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"The people of T-xas. satisfied with tho systemunderwhichthey have prospered for so

niiiiiy years, will bo unwilling to take now d(^parturoH. until tho etioloKy of. yellow fever Is

more thoroughly comprohcnded, and science discovt-rs mort^Jpowerful agents for its de-

^ti action than wo now possess. With duo deforoneo to the distinguNhod sanitarians who
.(inipos'e the (Jongress of Hygleno in our sister republic, we could not accept the ton days'

liiiiod of detention 'as a basi! for any agreement that might bo entered into."* *

Since the date of the letter from which the foregoing extracts are made (September,

iscl) the "applianci^s for puiillcatlon" have boon furnished at tho Galveston station. But

Dr. Swonrlng(!n romnrks in a recent letter to mc, "although wo have; (at Galveston) every

finiiity for inaugurating a quarantine more in hnrniony with th(! views of sanitarians, our

lirdple are not yet prepar<Hl for experiments."

.\.s to land qunrantlnos, Dr. Swoaiingen says: "Railways in Mexico make It possible

for persons, froiglit, etc.. to bo. transported from Vera Cruz to any city in Texas within five

(lays, via El Paso or Laredo. Quarantine stations for the first time wcire this year estab-

lislied nt thost! points. I have not attempted even an Inspection service against sniall-pox

ill Mexicf). It would be pui'ely ornamental it I did so. The Rio Grande is a shallow stream,

111(1 Iroin El Paso to Brownsville, by the river bed, is probably two thousand miles.

Siiiiij,'Kling is Ciirrled on extensively, and the United States Govorimient cannot prevent

it. A (luarantine ofllcer at any point, would only be a notice to these organized bands and
to ilie travelers of both republics, tliat they would hav(^ to cross the river higher up or

idwer down, 'only this imd nothing more.'

"lean enforce with some reason an embargo against persons from Vera Cruz when
yilidw fever prevails there, for that city is the only nidus of infection, but when small-pox

is all over the country, the extreme folly of such a thing as an inspection at railway cross-

ing's, is too apparent to lie discussed." *

Should cholera be introduced into Mexico and becomes (U)idemic there, the same condi-

tions woidd then obtain with reference to the oxelusion of that contagion. Dr. Swoarlngen.

ailils, however, that Texas "will cooperate with the authorities of,other Stat(!s, in any dc-

finsivo action against cholera Importation that may be indicated by tlie American Public

Ilialth As.soclation."

National Refuge Stations:
Theie still remains to notice th(! Refuge Stations in Sapelo Sound— off the coast of

(leorgla—and on Ship Island in Mississippi sound. These were originally projected by

tliu National Board of Health as part of a system intended for the protection of the minor
ports, by providing fully-equipped establishments for the care and treatment of infected

vessels. Only the Ship Island t-tation was completed on an adequate scale, and its chief

importance as a safeguard to the Mississippi river and the port of New Orleans has been
IniKely superseded by the estp,bhshment of a refuge station in Pas nL'Outre by the Louis-

iiuia State Board of Health. ,

Thesi^'.stallons, Sapelo Sound and Ship Island, are now In charge of the Marine Hospital

s iivico, together with those in Hampton Roads and at the Delaware Breakwater, already

dosi'ribcd. .
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