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brokon. The loss in Freiro's army fell chiefly on the

devoted infuiitry, iind inchided ei'^lileon i»fHcers ainont?

the Itilled. ;The only oHictTs mentioned as slain, in

I'riefo's hurried dispatch of the 17th of April, are Colonel

Elizalde, chief of the staff"; Colonel Tapper, and his ijal-

lant Major V'nrela, a younjjman of five or six and twenty.

Colonel Tapper is said to have exhibited the most reckless

valour during the day, and to have rallied his battalion

several times. Having dismounted to encourage his men,

he was unable, in the milic when ail was lost, fo find his

horse; and the accounts of the manner of his death are so

contradictory, that it is impossible to reconcile them. All

agree, however, iu stating that he was particularly sought

after, and that orders were given to shew him no ([uarter.

Certain it is that he was overtaken, and " sacrificed to

the fears of Prieto, who justly considered him the sword

and buckler of the irresolute and vacillating Freire." He
was pronounced by an English traveller, as " the hand-

somest man he had ever seen in either hemisphere," and
undoubtedly his tall, athletic, and beautifully proportioned

person, his almost Herculean strength, the elegance of

his manners, and his impetuous valour in battle, gave the

impression rather of a royal knight of chivalry, than of a

republican soldier.* The influence and popularity which

in a few short years he acquired in his adopted country,

by his own unaided exertions, and under the many disad-

vantages of being a stranger in a strange land, best prove

that his talents were of the first order, and that he was no

common character. And that fraternal aifection may not

* From his earliest youth he gave indications of that fearless and
daring spirit which marked his after-life ; and when he left Europe in
18-Jl, he was generally thought to bear a striking resemblance to his
late uncle, Major-General Brock, at the same age. This similarity
extended in some degree even to their deaths, as the Indians of either
continent were employed as auxiliaries in the actions in which they
fell, and both were killed in the montlis that gave them birth. Like
his uncle also, he swam occasionally to Castle Cornet and back, (seo
foot note, page 3;17,) and he was equally tall, being in height six feet

two inches, while his figure was a perfect model of strength and
symmetry.


