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bofou- useful, l)ccnmo tlicn i.uli.iM'i.Mbly luncs^aiy, ll.af Narifration sl...ulJ

be tiu.slit u» n science t.. the c<)ii.luct..rs ol our inorchmitincn, nn.l it wai

noon lit) imcoinmoii spiHtuclc U. l.chold the AiiuTican Vav^W, 1uIcI> vmuscd

to .cientitic rrMinii.t, shaping \m c.,uim« through foreign ^kit•» by the ruk-s

of "comctry. 'I'lu' <luut» mid inaiiiic dircclioiis witli Nxhich foreign coun-

tries al...uu.l, hiivc al*o rcndcir.l the profession of ti>e ^eu less ihin|ierou»

«n,l more i.r.,li.ul.ie. These powerful aids have almont every whero been

r.Men.led to liie protection and cncourtigenient of connncrce, except n. the

>Vmerican States. Here, inde.wl, few Charts have been publishe.l, and

those of no ren.arkahle chara< ter, either for the accuracy of their distances

and beiin.u.s, or lor the estent of their scah". lUil t.. collect n.lo a com-

pen.hous v..lume the n.ost authentic .lesrriptions of the harbours, and an

accurate .letad of tlie courses and s.u.n.iin-s of tiu- American foast, 1ms

long been a desideratum anion- nautical and commercial men ; and until

the appearance of tiie first edilion of the AmI'Iih-AN Coast I'ilot, in

17i)(), no attemiil, we Inlieve, had ever been inaiie, in any part (d the

Union, to ell'ecl il. 'I'o :icc(.iiiplisii so im))()rtant an object, which was

cmb;irrassed wilh more than the ordinary dilliculties with wiiich all new

' works arc invoUed, the Editor, actuated by a principle of commercial ben-

efit, and assisted by one of tin! most correct and experienced Pilots in the

l'nH((i States, hazarded the pu'dication of that work, under auspices by no

means fivourabie to its eventual establisl.nu'iit, as a bo(di of reicrence and

directions to Ameri(;in mariners. Incidi-nt to the very arduous and com-

plex nature of tiie work it^df, much incompetency and error found admis-

sion into its pa.;es, wiiich no industry ot liie Kditor could avoid. Add to

this, tiie avowed hostility of almost ail the Pilots in tiie Southern commer-

cial cili<'s, with w!iov,. liitcn^t it militated, to permit any degree of

reputation to be attached to a i)uUIication, whose professed design \»a:. to

niako American coiiiinanders their own pih^ts, and to relieve in the minds

of their owners every apprehension of danger, by the certain conviction

that this cabin companion wi'uld be the means of security.

But notwithstanding the oljictions of interest, and the cavils of malice,

the Kditor feels it a duty, wi.icli be owes to the independent candour and

integrity of some lew of the Sunlliern pilots, to remark, that their I'lieiidly

assistance and information have largely contributed to the present highly

improved state of hii. Coast Pilot. It is, however, unnece-^stny minute-

ly to follow, stcj) by step, the various and indefatigable etlV.rts, wliich for

tight years have i)een exerted in all the |irincipal cities of America, to ren-

der this work as correct in its execution as it was extensive iirllie purposes

it contemplated. l',\ery scjurce ot' marine intelligence which our rouutiy af-

fords,and which tlie r.arrow aUisLuessof a bigotted prolcbiion had iiotrt ndercd


