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mR, JOIIN ARBUTHNOT.

Ttprescnt cllh'f Miunicipal oflicer of the City

irillîîipeg ks *ai estcenied representativ'e ai tie

,mbetr uade, il, lQw persan af MNr. johin Arbutti-

~t, whose fcatu. 'cs are portrayed on titis page.
,,..Ibuthinot iv,, ilornl at St. Catharines, Ont.,

%Vs educait J-at the publie schooi thcre.
jetaing St. Catha.rines ini 1882 hie engaged witlu

tbelaciohfl R'SSý caîitractar, %vitîî wvIoni lie
,ked on C. P. IZ. construction aP the naorth shore
IRakC Superior lit î88î hie carricd out a con-

rIct on the Nortlherti Pacific J unction Railway in
jluskoka,and ini 1887 auîotlter on the Mil-

iaukee Norther, R:îilway ini Wisconsin.
inthc ycir M, Mr. Arbuthnot started

inîheliibr bîliiCçsS ini Cannlectioii %vith

th %Wcsterli 1 *oilber Coînpaîîv at Rat
p0rn.>gc, ont., and in the spring afi 8cJ2 4

etbhshd w i.lc~;Icand retail lunîber ,

buýincss in te eity af WVinnipeg, wlîici
htstill conducts.
%Ir Arbutltn.t %e~rv'Cd w; Aldermian for

lt*2rd 5" in St7 and s 898, and ini the latter
î0lr w;as chairniail of the Board ai Works.
Ilelas clected as Mayor ai the City at thc
't municipal electiaits.

CONSUmp riON 0F RAILWAY TIF-S.
11m% nian> i ;,Irti.id tic,; aire uscd a-.lt

nualit in the t-ilîtet States is a question
qàci afiem propauinded, but oz) which -

ttere arc noa %Vsdct statistics. Tiiere are

3Kvut 205,000 tuile-, af mainî line track in
tbe Uinited States at the prescrit tittie. it
iicsîîmated 1, ý r.ilroad aiea that abot
4,w tics ta ltk ni*tlt .tre cach year rcquired
fif replcn%îîl'. , the a% erage aniher oi

les ta the îîîi1t. is j,Soo, and the -iverutg
Et ofI a tie is seven vears. There is
tbereforc rcquired ail the present railroad
mileage af the country about 82,000,000
lie, annuai.ll for replacenments, wvith
nolher 14,000,o00 needed for aew track,

L'siming that the caonstruction is about
5,oeo miles aninualiy. There is thus atotal
rsein siglit oi about 96,000,000 tics a
vear. Somethiîg over a year ago it wvas esti-
mated that ai the 8a),ooo,ooo tics then said ta be
Mse for reniev.ls each year, 45,000,000 wvere

ci Oak, 12,ioo,ooo of pine, 3,50o,000 ai chest-
tut' 5,o0o,0oo af cedar, 2,500,000 ai hlem-
lkk and tamiarac, 2,500,000 Of rcdwood, anîd
115oooa of cypress.

*Roms & Taylor, of Exeter, Ont., intend building a new
pà:ýng Mili n the spring.
.lsit irtvoIting about $400,000 was reccntly heard in

tbeliperior Courtn t Hull, this sumn being the aniouni
'daimed to bc dtic Mrs. F. Dezouchce, of Bryson, by Alex.
iner, of Oîîaiwa, for the alleged improper çale ar a
timber lieîi. Mr. Fraser maintains that te lirnit %vas
kgalIy andl advantiagcously sold.
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REQUISITION FOR IMPORT DUTY.

Fo.iowxcis t aOP cOpf ailc 111teunari-il pre-senitud
ta lte Dominion Goverrnient by te Blritish
Caltinibili Lumlber -.8 Shingle Nl.llitcttirers' .\%-
saciatian asking for .1 dut) an1 hinîtter illiported
front the United States:
Righit liofn. Sir %Vilfrid Laurier, GC .. ,PC

Prciiiier, antd Members of the Doiion
Governînent:

Sirs,-On three formîer occasions ini 1898,
i 899 and 1900o, wve, the Ltuniber anîd Slîingle
ilatitifiacturers oi Bfritish Columibia, have ad-

Mnl. joli-. ARiL'Tisor, WVîsxîî'eo.

dressed )-ou on thc subject of the atinalous% and
unfair conditions tindcr wvhicli we have ta carry
on our trade, ini the hope that sornie alleviation ai
these conditions wvould bc effected b>' legislatian
in the direction of the imposition of ctistrns
duties on lumber and shiîîgles inîportcd into
Canada from the United States.

We have ta regret that sa far ilothing lias beenl
donc with rcfcrence ta titis inatier,whiclî is ai sa
much vital inmpartance ta us titat %.% t re farccd
again ta bring the siîbjcct ta your notice, in the
hope that conditions may now permit af a favaur-
able cansideration of aur desires.

The chief hurdeni of aur conîplaint is that aur
trade is unfairlv discrinîinated agai:îst under the

<Taitus,,o P'X YXAUt
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present tarili, being, wuc believe, the oiîly ititi-
iacturing industry ini Caniada w~hich is leit tatally
wvithaut protectionin la ur ownl haonte markets,
wl'ikt Caîîtriiîuting largely ta thte more prosperotus
Candi tions ai ather nîaitifiucturcrs aid producers
w~hose mantifactures wve use, amui for whiclt we
pa>3 cnhainccd prices consequent on the protection
whichi tlîey eîîjoy uîtder thc present cxistiîtg tariff
front the canipetitian and cheaper price ai like
mnnfactures anîd production,, ini the United
States.

Our industry contributes Jargel>. ta the reven-
ues of bath Dominion aîîd Praovincial
Gaveramiletts ini ti:nbcr dues and by cius-
toms duties on aIl niaclîiner% anîd supplies
tised ini the production of aur cammnodities,
or, as wc ha% ealrcad) pointed out, we ci-
trihute ta the prasperit> af maitulaucturers
afii chiner3 and saw atihl supplies of .1Il
kinids, and ta that of nuillers and farniers
by pa:îîîg ta theni highcer prîces as befare
refret cd ta, and tco that ai railways hy thc
carniage ai thesc supplies anîd i iwr aovn
productions. On the other hand, Mvien a
contractor requires tiniber for sorte mni-
partant Goverrnmeîît wvork sucli as a canal
or bridge, a railwav for bridge or treuitle
wark, a nmanufactuirer for a new iactary
or mill, or a farnier for a îîcw barn or
dw~elling, anîd %%e ask for aur productioni a
mere li. ing price, '.ve aire nit '..ithi the
reply that pitch pine froni the United
States cati bc obtained ait chcapcr prices,
or pille front Minnesota cati be gat nt
lcss cost, anîd that even aur awui descrip-
tion af huiiber Cati be bought clhcaper on
Puget Sounid, which may be possibil-, as
they can produce cheaper, because aIl
their supplies cast less.

The above is îlot a distartcd repre-
sentatiait, but thte truc state ai aur trade,
and we trust that il may clearly show the
injustice ai the conditions tînder which aur
business lies.

We have had ta base te prices af aur
productionts aot ttose ai producers %vho

have advantages to'.vards cheap manufacture
which wve do îlot, possess. The imposition of a
duty on lumber and shiîîgles is not souglît for as a
means of increasing prices, and canîpetition bc-
tweeîî thte aany Caîîadian producers 'vouid pre-
vernt this if atîcnîpted, but the Unîited States manu-
facturers lîaving a pratectcd huonte market af their
own in whiclî they make cvery effort ta niaintain
prices, regularly disturb aur conditionîs and prices
b>' using aur Catndiani markets as a dumping
grouîîd in which ta unload tlieir surplus stock at
prices below. what they will accept, in their owvn
nmarkets, or nt wvhich wc can, under prescrit con-
ditinns, mantufacture, and it is fram this uniair
competition wve ask protection.
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