
“ CANADA IN FLANDERS.” 245
is in the history of Old France; it recalls, too, the 
truncated bodies of the maimed who have offered 
the sacrifice of radiant youth and health upon a 
shrine the reality of which to them may perhaps 
sometimes have seemed a little remote. “ Canada 
in Flanders,” if confined to the military activities 
of Canadians in that unlovable country, would 
awake these and many other tragic and glorious 
memories. The pages which precede these words 
are a contribution and an effort to do justice to this 
branch of the subject.

But to the title “Canada in Flanders” must be 
conceded the relevance of some other observations 
which as a Canadian I think ought to be made, 
because it is plain that the Empire is still in an 
evolutionary stage; because plans and policies in­
volving great changes are being boldly canvassed ; 
because I myself am in favour of great changes; 
and, finally, because to see the facts as they really 
are is a condition precedent to fruitful development.

The first step in such a consideration is to ex­
amine shortly the nature, the significance, and the 
inevitable consequences of the Dominion’s contribu­
tion to the necessities of this gigantic struggle.

The degree of heroism which has been constantly 
displayed by Canadians of all ranks will be admitted 
by all who have read these pages The moral
?randeur of their deeds can only receive justice 
rom those who keep in mind considerations which 

are sometimes overlooked, but which are neverthe­
less of immense importance.

A very distinguished French General—a General 
than whom none more distinguished has been dis­
covered by France in this war—and very few by


