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Rembrandt 's father had the surname Gerretz, but the son,
wheu his tastes broadened and his band gained in cunning,
changed it to Van Ryn v a aceouxit of its greater dignity.

A predecessor of Hlonoré de Balzac was borm at Guez, whieh
mceans beggar, and grew to nianhood, under that surname. Mhon
hie becanie conscious of bis powers as a writer ho did not wish
his %vorks to be published under that humble naine, se hoe selected
the surname Balzac froin an estate that he owned. Hie mnade
the nine famnous, and the later Balzac made it iniortal.

Veitahie, Molière, Dante, Petrarch, Riehelieu, Loyola,
Erasinus anid Linnoeus were assuned narnes. Napoleon Bona-
parte changed his naine after his ainazing vietories hiad Iured
him. toward a crown, and he wanted a grander naine to aid his
daring aspirations. The Duke of Wellington was niot by blond
a Wellesley, but a Colley, his grandfatlicr, Richard Colley, hav-
ing asstinied the xiame of a relative nained Wesley, which was
afterwvards expanded to Weliesley.-Grecnè Bag.

The third animal meeting of the NeNv York Bar Association,
held iii Rehester, in January iast, was as usuial very interesting.
Semne of the pcpers read wverc: The necessity for a Vourt of
Criminai Appeal, The dislionesty of sovereigiitivs in reference
te ineeting their obligations on contract and tort a.4 required of
private corporations and individuals; The Employers Liability
Act, etc. The commîittec on the cominitnient and diseharge of the
crimninally insane was submitted and diseussed. Tis report
drawg attention to the mistse of the righit of hiabeas corpus
wheî'ehy persons detained as insane in public intititutions con
obtain repeai ýd liearings on on issue of regained sanity, un.
liampered by prior adverse adjudications. This evii lias been
sO acute that the suggestion is made that insanity or other muen-
tai deficiencies should n longer be a defence against a charge of
crime, nor should it prevent a trial of the aecused, tinless lisi
mental condition ir, stiel as to satisfy the court, upon its otrn
enquiry, thât he if, unabie by reason thereof te make proper pre.
paration for his defenee. This is a aomnewhat drustic and ill-
considered suggestion, and not iikely tu go into force without
considerable discussion and amendinents, but the evil exîsts, and
'Phaw cases are ail too cominon.


