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Such a tribunal would operate as a great school of political morality,

By sifting the circumstances, in all the disputes of nations, by dittiii-

gnisbing accurately between the false colours and the true, by stripping

off all disguises, by getting at the real facts, and exhibiting them in the

Ime point of view, by presenting all this to the world, and fixing the

•ttention of mankind upon it by all the celebrity of its elevated situation,

it would teach men at large to distinguish. By habit of contemplating

the approbation of such a court attached to just proceeding, its disappro-

bation to unjust ; men would learn to apply correctly their own appro<

bation and disapprobation; whence would flow the various important

effects, which these sentiments justly excited, would naturally and un-

avoidably produce.

As, for the reasons adduced at the beginning of this article, the inten-

tion should never be entertained of supporting the decisions of the inter-

national court by force of arms, it remains to be considered what means

of another kind could be had recourse to, in order to raise to as high

a pitch as possible the motive of nations respectively to yield obedience

to its decisions.

We have already spoken of the effect which would be produced, in

pointing the sentiments of mankind, and giving strength to the moral sanc-

tion, by the existence of an accurate code, and the decisions themselves of

a well-constituted tribunal.

To inciease this effect to the utmost, publicity should be carried to the

highest practicable perfection. The code, of course, ought to be

universally promulgated and known. Not only that, but the best means

should be in full operation for diffusing a knowledge of the proceedings

of the tribunal ; a knowledge of the cases investigated, the allegations

made, the evidence adduced, the sentence pronounced, and the reasons

upon which it is grounded.

The book of the law of nations, and selections from the book of the

trials before the international tribunal, should form a subject of study in

every school, and a knowledge of them a necessary part of every man's

education. In this manner a moral 'sentiment would grow up, which

would, m time, act as a powerful restraining force upon the injustice of

nations, and give a wonderful efficacy to the international jurisdiction.

No nation would like to be the object of the contempt and hatred of all

other nations ; to be spoken of by them on all occasions with disgust and

indignation. On the other hand, there is no nation, which does not value

highly the favourable sentiments of other nations ; which is not elevated

and delighted with the knowledge that its justice, generosity, and magna-

aimity, are the theme of general applause. When means are taken to

make it certain that what affords a nation this high satisfaction will follow

a just and beneficial course of conduct ; that what it re^rds with so

flfiuch aversion, will infallibly happen to it, if it fails in tiie propriety

of its own behaviour, we may be sure that a strong security is gained for

a gqod intercourse among nations.

Desides this, it does not seem impossible to find various incon<


