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Oil Annual 2(lth, r,»_'(l. a ii.'W star was (liscovcrcd in tlic coiistcUatioii ("ycmis hy

Dciiiiiiij!;, (if Hristol, Knulaiid, wliilc he was onuaKod in ohsorvinn and plotting iiiotcor

trails. The aniKiuiK'cmcnt was caljlcd to Harvard the following day, l)ut did not roacli

licro until the 2:ir(l. For tlic si.x wwks or so previous practically every ninlit liad been

dear, but a spell of cloudy weather set in about that time which greatly interfered with

the observation of the star. Then, too, the cloudy si)eU interfered with our regular obscr-

\\u^ prograni of I^oss stars, which became 'Towded in the early evening hours, and as a

(•onse<iuence the nova was not observed as fre(iuently a.s would otherwise have been

the case. Nevertheless, lit plates on 12 nights from August 24 to September 28 furnish

considerable data, which I he following, tliscussion aims to summarize.

The sjiectra were made with the single prism s])ectroscope attached to the 72-inch

reflector. It had be<'n intended to \ise a three-prism dispersion if the sharp line stage,

noted in former nova", should be recorded. Such was not the case here on any night

in which the star Wii.s observ.-d, though from reports such a stage was recorded in F'.ngland.

Sixteen of the spectra were made on Seed 'M) emvdsion with a medium focus camera,

giving a range of spectrum roughly from X.'{7()() to X.")l.")() with a dispersion of 2."). 7 ang-

stroms i)er millimetre at X42(M), the centre of the plate. The remaining three spectra

were made on Ilford Panchromatic plates with a shorter focus camera, taking in a range

of spectrum from X370() to XdSOO an<l having a disi)ersion of 4:^.4 angstroms per milli-

metre at X42(l().

From photographic records there seems to ha\e been no star occupying the exact

position of the nova -at least none brighter than the 17th magnitude. .Vs it attained

a maximum on .\ugust 23rd e<iual to a 2nd magnitude star, it thus increa-sed in brightness
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