
parties liiit an oblif^atory stiitutory obligation, it bcoamo a

»Uitii((HT duty iiii]K)soil by rai'liamciit witb a paramount
power u|)i)n tbo iiiiliviihial, ami ii'lbat duty watt nil posed, il

could l)t> onroriod liy a innndamus, Tlial i^t '.ly Ktatomeni.

WuH, tho second L'liiMsio ol tbo cnulraci luado by u.s is f'ui-

lowed, word for wi>i>|, I inaj' say, oxcopt Ktrikintj out tlio

wordn " bereliy cinitnii'tcd lor "— l.oriiby toudorod tor, tiii'y

moan of coni.so. It jwovides tbat " Iho ('(iitractciis

iiiiincdiiilcly attor tliu organization of ibo L'onip&tiy, will

dopo.-iil witii tbo tiovornnioiil 81,000,(100 intasli or approved
Bt'ouiitios." Tlioi'o was an (ibligatiou wo wore told, tbat

tlioy " sliall " do it, tbat tboy tmist do it. Wbon I came U->

the clause about buibtirif; tbe roaii, tbo woni ''sliall"

in tlic luiitract tbat wo inailo, is struck out and tbe word
"will" jiut in. 'I'bo parliamentary statutory obligation

to ])ay tbo ninney was loft, but wbon wo come to

Iho clause saying tbey shall build ibc road, tbo word
"shall" is Btruck out and tbo wonl "will" subsiitiited.

The word " will" is merely un expression ol intention, and
tbo onl3' conHcquence, ii this is earned out, is that tbo sub-

Hoqueiit ])art ot the contract will be inojicrative, because it

pays tbat on condition ot the promise, the (iovernment agree

to make ci.'riain payments. So it tbo jirarniso be not carried

out. tbu iiayoicnts will not bo made. If tbo word shall is

goiKi " shall deposit.' it is good fur "shall build," yet it is

left in tor tbe dejiosit and struck nut lor tlio road. There
must bo an object in that; that is a statutory ohligation

wliich imposes Unit duty wbicli the Ctovornmont of the day
cim force as it can force all duties thrown on I'arliamoiil on
the subject. I had forgotten a papor that is placed in my
hands to wbicii I shall call your atteiiLion. 1 .--poko about

the value ol tlie laud along the prairie section which, of

course, must bo of more value than tbe land wliich tlio

whole Syndicate would have to take for their additional

burden and tlicir additional responsibility along the whole
lino of railway. Wo will take tlio iJansuliaii section. Xow,
this is the statement based on tbo now prciposal. We will

valuft the laml grant for the prairie section at 81.00 an acre,

and that ovorybo<iy must admit is absurdly low

—

Mr. MILLS. Hear, hear.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Yes, it is absurdly low
for the land laying twenty-lour milos on each side of the

prairie sect iou ;
it iiuist bo worth more, when the railway is

built, than a dollar an acre. Tbe cash subsidy. '.'Ou miles at

(f733.33 ])er milo will bo ^t;,OoO,UO0, and the land grant,

10,000 per mile for 900 miles at 81 pur acre, will bo

811,000,000, inaking ill all, for building tho prairie section,

atgl an acre, $15,1100,000. If you take tho lima at $ J an aero,

and that is far too low by the estimates of tbo hon. gcnlle-

inan opposite, the cash subsidy of tbe land grant at ?J an
acre will niidio in all «-'•!, 1100,(100. Value the land at S;i.l8

an aire iiiui il will oe woitb 8-8,6-0,000, making in all, ea.-b

and land, 835,2i!0,iMI0, un that for building tbo prairie section,

tbo cbeaji soctiin, the easy section, the >ection which can be

run at a prom— at 8 i an acre, they will get 8l7,;i;tf.rii |ier

mile , at tL' an aciv, lliey will get 8-T,3.5;i:il a milo, and Sif.lH

un acre they will got §,i!',lo3 a mile. And this ]iricc would
bo given hy hon. gentleiuen O]i])osito who say tbat that -ec-

tioii can be built at 8^,110 per milo.

Sir ALllKlii' J. .^.MLTii. Ili>w much would tbey get on
your proposition 'I

Sir.IOIIN A. MACDOXALl). Now, when tho Uoii!-o

was discussing the s;ib division ami subsidy-, it was alleged
that there was a disproiiortionate sum g von to Messrs.
Stoiiheii iV. Co., and this otfer wiis meant to make tho public
believe tbat tbe sum was e.\ce,isivo. 1 have sliown vou,
that believing as everybody must who looks at this o'tVer,

that It is only intended to biiiM tjin prairie section, the
whole thing will vary Irom 817,000 to 830,1100 per mile,

at cording to the various estimates |ier milo. Tliat is for the
prairio section aloiio, Tho reason wliy tbo sum was put

largo and full in tho original contract for the prairie section,

was because that section must bj built, first and speedily.

That is tbo portion that can only Ir( i>uilt first, and until that

is built the population which we believe will reaitily and
eagerly seek shelter and homes in dur North- West cannot

get there. It was ot the very greatest oonhei[uonco to tho

(iovcrnmont that this road should bo built at once. This

large subsidy was. theielore, given for Iho prairio section

as an inducemont for the contractors to jiush that road there

within three years, wliiidi tboy stated they wero quite

ready to do that, if they got tno contract rati tied by tho

1st ot' January, and tlo-y will build that as shortly after

that time as iiossible. It malces no ditb'roneo if tho security

is g.Mxi; if tho capital is in the hands ot gcntloraon

of honor and moans, it is of no conseiinonco where the money
is o.\j)endod. Tbo division is made lor tho imrposo of

burrjing up the l,Ot)0 miles across tho fertile prairies of the

Xorth-West, so as to enable tbe jiopulation to go in at once.

And, Sir, you must remember tbey can got no lands near

Ijako Superior nor in llritisli Columbia, which had boon

described by lion, gontlcraon opjiosito as valnoloss, that

Province being a "sou of mountains." Thoreforo all tho

land to be given is concentrated in tho prairie country, and •

we endeavor tolndiico them to build the road and ••vs many
branches as jiossib'.e by grants in that region. The groat

object was not only to have the lino running from oast to

west, but to assign tbe Company lands to be selected by tho

joint action of tbo (.iovernment anil themselves. To
encourage them to build branches, we give them a largo

and valuable allowance, so that that whole country may
not onlj- be opened up oast and west, but be penetrated by
herring-bone lines running northward and southward far

into the interior. 1 hear a voice behind mo saying that

they are to builil tbo Lake Suiierior section at the same
time. Wo took good care of that. I believe that tho men
who signed tho first contract are moii ot honOr and great

wealth, who cannot aiVord too loso their character, prostigo

and credit in the markets of tho world by breaking a con-

tiact. But we felt wo had no right lo lake their word for it,

and therefore stijiulated in the contract that tbe (lovernmont
commence from tho beginning of tbo ti'anadian Pacific line,

possibly at Oa'iandar Station, ami proceed vigorously arul

continuously,and in such a manner that tbe annual progress

—

shall not securo completion at the ond of ten years but shall

be such as to show the tiovernment that the Lake Su|)orior

ivp.id could be finished in ten years. You must remember
that this is one conlmct, and not a separable contract, to

build tbe eastern or the woslern section. It is a contract to

build lK)tli, and if tho Company failed in perform-

ing their contract in carrying out their obligations

as to tho Lake Superior road, or tbo prairie road,

they have no rigjjt lo claim a subsidj' n land or money
because of having done so much work on ihoju'airio section.

If they fail on ono section, although they may have built

twice the number of niiiOS that tbey promised across tbo

prairie, and may have tinished them to our (borough satis-

iMCtion, when thoy come to demand tbe Ian 1 and the money,
if thev have not worked vigorously and continuously on tho

Lake iSn))erior section, achieving a rate of annual progrosH,

assuring us tbat it will be tinislied wilbin tho ])ro|icr time,

thon we shall saj' :

'' Xo yon don't—you shall not have this

money
i

true, you have built (he prairio secdon, but you
bavo tailed at other parts of the road which must go on
jHtri jiasnu, and we will not give you a dolbir or an aero,

because, though 30U have done the I'uli amount on tho

prairies, you have ma<lo a failure to a great extent olso-

whorc." Li oribo- to make a great flourish on tho new
sections or (iroposals, the o|i]H)nents of the old scheino have
btruck out tho 15lh clause as follows;

—

''K(ir 20 yenrs fruiii die it.-itp lii'ivof, no linr 'of rntl\v;iy sljnll I'O

uulhOD/cJ liy Oie Doiuinion I'liiiiimif'Ml lo tic conslnuU'il .simuli uf tin;

CaaaUiaii l'ti>.'iiii; Kailwn^i Iruui anj i>uiul at ui' utsM tliti Cauailiau I'uciliu


