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visited England in the 7th Century, and
asked the subjection of the Englisli Church
to the See of Kome, the Clergj^ and leading
Churchmen met at a place known to-day as

Augustine's Oak, and returned him the fol-

lowing answer :

—

" We acknowledge the Supremacy of no
foreigner."

But now the .scene is changed—by de-

frees the leaven had been working in the
Inglish nation until finally the Civil Au-

thorities imposed the Papal Supremacy up
on our Fathers.
Zealous for his Sovereign, the King and

Bishop of Romo, the Romish Archbishop
of Canterbury, in 101)1, made the attempt
to induce, not the Irish Cliurdi but the Irit^h

Monarch, Thurlough, to e xercise his autho-
rity in bringing about a cmformity be-

tween the services then used in the Irish

Church and those of the Roman Commu-
nion. Re complained in the name of the
Pope, of the discipline of the Irish Clergy,
and desired him to assemble a Synod for

the purposv vt' niakii.g those changes which
were necoi-!, arv to assimilate the Irish to

the Roman Ouirch. But while the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury was thus interferring
with the affairs of our Church in Ireland,

he was furnishing posterity with a pregnant
proof of the indep' ndence both of their

Church and Monarchy, and more than inti-

mating, that netheir their ecclesiastical nor


