THR CATHOLIC RRGISTER.

1

LETTERS FROM BEREUDA,

Lxrren XXI1V.

Hawtrton, Maroh, 18—

Daax kst —1 havo tried to give
you an ides of the Penal luws so
oruelly enforced in the 16th century,
though that infamous code almost
surpaseed the eloquence of Durke to
describe it. It had," Durke says,
 u vicious perfection. It was & com-
plete aystemn, full of cohiercnce and
consistenicy, well digested and well
disposed 1 all 1ts parte, It was o
machine of wiso and elaborate conteiv-
ance and as well fitted for the oppres.
sion, impoverishment and the dvgue-
mwent of a peoplc, and the debasement
in them of human nsture itself, as
over proceeded from the perverted
ingenuity of man."

This code prevented the accumule-
tion of property and pumshed 1rlustry
a8 2 crime,  Thir code enforeed ignor-
snce by statute law and punished as
felony nny eflort to acquire knowledge,
snd yet the duvscendants of the parties
who inflicted this  (‘odo” sreactuslly
in the habit of repromching the Irish
with wilful gnorance and  wilful
squalid paverty.

* Duringg the reign of Elizabeth,
Grey (the Deputy) used such inhuman,
unrelenting brutality, whercupon the
Queen was assured that soon there
would be but little left {or Her Muajesty
to reign over but sashes and carcasees!*’
So says Rev. Dr. Leland, Protestant
historian, 1sook IV., Chap. II. This
was the consummastion of the subjugs-
tion of the Irish after 100 years of war,
famine &c.
¢t Clties he sacked, and realms (that whilom

flowered
In hoaor, glory and rule above the reet)

Heoverwhelmed and all sheir famae devoured,
Comeumed, destroyed, wasted and never

ceased
Tl he their wralth, their name and all

op| .
l-‘minop and fire he held, and there withal
He r:lwl towns and threw down towers and
l.ll

It seems strange that the poet
Spenser should have suggested this
cruel plan for the subjugation of Ire-
land.  He recomnmmended that 20 days
be given the Insh tosubmit; after
which time the army marched on
Ireland destroying and burning all
before themn, creating s famine and
ensuring pestilence. But let me give
the words of the pentle Edmund, the
writer of ** The Fairie Queen.” ¢ The
end will (I sssure meac) bee very short,
for, altho’ they suould not all beeslaine
by the soldiers yet thus being kept
from manurance, and their cattle from
ranning abroad to fecd, by this hard
restraint they would soone consume
themselves and devour one another!”
(Bpenser’s Ireland, puge 165.) Hollin-
shed states, VI, 427 : * As they
tthe army) went, they drove the
whole country before them into the
Ventrie. They took all the cattle in
the country, 8,000 kine besides horves,
garrons, sheep and goats, and all such
people as they met were put to the
sword and the reat weve left to die of
faunne—for want of victuals.” They
wasted and foraged the whole countey,
30 that the poor people were driven to
devour dogs, horses, carrion, &¢. DBut
I will quote Spenser again:  Not-
withstanding that the same was &
most rich and plentiful country, fall
of corne and cattel, yct ere one yeare
and a half they were broughs to such
wrelchedness a1 that any stony heart
would rue the same. (iut every
corner of the woods and glynna they
oame crecping forth upon their hands,
for their leqs would not bear thew:
they looked like anatomies of death.
They spake like ghosts crying out of
theirgraves . . . . A most
ulous and plentiful country luddc‘:&
lsft voyde of man or beaat or corne.
Bpenser’s State of Ireland, p. 165.)

it Johm Davies said: * The people
were brayed a4 in 8 mortar with fam.
ine, pestilence, pillage and the sword,

and submitted themnelver at Iast to the
Euglish government.”

In 16012 the Statute 11, James I,
Chap. V., was enacted. ‘The Irish
being now subjugated thin Statute
** abolished all distinetions of raco be
tweenn English and Insh,”" with the
imteut, as the atatute expressed it,
* That there might be an utter oblivion
of all differences and diszords botwixt
them.”

When the Penal laws sgawnst Cath-
olies were enforecd, the Btatuty was
igr ored.  The distinetion of race wns
lost, Irish und Euoglish who were
Catholica were obliged thenceforth to
endure uppression and spohiation under
the name of rebels and wmalcontenta
because they woulld not ** deny Christ
before men”” and abandon the faith of
their forefathers, tho faith of St
Patrick.

Thou {air Religion wast designed

Datiows daughter of the ekies,
To warm and cheer the human tninid
Aund make men happy, good and wise.
To point where sita in Love arrayed
Attewdent to sach supplisut call
The God of Univeroal nm'-
The (iod, the Friher of us all.”

From 1688 the grest principles of
Parlismentary power 18 dated. Public
liberty was protected from auy possible
abuse of the royal Prerogativeespecially
with regard to pecuniary matters,
Wilham 111, comnplained that he was
kg of Holland but only Stadtholder
of England.

Ireland, however, did not share n
the so-called ** Bill of nights,” u mis-
nomer in one point, as relynious mtol
erance was established by Law and
the Sovereign was obliged to swear to
mauntain the Protestant religion.  1le:
hgious dissensions were fostered by
English rulers for the benefit of Eng-
lish rule. Ireland had no bill of rizthits ;
none of those statutes which were
considered Lulwarks of publie Liberty
were ¢ pied into Insh statute books.
But tbe great principles of civil and
religious liberty, immortalized in the
eloquence of Grattan, were wntten in
Iatter davs 1 characters of fire on the
Irish beart by the burmng words of
the great O’Conuell,

The following are a small part of
Catholic grievances of that period:
« All Catholics disquahfied from
voting. Catholic peers could not sit
in the House of Lords. A Catholic
could net held oftice.  Catholic priests
or Bishiops were considered as traitors
and banmishel or hanged, drawn and
quartered. Any ocne harbouring a
priest or assisting at Catholic worship
were treated in a similar manner or
crushed under weights to death, as in
the case of Mrs. Chitheroe.”

Shortly after the treaty of Limerick,
1695, this law was again enacted that
Catholic peers and gentlemen oould
not sit in Parliament. To their credit
be it smd that seven Auglican Bishops
and six peers 2ntered a strong protest
agsinst this unjust statute. The law
was dead agaiust Catholics obtaining
landinany way. Ifa Catholic bought
land, or was left it by will, or given
it at all, any Protestant oould take it
from him and enjoy it himself. A
Catholic might lesse u farm for 81
years and if by Iabour and industry he
improved it 50 as to yield a profit equal
to one-third of the rent, any Protestant
might by law eviot bim and take the
land away and use it for the residue
of the lemsc. If a Catholic lad a
horse wot th even £100 (§500) or more,
any Protestant tendering him £5 could
take the horse and keep it. 1f a Oa.
tholie, having a valuable Loree, con-
cealed it to keep it, he was liable to be
imprisoned for three months and to
pay a fine three times the value of the
borse. If a Catholic taught school
:’:l oould be bavished or hanged as a

w.

It was a crime for a Catholic to
have his children taught to read in
Ireland, snd it was also made penal to
seek education abroad. Tothe parent
:h;us-ndty was 8100 fioe, and to the

loss of inheritance, &c. Any
repronch om Irish ignorance comes

with sn 1ll grace from those whos®
aneestors did their best to render the
1rish people » nation of ignorant a/ures:

In 1708 it was enacted ti:at no Cath
olic could be guardian iu, or have the
custody or tuition of any srphan or
child under the age of 21 years, und
t hat the guardianabip, when a Catholie
was entitled to it, should be dirposed
of by the Chancellor to the ncareat
Proteatant relation of the clnld, or some
other DProtestant, who was vequired to
bring up the child in the Protestant
religion, An offence againat thin law
was pumished by a fine of £400,
Catholies wers not permatted to be
guardinns to their own cinldeen until
the Act was passed in 1752 which per-
miteed that.

The wise Sully, regarding the cease-
less ferinentationa of the French,
18 said to have given this  mat
to posterity - ¢ People do not revolt
from fickleness or the mere de.
aire of chiange ; revolts are produced
by the impatience of intolorable suf-
ferng.” The iron hiand of despotism,
which presumned to point ¢ at the way
to Heaven und crushed all who did
not follow that law-appointed road,
weighed heavily upon Ircland for sev-
eral centuries. lLooking back at the
establishment of the Anglican Chureh,
which gave the death blow to libert
of conscience , at the penal laws, which
inflicted such suffering on a helpless
people ; at the violation of the articles
of Mellifont in the reign of James 1.
at the cold-blooded atrocities of Crom-
well and his puritans, by whom, ac-
cording to Sir William Petty, over
=0.000 Irish men, women and cinl-
dren were shipped to Virginia and the
West Indies and sold as siaves to the
planters.

1 will mention incidentally that
those of the poor peasantry who eur-
vived the * process ni eollecting ** (tesr-
ing them from their fannlies, separat.
ing husbandas from wives, childien
from parents and plightedlovers parted
forever) were embarked 1n transports
to these islands, and in six years out of
eighty thousand only tuenty vnlividuals
were living !+ Murder most foul as in
the best it is.”

** 1f crimes like these hereafter are forgiven,

Judas and Cromuell hoth niay go to Heavon,

The latter laid schemen for death, to slaugh-
tor turned his hoart,

And fitted murder to the rules of Art.”

Over three hundred priests with
their Bishope were executed for exer-
cising their ecclesinstionl functions
during the five years of the protector-
ate) ; and st the robbery and spoliation
of the Irish nobility and landed pro-
prietors by ** Praise-God-bare-bones,"
and his Parliament, we turn with
abhorrence from this gloomy record
of terrors and fanaticism, bezpattered
with the blood and tears of the Irish,
to behold the annihilation of their
transient hopes by the violation of the
treaty of Limerick in the reign of
William 111, The blind and furious
bigotry which prevailed at this period
may be exemplhfied by the following
circumstance :—A few days following
the treaty of Limerick—which was
signed on Oet. 8rd, 1685—Dopping,
Protestant Bishop of Meath, preached
before the Lords Justices on the crime
of heeping faith with Papists !
¢ What damued etror, but some sober brow

Will bless it and approve it with a text.”

All Protestant ministers however,
were not so devaid of honour and
sense us this DLopping. One con-
scientious minister hiad the courage to
preach & sermon in contradiction to
Bishop Dopping; others also pleaded,
but in vain.
+'Tis with oar judgments, as our watcl oo

nowe
Are just alike, yet oach believes his own.”
Yours, Pracipia,

52 the Dby s Cutiiug Teeth

Be sare and use that old, well-tried remedy,
Mre. Winelow's Soothing Syrup for childrea

. It soothes the child the
:::.hahnolpll.nm wind oolio and
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R S, WILLIANS & S0N.

Church
Pipe
Organs

Finished Ready for Delivery.
2 at 822 000, 2 at $1.200,
2 at 8700, 4 at $500.

k. S WILLIAMS & SOV,

143 YONGE ST., TORONTO.

CUTLERY.

FULL LINES IN
Joseph Rodgers & Sons,
Geo. Butlers & Co's.

“MADRAS”

TABLE AN POCKET CULERY

RICE LEWIS & SON,

(LIMITED)
Cor. King & Yicotoria Sts, Toronto

Star Lits Assurancs Socisty

OF ENGLAND,
ESTABLISHED 1x43,

—

Assets, 3lst Dec, 1%d . L L 817 00,000.00

Annual [ucome .. 2,700,000 1Q
Assurance 1n Foree, ¢ L . . G6000,00.0.00
Invested in Cannda, ¢ . . 1,000,000.00

M.tiey Loaned on the s~ urts of Church propenty,
at low ates ! thte st

The sttentton of Clniva tn e respuectialls asked to
| the vartous Eiefuminent Platis of the Sovtety, ae
the best fonn of 1t stiaent for the tuture.

l For tnfonuation as 0 L VANK, ASSURANCE or
AUENCIES, address Head 11hee (o Canmls,
2 R HMOND ST WEST,

TemoNTU.
J. FRITH JEYTYERS,
Secretary {or Conads

ADMINISTRATORS' NOTICE

To Creditors of John Noonan, late of the
City of Toronto, laborer, deceased,

Y\TOTlCF. I8 HEREBY GIVEN pur-
i suant to to R. S, O_cap. 110 that
creditors and others having claims against
the estate of the abov * named Jobn Noousn
who died on or about the 7th day of Novem.
bet 1894 age required to deliver or send by
post prepaid to the undersigned administra-
tors or their solicitors a statement in writing
containing their names, addremes, and fuil
particulars of their clums with vouchers it
any, duly veritied by statutory declaration
on or before the 1st day of February 1895,
after which date the s4id administrators
wil} proceed to distribute the aseets of the
said cetate amongst the parties eutitled
thereto having regard only to the claims of
which they shail then have notice and they
will not Le liable for any claim of which
they shall not have had netice at the time of
such distnibution.

Dated at Toronto this 20th day of Decem-
ber, A.D., 1864,

The Trusta Corporation of Ontario, Ad-
ministrators, of the Estate of John Noouan,

B
’A.\'GLI.\' & MALLON,
South-West corner of Adelaide and Vic-
toria Streets, Toronto, their solicitors herein.

QUICK CURE FOR SICK NEABACKE
DUNN'S

FRUIT SALINE

QIVES KEALTH BY NATURAL MEANS
IEEPS YHE THROAT CLEAN AND NEALTRY.

DELIGHTPULLY REFRENMNING.
S0AD BV ALL SNGHISTS. WORKD OOOYROR SNELAND
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