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«\i«l»iitlv(i'iit.iiiiin;,'a(leriti«'n(y<»f iodine (loiivcdfroni

till- tii.itfiiial tliviDKl. Of 2, .•,.{.» tasfs of conKfuital

j^oittr ( <.llt'( t«'(l l.y I'aliK' and Tlicvfnot,* the motliiT

was almost iii\aiia!>ly k"1'i"1'^- • 1"' f""l''»l tliymid

(nl.tiL;t- Ml oidci to olit.iin as niiuh iodiiu- as it tan.

It was ii.itnial to vnyct^t tliat tin- uatt-is of the

Kroplbiunntii \mic d('ti«ifnt in iodine. Imt ihi--

thfoiv would ovfilook tlie lact that tlir hulk of our

iodine i^ derived Imni \ii;ftal)Iis, not Ironi drinkini:-

waler, an«l a> a inatttr of fact tlie>e wells show no

roiistaiit dtlKiiiuy tir rxcess of icuUnc. It is nioi-^

piobalile that tluy contain minute traces of some

metal ha\ in.u; a '^nwt atlmity tor iodini', and forniini,'

with it an in-oluMe comi>«»nnd. It i.> c|uite conceiv-

able tliat boiliiif,' tlie water mi},dit precipitate such

a metal. There are probably many metals, known

,ind unknown, »liat would lultil the conditions ; it

will sutfici- to mention >ilver as an illustration. This,

it taken into the body, would withdraw so much ol thf

available iodine as inert silver iodide, tliat the thyroid

nuist enlari;e to obtain tlie indispensable niininnim.

ihe theorv has been advanced that the Kropf-

iMunnen contain some oii^anism capable of causing

;i .uoitre. To accept this, however, is to oveilook

tlie wti,L;ht of evidence laarint^ vv, iocHne metal)<)lism

in relation to the thvoud. A,^ain. it is fpiite in

accordance with the common laws of Nature to find

a metal or minera' specially limiteu to particular

ceoloLjical tormations in widely separatetl areas ;

but there is no evidence that bacteria are dependent
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/»tl ;ic' .;• Chuur.u, ]i:i:v U>, I'jO^.

-^.--T- «T'^f;'/iW^."f lA-'fv'


