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smidet thankagiving and praice, to the
Lord of the 8abbath and to cne another as
the defenders of that day which the world
bad been commanded at the beginnirg of
time, and afterwardr from the clefts of Binai,
to keep Holy to the Lord.

It appears that in Auetralia, ar well as in
Burope and Anmerica, the Sabbath battle is
being fought, Much is at stake for time
and fur eternity.

It was one of the many good rervices that
bad been rendered by the recent Sabbath
Coungress at Geoeva, to prove that there
waa 8 vest amount of unvecessary and
unjustifiable !abour ouw the Lord’s-day io
the post office arrangements of almost
every country in Eurcpe It in the duty of
Governments to reduce labourin the public
establixhments and officea under their con-
trol to the lowert minimnm consistent with
the public wral, aod not to raice a mere
matier of convenience which better man-
agement would di~pose of into & necessity.

The extent to which the electric telegraph
spread avd ramifivd over all civilised coun-
trier was suflicient to ineet every real case
of exigeucy which arose from the necesnity of
immediate communication between distant
places, and eo to render unnecersary both
the delivery of letters and th.e arrangements
required in order to their «e'ivery on the
Leid’s day. A Jate President of the United
States i-sued an order on the sulject of
Sabbath obrervance by the servanta oi tle
Goveroment, which did equal honorr to
himaelf and to the great pes ple in whose
nawe he rpoke—'¢ The President, Com-
mander in Chief cf the army and navy,
desires to enforce the orderly obeervance of
the Sabbath by the cflicers a1-d men of the
military and navalrervice Theimportance
for man abd beast of the prescrited weekly
reat, the sacred rights of Lhristian soldiers
and ¢ailors, & becoming deference to the
bert sentiments of 8 Chrirtian people, and
8 due regard for the divine will, demasrded
that the Sardsy labour of the army and
navy be reduced to & measure of atrict
necereity. The dircipline and character
of thLe national forcer «hould not » utfer, oor
the cau-e they detend be imperilled by the
Erpf;an,?tion of the day or nameof the Most

igh.

The railway system bas done much to
aholish the "Sabbath for hundreds of
of thaoneards of pecple. Between 80,000
and 100.000 Jahcurers are required to turn
out in Great Britain alone, and to work
steadily on that day, end no dounbt the
number 1o still larger ju Anerica. Apart
from the highest of &ll interects, there are
aleo the loud claims of humanity, for the
fact is attracting the notice of philanthropists

and social reformers, that employés on the
ratlways become prematurely old, and sre
snbject to many formaofdisease that shorten
lite. Dr. Thumeon remarked that the
General Conuoil had it in its power to send a
great moral influence over Christendom,
and representustives from mapy lands would
carry home with them much of that in-
fluence to the rpherca of their ministry.

Let them identify themselvea as their
Prexbyterian fathers would bave done with
the cauee of the Lurd's-day, aa the priceless
gift of heaven to man, rich in bleesings,
alike f.r his body aud for bie soul. There
were brethren who wereseeking with & very
sgony cf earnestoees to restore to their
coualry ita loet Sabbath, Let them cheer
such 1n efforts of mingled religion and
patriotism. There were christian chwrchea
tn Fome ciuntrien, expec.ally in some of the
British Colonier, who were nobly fighting
the ceuwe of the Se.bbath at this vecy hour.
The mammon epirit waa trying to buy it up
trom needy worker<, and to turn the men
that would rell it to eerfsa. Let theee
earnest men who knew how much the
future prospenity of those young nations
was dependert on their possesaion of a day
that can neither be ho ght nor sold, and
that shnuld he wholly consecrated to
religion, hear their erv from a'ar, * Hold
fast 1hat which thou hart received; let no
man take thy crown.” And let hose who
still re.ained their Sabtaths in no ¢mall
portion of their integrity be on the watch
sgainet every hostile inlluence that wouid
rifle them of the bhes by hitle and Lttle,
knowing that it wus a thousand timea more
easv to preserve than it would be torecover
it after 1t cessed to be interwoven with a
patio: ‘8 hatits and ioetitations, and nen
had become reconcled to an evil because
shey bhad becowe familiar with it. Aond
when their moral traming was blighted,
whese were our national satrength, cur rolid-
ity, our crder, onr Liberty, our elenients of
greatness and power 7 It weu'd require no
virible judgments from heaven to encure
its decadence. The eecret of itz ru'n was
working in it And already bad the finger
of Gad wreribed on it, “Ichabed, the glory
bar departed.” .

The Railway strikes and rivts in the
United States are of themselves an illns-
tration of the necessity, of ot merely resting
on the Lord’s Day, butdevoting its precious,
hours to the religious a. d moral haining
of the people.  Let a man fose his Sahbath,
let him torl abd become brutalized on thag
day, ard little hope can Le entertained
that he can become or continve a good
citizen, or ip any sense a very useful mem-
ber of rociety.



