
328 FARTHEST NORTH.

Portsmouth, N. H., September 4,1884.

General H. H. Lockwood.
Dear Sir : Your letter of the 22d ult., request

ing information of the missing effects of your dear 
son, which had been committed to my care, is just 
received. . . . The effects in question, excepting the 
ring and coins, I turned over to Major Greely before 
leaving this city in August. The two latter articles 
I afterward found and gave to Mrs. Peck, who, with 
her husband, called on me at the Parker House, in 
Boston. The setting of the ring, I am sorry to say, 
was not found after his death, although diligent search 
was made. He had spoken of it but a few days before 
his death, and expressed great concern for its safety. 
It was supposed to be suspended from his neck in a 
small parcel, but search revealed nothing. The com
pass was among the effects I transferred to Lieutenant 
Greely, as were also two pencils, his pipe, spoon, knife, 
etc. With reference to the inner life of your son, do 
not feel any concern. Although not an open professor 
of any particular creed, he followed closely the golden 
rule during my acquaintance with him. When I 
reach Washington I shall be glad to call on you. In 
the mean time I shall willingly answer any question 
with regard to his life in the frigid zone that you may 
desire to ask. Place no reliance on any of the adverse 
newspaper reports that are occasionally seen reflecting 
on his conduct ; they are not worthy of a moment’s 
thought. Hoping that the articles have reached you 
in safety ere this, I am, very sincerely yours,

D. L. Brainard.


