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Vibeil, especially during ebb tides, by the shtJl-fish, they are thus

productive of consequences, futul to those nvIio use thetn as an

article of food.

Not only the bird isles, already described, but the island of

Bonaventure, and Perc6 rock, iibonnd in the summer with ganets,

which, in prodigious flocks, arrive early in May from the south-

ward. They lay and hatch their eggs, not only on those islands,

but on various parts of the coast, v\'hcre adventurous sportsmen,

often with considerable risque ascend and plunder their nests,

amid the steep and threatening clitfs. These birds, at that pe-

riod very fierce, will .sometimes by the severity ©f their bite, direct-

ed chieily at the eyes of the desj)oiler, force him to retreat. The
buy of (j!asp6 is more than two leagues in depth, and its coasts

are inhabited by setders engaged in the fisheries.

GULPH AND niVER OF ST LAWRENCE.
The Gulph of St. Lawrence, says Mr. M. is about eighty leagues

in length ; and when the winds and currents are favourable, its

passage does not usually exceed tvventy-foin- hours. Tiie Saint

JUawrenco, is one of the greatost, most noble, and beautiful rivers,

and, at the same time, the fnrlhest navigable for vessels of a large

size, of any in the universe. I'Vom its mouth to the harbour of

Quebec, the distance is one huurired and twenty leagues ; and ves-

sels from Europe ascend to Montreal, which is sixty leagues

higher up its course.

Cape ftosiers, at a small distance to the northwards of the point

of Gaspe, is j>roperly the place which limits the farthest extent

of this gigantic river ; and it is from thence that the breadth of
its mouth, which is ninety miles, nuist be estimated. They who
pretend that its width is one htnidred and twenty miles, measure
It apparently from the eastern extremity of Gaspe. The mouth
of the Saint Lawrence is separated into two channels, by the island

of Auticosti, extending from south east to nordi west, about a

liundred and twenty niilcs, and its utmost breadth about thirty

nides. The north channel is little frequented, although safe and
of great depth; it is much narrower than the south channel, which
is near sixteen leagues wide at its entrance. The island is of
little value; the wood which grows upon it is small, the soil is

barren, and possesses not a single harbour where a vessel may
with safety enter. The country is flat towards die coasts, rising a

little in the centre, but no where into hills. Flat rocks extend at

each extremity, to a considerable distance from the shores, render-

ing the approach hazardous. A few savages sometimes winter

there, for the purpose of the chase. On passing this island, the

jarid becomes visible on both sides of the river.

A considerable nuniber of rivers flowing through Jong rhannel|

I


