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THE ONTARIO LIBEL LAW.A Il~lp .\l(N o newspaper publt.ers antd editors.
Ieilibers of the C'anadmail lres .\ssoiation, wsaited
upon thei Ip Prou ilî (;overînenît on ti .1oth to press

for (crtai tetoi rmt mI tlie la w of civil libel. Tilevy were iiet b%
Sir (liver Mowat. aid \ 1esrs. lardv, 1i arcourt aid Drydem.

ThIe deputatio cnsisite of Mr .\. l··. trie )uindas, president
of tlhe .\'oiation. .md Messrs. Andrew 'attulio. the Sentinel-

keîew, Wodstc'k T. Il. Preston. tilt positor, Brantford;
SS.t irierley, the journal. St l'hoimas . )avid ( 'reiglhton, tIle

iemipire . W i-. K .\ n, .. ' , t il orld . S. Wilison. tle
G lobe .. 1. C (rabbe. the star . ( . Mortiner, thie .\rciitect

.mdiii Imilder'. Torolo. .. R. cett. Ihe Revew. Streetsvule
I.1i. Moore, the ·ret press, .\cton .. (. IJackson, hie Era.

Newiîarket . I loiies, the w hra. ('linton. The pubish
ers .ase was presented b- Messr.. Pirie. Preston, Pattuilo.

Wîltioi, .\aclean. anîd ( 'reightiion.

Thie Ibiject of their vISit was explaiied to lie the eiactiient of
anindmtilents it Ile hiel law t o put an enid to a systemà; oif black.-

mail, hbv w.hii on atiuin' are istituted b: sone lawyers Ile
lope of searmîig Iullbshîers iio a setlement. Tlie poimt was

emphasI/ed ci eS speaker tait il is protection for Ille re
mtabîle, onscienou pubiilier agaitist these trumped.up

ases, and inot protirrtion tor he wsilful libeller. that is sought.
l'he deputation wva. wilkng. as .\Mr. Pirie put i, that the Gov

eriimlent slould "sew tle ibeller up as. tiglht as they liked."
lut. untider the law as ai lresenît, publislhers. o maltter how coun
slentuiots andi carcIul. .are subjecI to the seriotus ost and

annovanie of ahons cnmienced by lawi Crs who are the onlh
gainer., hv ilim \ nuimliber (il cates were cited to dsllIutrate

how the proCess.s o ilite law are btivmg used to emtort blackmiiail
under the guise of lilel suits. somiletutnîes where iliere is sn hbel,

aid tre'luently wlenI hie fuIlesI possible retraction and restitu
lion hs bli en. tma.tie. It wàas. coitenîded that mu ail the numer

ous class of c.oes ot wlich Mr. Preston calied "legal freeboot
Cry« the daimage Io Ihei .istenlsiible plainitiff is niot tIle origin of
action, but the opportumit s wincIl somîîe inscrupulous lawyer
sees% tIi iiiuîet tlie IublIshler. t lits was sulipported b: half a
score of rect cases, i whicli settlement for sus rangng front

$; to $4.; were mîIade. It wa1% againlst tilese predator lawvers
thal Ithe pbblhllîers cianned prtt'tn. l'he% did not coule.
tley said. with ans dlraîted amnenîdmîent'. II'ev wishiîel mîerch

to present tilt-r plmttis. .id hai mtg. as. iliev elained, estai
tshîeud hlite c \stcincet o . gnretine. . iked tihe Goernmiietl to

ieieîds .1 l'hes di not s toi base the tiprote<tion wlhich the
pen.mme sin titl.îl no tw. ilu'.s imder the hbel law dmiîtînishîetd.

ibut to ti.1%1 restrict the speculative pilt»hit liv whici.
ditriig tle h.tiil Itite et tlie 'p.1' t<.r of two, a portion ol hie

Ieg.iI tsri tessiitat .6 't-ett s.î k iîti j'es preit a t thbe tnilisu.iers'li\citi ils01

lin retplii to .pîIt sliH1, b\ lte I'riîlî1er 1, tg twlat suggestions
Ilte depta ition h.i tîlake nt. referene lo amîendmîîents. two
tir tilret wcre iade 'he law at pîreet* provides that a plain

tîT miust turisht '.e< unis for euCosts. utnder Certai circumstances
.mnd ai thle diîretimn C't Ile V4utît'1 iudge Il was poiitel oui
that tlheurotetît t tt h tht s îs Il1 us1ed t -onfer is larlyeh
nullhied tb' lte p.mer t B apeal, iy appeahng. the plaitiff
cin put senfusost upons tle ubhlelîtr m securimg tle securty.

.md tihete. siiut het mtIrg dropp)îd, ithe cstit of tIese prelininaries
are lett tiulm thme îlblt.htr hie plaintiff lhemng Im these cases

iusuah1 w11rth in .1 recint <.Itse referred to. tle cost ot

obtainiig secirity for costs wvas over $300, and hie Cse never
came to trial. The lawvers who institute tiese cases are, of
course, faihjîar withi tis phase of tIhe law, and count upon the
expense to whiicl tliey lay put tlhe publisiher to heIli theii to
arrange thle alleged libel of ticir client " amlicably," as onle of
the iawycrs' tetters read by Mr. lattullo put il, suggestively.
With regard to this, two suggestions were muade. One was that
in all cases secuîrity shal lie required, exce-pt wiere it is dis

pelsed witi by tle counity judge. The other ias that hie power
of appieal be reiioved.

le deputation urged strongly. too. pliblishers' exemptions
tromsi wh..t is ralled secondary libels. Thiat is, where one paper
copies froim atnother an article of ni ws, a retraction and apology
shiall le sutiicienit so far as tlose papers that copy are con.

eernued. except in cases whîere malice cai lie slhd\. Ii the
samle way for news reccived over the wire fron telegraph coni-

pamses, hie ewspapers in tl abseIce of malice, and wihere dl.
care is exercised. shal not be liable aller they have liibuished a
full retraction and apology for any stateient comliplained of. In
tlese cases tle Original libeller is to bear the respoinsibility, and
îlot tle nnocenîtly offéendiîg publiisher. Tie deputationî made
il clear Ii tieir speecies thai tiey are niot seeking aly relief
from ticir responsiibility for wlat is cottaned iii thîeir editorial

coliumns. nior for ilcir comments upon men or 'Iings. Whia
thes wsanit. is to lie protected againstl vexatious and blackîîmailing
action', based ujpon inîaccuracies in tle lews colunns of news-

pap- rs, whiclh in lthe nature of tiheir busnes; as purveyors of
n:ws. il is a humain iipîossibilitv aitogether to avoid.

At the conciclusioi of the meeting. Sir Oliver mnade tle
customars promise of consideration. NI r. i lardy remarked tlat
.1 stronger case for an aiendteit of ithe law had heen preseted
lian last yea- île was anîswered Iy one of lthe deputation thai
the publisliers lad more experience. while another remarked

thiat hie past vear iad beenî a busy one for libels a joke to
whici point vas gaven b tie string of cases to whiclh illustratory
reference lad been made during ti. interview.

At the imlecting of hie executive of the Caniadian Press
.\ssociatioi leld aftcrnards. a commnîittce, consisting of President
Pirie. and Nlessrs. Wilsoin, Preston, anîd V. F. Maclean, were
appointed to act with John King, Q.C., aid prepare anetîd.
meits 1( the law. for sumî ission to the Onitario Government.

CHAUNCEY AND THE REPORTER.

i ny dealiigs with reporters i have iad only one experi
enîee wit thle death watch," said Chaulncey .\. Depew.

.\ couple of years ago I was laid up for a week. t was no.
'cry sick, but in somie way it got rumîored about that I was
dymng.

".At t i..o o'clock ai niglht tlw telephîone in mv house rang.
I was upu and answered tilt cal.

Is tlis Pr. Iepew's oliuse?' was asked.
"'es,' I -cplicd.

"' lie dead
"' No.'

Is le going to <lie to.iniglht ?

'1 don't think so.'

''hanks . good nîigit.'

' Good night.'"- -Detroit Firee press.
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