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Since his carrival, several otlicr persons, principally Amer-
icans, have established themselves in the valley. Mr. Sin-

clair, from whom I experienced much kindness during my
stay, is settled a few miles distant, on the Rio de los Amer-
icanos. Mr. Coudrois, a gentleman from Germany, has es-

tablished himself on Feather river, and is associated with

Capt. Suiter in agricultural pursuits. Among other im-

provements they are about to introduce the cultivation of

rape -seed, [brasaica rapus,) which there is every reason to

believe is admirably adapted to the climate and soil. The
lowest average produce of wheat, as far as we can at pres-

ent know, is thirty-tive fanegas for one sown ; but, as an in-

stance of its fertility, it may be mentioned that Senor Val-

ejo obtained, on a piece of ground where sheep had been

pastured, 800 fanegas for eight sown. The produce being

different in various places, a very correct idea cannot bo

formed.

An impetus was given to the active little population by
our arrival, as we were in want of every thing. Mules,

horses, and cattle, were to be collected ; the horse-mill was
at work day and night, to make ^ afficient flour ; the black-

smith's shop was put in requisition for horse-shoes and bri-

dle-bits ; and pack-saddles, ropes, and bridles, and all the

other little equipments of the camp were again to be provi-

ded.

The delay thus occasioned was one of repose and enjoy-

ment, which our situation required, and, anxious as we were
to resume our homeward journey, was regretted by no one.

In the mean time, I had the pleasure to meet with Mr.

Chiles, who was residing at a farm on the other side of the

river Sacramento, while engaged in the selection of a place

for a settlement, for which he had received the necessary

grant of land from the Mexican government.

It will be remembered f\at we had parted near the fron-

tier of the states, and that he had subsequently descended
the valley of Lewis's fork, with a party of ten or twelve men,
with the intention of crossing the intermediate mountains to

the waters of the Bay of San Francisco. In the execution

of this design, and aided by subsequent information, he left

the Calumbia at the mouth of Matheur river, and making
his way to the head-waters of the Sacramento with a part

of his company, traveled down that river to the settlements


