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LOT'S ESCAPE FROM SODOU!.

SEi'iTEMIIER 5. GrnNxsmt. xix: 12.26.

li, RIVER JOJIDAN ein1 ties itseli iîîto the
'DzAD SEA-40 miles long aud froni 9 ta, 10

miles wville. Its surface is the lowesi af any
part of the kiiown woirld, lieiîig 1300 feet btelov
the Mediterraneatu. It lins no outlet. lIs %vaters
are intensely sait. The soudthi end, about 13
feet deep), is supposed to have been a part of the
plain upoli whicli tue doonied cities stood in Lot's
time. The district aliouîîds witlî bitumen, sulpilur,
nitre, and other combustible inateriîîlq, as weli as
incrustations af sait. Hilîs andI "9piliars " of sali
have been discovercd, notebly aile near ta Usdunmii,
40 feet higli, wlîici tradition derinres ta lie Lot's
wife. V. 12. The men said iiito ,oi-two of the
"a sngels " who appeared ta Abireaam in ch. 18 : 2,
16, and wlom L.ot met et the gate of Sodoni, v. 1.
The interest manifested in Lot's preservation,
shews that; lie was, on the wlîole, a "1righteous
maen," sec 2 Peter 2:. 7, 8. flast (hou~ here any
besî-des 1 even bis bed relations hod, for his sake,
an airer of deliverencew'aieli they spurned. J>rinq
thcm out--se2 Cor. 6: 14 17. V. 14. Loi, ivet-
believing bliat the judgnienb was coming. 1"p, gel
Voit oia-Though itbe midnighi, now or never
bliey n.ust make their escape. As amie thal miocked
-umna nature is the saine atili-the seart r the
judgmnent, the greaier the security of the sinner.
Malt. 24 : 37-39. Vs. 15.17. Thy wifc and thy
<n'a daughlers ichich are hcrc-perhaps lie lied
aller daughiers, not here,wlio despised bhe warsing
and perislied. Wlsile lie lingeredl-tliinking about
his friends, and îhe los of h.is properiy-he was
"scarcaly" seved. Tbinki a lisitetion insui
suprtme crisis ! sce 1 Pet. 4 :17, 18. The Lord
beimmg viercVîdl-sec Sain. 3:,22. Romans Il1: 22.
Escape.for (hy lIe-ev(-ry thing must lie sacrificed
wlien tle welfare ai the saut is in langer, Malt.
16 - 25-26. V. 18. Not so-groundiess fe r and
unlielief stili linger ini lis miud, and yet, ta this
same mountain lie was gladîso go ere long, v. 30.
V. 24. The Lord raincel-a literai sbower of bumi.
ing brinistone, eccompanied probably witli a vol.
caie Rbock whicl bnried '-odom and Coxnorreh,
in blie bottom, af the sait ses. V. 26. .Lot's iwl/e
look-cd back-in violation af bbe comnmand af île
angel, v. 17. F'ront behi,îd hlm - ler heart,
yearaed for Sodom. SIc betrayed indecisiou and
worldlîness. Jhccame a pillar of sali-hbaving bee7a
killed by tle suiphureaus vapours hier body becanie
encrusied witli sait. Shc was "1aliiost saved,"
but, lost aiter al! a warning ta ail wha hait lie
tween two opinions, see 1 Rimgs 18 :21.

LEAR. Ia the midst af Gods judginîtg agaimîst
sinners, we bebald mercy tawards his saints, v. 12.
Those who look lack, regreiting île pleasures af
thc world, will lose île favour af Ged, RoI. 10 :
38. Tîcre is ino safety in the Sodom af sin. We
are to look ta Jeans as aur only hope of salvetion,
Isa. -5, 22. Hel. 12 :2.

TRIAL OF ABRÂABAWS FAITh.

SiEprzEIIER 2. B.C182 GE.XI 1.4

-J FTE thedestruction of Sodoin, Abralîam
rervdto Gerar, 20 miles soutli of le-

brou. lu renieubrance of tlk covenant with
Abimelech, lie cai d the place liccrsliebit--well of
the oatia. Soine 26 years after the occurrences in
last lesson, the great erisis in Abralxim's lufe took
piace wlieh is now described 80 touchingly as to,
ueed littie comment. V. 1. God did icmipt-not
in the sense of iîiciting hlmi to sin. This Cod
neyer does, Jeu: es 1 : 13, but tested or provd. bis
faith iii order ta its (levelopflent, 1 Pet. 1 :7.
Ibire arn t-readv at a mc.ment's notice for God's
service. V. 2. Tliy soib-f/dnc mdly son-the, only
son of Sarah ; the ouly hope of his house ; bis be.
loved son. llorait-the inount ou whiph the
temple of Jertisaleni %vas nfterwarcls built. Ojfr
Iilii for a biîrnt.offcring-nmust Issa die by hie
father's ouls hand ? lIow utterly destructive of
ail his hopes to comply with this strange and uni-
natural command ! V. 3. Blose vp cairly-ivithocut
hesitation ho dcliberately suakes evesy nece.ssary
preparation. The servants are ordered to sadâle
tle ass, and get reaily the ilkindling wocd." Isaac,,
little dreamîing of tl e part lie was ta take ini the
transaction, is told that lie is ta, go too. V. 4, the
scene is too sncrcd to be witnessed by thie se-rvants.
Tlieir presence would embarrass him; tliey nmust
remnain nt the foot of thie 1111. V. 6. land the ladt
will go... ..aid corne agaii-Oi the triumph of
faith Abrala anil unbounde d confidence thet has
soin, thougli sacrificed, woald ini soute mysterious
inanner be rcstored ta him, Hùb. il1:19. V. 6.
Laid il wpon his son--Isaae was probabiy 25 years
of age, oid enougli, et lenst, to carry the beavy
ioad of wood required for sacrifice. Touk the firc-
sanie bursing cercoeal in an iron gra;ting -arriea
by a cliain. .And a knife-Ah ! was not thet the
heeviest of alt ta carry ? V. 7. [Vitcre is thie latb ?
Ris father lied said, siwe go to worshil," v. 5, sa
Isaac knew well that a victini was neces-qary. But
how that question munst have pierced Abraham's.
heart ? V. 8. Cod will pri-vitic a lamib-soiae at.
tach prophetie meaning to, this, rtferring it to
"The Lamb of God," John 1 :29, but more likely
it was said evasively to Isaac, as thoughlile could,
flot bear to tell liii that lie huiseif was toho tlie
victiis. V. 9. Boind Isaac-saac's faitli is as.
canspicuous as bis father's; lied lie reaisted, the
old mas could not liave bound liii. 2"ook th.,-
Z-nifr I layq-lly this act the sacrifice -%vas virtuel.
ly offered. E-xo. 3-5: 5, 21, 22, 2D. Vs. 12, 13.
L:ty iiot thlm'e lîaud--Jeliovah wil ot; sanction
the heatlenisli lractice of luman sacrifices. A4
iani-lsasc is often viewed as a type of Christ,

but it accords liciter wiîli this scene to, regard hiai
as a type of sinful bumanity, aud the lauib as tire
type of Christ dying for ains not His own. This
Abrahami moy have recognized, Jolis 8 : 56. V. 14.
Jehoi-ah-jirekt-tlie Lord will see, or provide, which
frora that day passcd inb a proverli. Il shali bc
seen-Ib ws sees in the sacri. tce of Christ.

LEARN. The severest trials are ofien blessings.
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