartz

Mines," and amending Act has been passed (1896, chap. 36.) An Act to amend

the IMacer-.Mines .Act (1891) was passed in the .ession of i8»/8.

Counting the consolidaiid Acts of 1888 and subse(|uent amending Acts to

1898, there have been twenty-four British Columbia Acts relating to mining, with-

out reckoning several special Acts C(jncerning hydraulic mining companies.

The Mineral Act, 1896, chap. 34, as amended by 1897, chap. 29, has iecn

consolidated for convenience only.

The I'lacer-mining Acts have been also consolidated.

A Bureau of Mines was established in 1895, under the Minister of Mines,

with a Provincial .Mineralogist, whose duly it is lo collect information relating to

the mining industry and publish it. Besides a museum, there are to be lecture

rooms, an assay office and laboratory, where assets and tests may In; made accord-

ing to a schedule of fees. Arrangements r.iay be made for giving instructions to

pros]iectors ami others, and societies of arts and other societies may affiliate with

the Mining Bureau for the instruction and examination of students.

An Act intituled the "Inspection of Metaliferous Mines Act, 1S97,'" amended

in 1899, provides for the appointment of an Inspector, and contains rules and

regulations for the safe working of mines other than coal.

DOMINION.

COAL.

The Dominion (lovernment have provided regulations for the disposal of coal

lands the property of the Dominion in Manitoba and the North-west Territories.

These regulatiims provide that locations of an area not exceeding 320 acres, may

be reserved for an applicant for a period of sixty days lo prospect for coal, on pay-

ment of a fee of $10 and an expenditure in prospecting of $2 a day. A location

may be sold at the rate of $10 per acre (cash) unless the coal is anthracite, in

which case the price is $20 per acre.


