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~ NEWEOUNDLAND

A Bketch of Mgr. M. F. Howley.

THE FIRST NATIVE BISHOY,

The torriblo commercial and financial
cataclyam which rocently visitod the
Island of Nowfoundland has greatly
dotracted from, if indeed it did not
ontirely obscure, tho significance of
the onthroning of the Right Rev.
Francis Michaal Howley as Bishop of
tho Dioceso of St. Jolhn's—an ovent
which not only sppealed to tho reli.
gious sentiment of this thoroughly
Qatholic poople, Lut also had the added
+ Lereat and attraction naturally clus
tering round the fact that this much-
revorod prelate was the tirst New-
foundlander who hed been hooored by
elovation to the epuscopate. It was
indeed a proud and glorious day for
Newfound!anders at home and abroad ;
a day of much satisfzction to those
who have long known Dr. Howley as
a zealous aund exemplary priest, as well
az tho learncd historian who has told
tho world of the tribulations of our
Oetholic forefathers, who “ has rendered
a valuable service to his countrymen
and made a readable book for the in-
telligent reader who cannot claim that
honor. We read in this volume (The
Ecclesiastical bistory of Newfoundland)
of tho trials of the QOatholic coloniste,
their fortitnde in bearing tho peraeca-
tions of the goverament in early duys,
their constancy in the practi of their
religion, their pablic spirit in stesd-
fastly teaisting their oppressors, their
noble generosity in condoning all past
offences when peace came.  All thisis
well told, and makes us thank God
that their children are worthy of their
boroic siros. a3 we discover from those
chapters which tell of tho progress of
religion in later times ¥—Oatholic
World, March, 1583

Dr. Howley was born 1n S Jobn's,
September 25, 1843. Ho is tho son
of Irish parents, and often bosiw that
he is the gon of an Irishman-—though
not bora in lreland. Ho takes the
warmest interest in everythiog affecting
the welfare of that sorely-tried Catholic
land, thus reciprocating tho intercst
shown in, and the valusble services
readered to his own much oppressed
island, by Daniel ()’Connell acd tho
other Oztholic membera of Parliament
in carly post-cmancipation days. But
in patriotism, true as the needle to its
pole, towsrds his own native land,
Dr. Howley is sccond to none.  For
this reascn. when ho was first elevated
to tho episcopal office a3 Vicar-Aposto-
lic of St George's (June, 1592), the
whole population, Protestant as well
av Catholic, woro wild with delight,
and spared no pains to demonstrate
their giadncss and satisfaction that tho
zeal and virtoo of their compstriot had
been honored in soch a fitting waoner.

None rejoiced wore siveerely than
the natives of that cld land from which
Dr. Howley 15 descended. For, as the
Irish Society well expressed it in an
address prescated to the Bishop, his
*' elevation to his present dignity " was
“ the crowning triumph of the mission
of his predocossors—tho establishment
of tho Catkolic Church in Newfound-
land,” and proclaimed * that tho Catho-
lic Church in Newfoundland now
cmerges from its youth, during which
it was lovingly fostered by the dear
old land of our forefsthers.” The
various addressos presentod bim by the
represcntative Catbolic socicties de-
monstrate most effectively the high
Placo he holds in tho hoarts of the
people.

Drz. Howluy is a truly davoted ecclo-
sisstic and is completoly absorbed in
tha work of religion, edacation, charity
and temperance. Of politica hescarcely
thinks at all. Tho ordinary strifo of

faction possossos no nttraction what-
ovor for him. Even on so important
a question as tho now hotly.debated
suggostion of confedoration with tho
Canadian Dominion, though he will as
a citizen discuss tho subject with othor
reprosentative citizons of oll shadea of
opinion who desire to confer with him,
yet ho is rosolute not to permit tho
influonco or tho prestige of his oflicial
position ns the highest dignitary of the
local Catholic Church to bo used in
politics. This means o great deal in a
country whoso people are not sccond
oven to French Uanada iu thoir respect
for traditional authority of Ohur:zh
and State.

t)n tho temperance quostion ho takes
a bold and vigorous stand ; a stand all
the more commendablo because in that
remote uggrogation of primitive com-
munities the evils of tho upas-tree of
intemperance do not make thomsolves
apperent with tho same hideous efiroat-
ory that thoy are improased upon the
dwellers in large citics. He has pub-
licly proclaimed his willingoess to
actively cooperate with any or all
other denominations ngaiost this hydra-
headed enemy of Church and State,
citizen and Christian and family. His
aspirations are so far-reaching that he
bas boldly snnounced his hope that
beforo his death he may see the liquor
traflic abaodoned, and tho saiocons
closed.

The foregoing will bave given the
Catholic public some idea of tho
type of man whom the Vicar of
Oarist bas selected for a very important
office in Newfoundland at a crucial
time in tho history of that Ialand.
And bo it remembored that he is no
narrow proviccislist of restricted views
and prejudicee.  He was edocated al
tho Propagandas, and immeodiately atter
bia ordination was chosen 1in 136%) Hy
the Sacred Congregation to go to
Scotland as secretary to the Right
Rev. Dr. Egre, the newly-appointed
Apostolic of tho western district. In
June, 1870, he went to Rome with
Bishop Es:e, who was attending the
Vatican Council. There he received
his degree of Doctor of Divinity from
the Cardinal Prefect of the Propagands
honoris causa —having boen obliged to
leavo Rome on his mission to Scotland
in tho midst of his rreparation for the
examination for that degree. From
1879 to 1855 ho was attached to the
Cathedrsl in St. John's, under Bishop
Power, who died some months ago.
In 1885, upon tho death of Mgr.
Scars, the veaerable Prefect-Apostolic
of St. Goorge's, Dr. Howley was ap-
pointed his successor. In 1802 the
prefecture was raised to a vicariate,
and Dr. Howley was appointed titular
Bishop of Amastrye. Un Juoe 24 heo
rocrived episcopal consecration ai the
bands of Bishop Power, sassistod by
Bishops MacDonald, of Harbor Grace,
and MacDonald, of Obarlottetown,
PE.L

Tho crowning honor came when, Ly
Papal brief, of January 9, 1895, he
was translated f-om the titalsr Seo of
Amastrys to the Bishopric of St.
John's,

This, in bricf, is the outline of the
sctive ard usefal life of a Catholic
ecclesiustic who is not unworthy to
tzke up the work which was begun in
tho dreary days of tho penal laws, by
outlawod Irish pricsts ministeriog to a
hanted snd persecated flock. Every
Qatholic Newfounilander aod many
who aro not Catholic will heartily wish
bim ad multos annos.—The Pilot.

Gladstono is still an omnivorous
reader. Not a novel of importancoe
comes out in England that the grand
old man does not peruse it and gen-
erally oxpress a public opinion regerd-
ing its meritsor demerits. Heis very
fond of the realistic pictures or
romantic times that the younger mon
Eogland are producing. It is im-
morality in tho work of fiction that
onrages Mr. Gladstone. He insists
upon it that no great novel is impore.

IS LIEE: FOR SCTENGE.

Dr. Byron Dioes of the Discase ha
Investigated.

A REMARKABLE CAREER,

Dr. John M. Byron, the bacterio-
logist, who contracted consumption
whilo experimenting with tuberclo
bacilli a year ago last winter, dicd May
Rin tho New York Hospital. In the
death of Dr. Byron the medical fra-
ternity sustains a groat loss. 1o gave
up his lifo to tho study of medicine,
never failing to get as rapidiy as pos-
siblo to tho scene of an cpidemic, so
that ho might better stady it. Dr.
Byron was known ns the hero of Swin-
burne Islsud. The fearless way in
which, in September, 1542, ho went to
the island whero cholera-infected im-
migrants and suspects were quartered
by the hundreds, and worked and
studied the disease, excited the admir.
ation of physicians all over the Uanited
States. Dr. I'yron was born at Lima,
Peru,on July 21, 1851 He stadied
medicine at Lima, and got his degree
thero when still a very young man.
He went from ore end of Europe to
the other, studying aod practising.
When he returned to Peru yellow fever
was ragiog there, and ho lost no time
in plunging into the worst-stricken dis-
tricta. He seized every opportunity to
study the disease, and his work attract-
od 8o much sttention that ho wai put
in charge of several largn public hos-
pitals. From Liwa he went to Havana
to study the malarial fevers of Cuba,
and scarcely a month had passed beforo
an epidemic of ycllow fever broke out
there. In an eatirely unotlizial way,
Dr. Byron had been working among
tho stricken people. lle went to the
most infected districts and took charge
of the worst cases that he could find.
He was then only 24 years of age, but
thu lecai officials,recognizing his atality,
soperseded all the older physicians, sand
put him in charge of tho many yeilow
fever bospitals which had been erected.
He was Dinally taken down with the
disease himself. Instead of worrying
over this he gloried in it, saying that
it gave him a better opportunity to
stady the disease than ho had ever had
before. He was treatod sccording to
his own instractions, and soon recover-
ed. When tho plague finally left
IIavana Dr. yron went back to Lima
and continued bhis studies there. Oan
cholera breaking out in Caba, in 1554,
Dr. Byron lost no time in getting back
to Havana again. Later. when be went
to Europe again, his knowledge of
cholera was recoguized by the leading
medical men of France and UGermsoy.
Oa his return from Europe he went to
Lnsa and settled down thera to aprac-
tice, which howerer, didn’t suit bim,
andfiveyearsago he came to New York.
Thesalariesfrom thediffereat posts xero
enough to support Dr. Byroo and his
wife 1o comfort, but they aggregated
aothing like the amount that he conld
have msde by private practice. The
faperal of Dr. Byron was beld at 1l
o'clock Saturday morning in St. Francis
Xavior's Church, in West 16th street.
Tho requiem mass was celebrated by
Rov. Fatber A. G, Denny. The Rev.
Philip Derdenta was deacon and the
Rov. F. \. McGovera was sub-deacon.
Tko church choir rendered the full
choral service. The interment was in
Calvary Cemotery. Mombers of tho
Academy of Medicine, tho Socicty of
Alumni of Bellevoe Hospital and many
friends of thedeceased wero present.

Someof tho late Sir Patrick O'Brien's
most famous sayings wero unintention-
ally most diverting, as for instance, his
immortal observation that * the Irieh
Church Act had broken dowa the
bridgo that had previously scparated
tho Oatholics and tho Protestants in
Trcland,”

Trihuto to Mr, Costigau,

The DBulfust Nows-Letter of April
20th contains tho following lotter ;

Sir _In your cable derpatoh from
New York, published yesterday, 1t is
stated that Mr. 0'Brien, who 18 deg.
cribedasa **Congervative McCarthyite,”
having mtroduced a donble.barrelled
bill in theCanadian Houge of Commons
providing for tho abolition of French
as an ofticial langunge, and of reparate
schools for French Ioman Catholics
in tho Northwest, in the courao of hig
speech on tho occasion ** made u most
violent and personal attack on Mr.
Costizan  xho, he deslared, wus unfit
for the post oven of a thurd clusa clerk,
and who had climbed into the Dom-
inion cabinet on the strength of Lig
religion.”

In justice to the Honorabic John
Costigan. whe, no doubt, 15 well and
favorably known by reputation to
thousands of Irishmen, allow me to
state that for nearly thirteen years he
has been a member of the ommon
Oabinet. In the year 1852, f I re.
member rightly, he was selected by
the late Sir John Macdonald -ameng
the astatest statesmen of lus time—
for the poaition of Mimster of Inland
Revenue. When the late Sir Jobn
Abbott formned an admimstration ag
suecesser to Sie Jobn Macdonald 1n
the prewiersinp, Mr. Costigan was
offered and consented to retain that
position. Inthe adwinistration of the
late Sir John Thompson (who it will
be remembered, died whilst the guest
of Her Majesty, at Windror Lastle, in
Diecetaber tas v Mr Costigan held the
position of Sec-etary of State ; and at
present, 1 tue administration of Sir
Mackenzie Bowell, be holds the im-
portant portfolio of Marine and Fish
erics. Knowing something of publse
sentiment in Canada, I do not hesitate
to say that Mr. O'Briens abusive
attack upon Mr. Costigan will prove as
harmless as shootinyy peas at the fort-
ress of Gibraltar ; for that gentleman
enjoys not only the confidence and
estecm of the general body of the Irish
Roman Catholics of Canada. but of hig
Protestant fellow countrymen, who re.
gard lnm as an honest, conscientious
politcian, and who know bLim to be
true as steel to any cause with which
he 1dentifies hnnself.  As a Canadian
statesman, Mr. Costizan has been
among the most active 9f Conservative
public men, ever ready at all times, in
season and out of seasom, to render
service to his party, believing that in
so dung he was serving the best
aterests of I3 country. As the ad-
mimistrator of several public depart-
ments bie Lias been zealous, painstaking
and successful, and to the discharge of
Ins ofticial daties he has brought that
nveluable quality—sound common-
sense. He never made any preten-
sions to orators—esp-cially oratery of
the * lnfalatin ** character—but Lo jg
a cspital speaker, eernest. deliberato
and logical.  He does not attempt tire
use of rhetorical embellishneent in hig
public utierances : but what br has to
say 18 spoken 1n plain, unm.stakable
Enghsh straight to the point, and un-
ambiguous.

Mr. Costigan and the present Pripe
Minister of Canada have long been per-
sonal as well as political friends - apgd
the fact that Mr.Costizan is 8 member
of Sir Mackenzie Bowell's Adminis.
tration 18 10 itself a fresh proclama-
tion of the mamtenance of that hapoy
unity which has caused Canadian
statesmen of different nationalities ang
dificrent forms of religious belief to
work harmoniously together in official
harness for the good of their common
country.

When Sir John Macdonald selected
Mr. Costigan for a Cabinet position Le
put his hands upon a worthy represen-
tativo man; and from 1S53 to the
present time, in four Administrationg,
Mr. Costigan's services have demon.
strated the wisdom of Sir John Mac-
donald’s choice. J.J.

Belfast, April 27th.




