
lYze Alasçka Bviinda(-y. 685

deait Wxitl. %Ve take the points of the* decision in the order in
wvhich they are presented by' the treaty uinder which the tribunal
was constituted

-1irsit: Ti e Portland Canal. There are two channels parallel
with cach other, with four islands lyi ng between them. The C'ana-
dian contention wvas that the nlorthern chiannel should be adopted.
The Ijnitc.-l States contended for the southern channel. If the Can-

adians succeee.zd it would give Canada tlue four islands which lie
opp<)site the southern shore of Observa;ttoî .- Inilet and the harbour
of Port Simpson. If the United States succeeded it would give
them thcsec four islands. These islanrîs niamed in order as they run
fron flic sea inward are Kannaghunutitt, Sitklan, Wales and Pearse
Islauk \\'len the rnembers of the tribunal met after the argu-
ment, and considered this question, the viewx of the thrc British
Comm Îisîoners wvas abso] utelv unanswerable. A memorandumn
w~as prepared and] read to the Cornission ers embodving our vîews
an(l ý,]i' ing it to be bevoncl disýpute that the Canadiani contention
upon this branch of the case shouldi prce ail, and that the boundary
line sheuldJ rugi northwarci of the four i4-ands namcd, thus fi% ingy
themn to Canadia.

Nîtwithstandling these facts, memibers of' the tribunal, otl,,tr
tluan ourselves. have Iiow signiedi an award ivîgthe two i-slands
of Kztn;iaghiunut and Sitklan to flie United States. These tw o
islaIi(l are the outerrmost of the four. Thev command the entrance
to, Portland Channel, to Obser\-aturv Iiiit and the ocean n)assage
to Port Simpson. Their loss whlollv destroys the strategic value
to Caniada of \Vales ancl Iearse Islands, lIn our opinion there is
no proucess of reasoning wherebv the Une thus decidcd upon bv the
tribunal cagi be justified. I t was neyer ,uggested by' counsel in the
course (if argument that such a line w.-as possible. Either the four
islamis belong to Canada or the%- beîong to the Unitedl States. In
the award Lord Alverstone agrees with the United States Com-
iflissioners' that the isîands should bc divided, giving tîîe two that
Posses, the rnost strategic value to the United States.

Se l'dliTe line northward froîn l'ortland Chiannel. Su bstan -
tiallv tlic Caniadiani contention on this ligie %va., that there were
miouintains paraîlel to the coast within tle meaning of the treaty of
1825, aiid that the tops of such mouintains sho 'id bc declared the
boundary, the mouintains nearest the sca being taken. The United
States cor-tention wvas that there were no mountains parallel with,


