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to see, anrl strivftn to bring about, a united

Methodism. Tlie ainalgaiiiation of the two

bodies which took place in bs74 was in no

Minall de<,'ree duo to liis persistent advocacy

and powerful defence, both throu^'h the

colunms of the Gintnl'mn and in the di.H-

cussions of the CJonference. In connection

with the movement for the consolidation of

Canadian Methodism, he took a leading part

in advocating lay delegation and union

principles ; and at the London Conference

in 1873, when a plan of union had been

agi'eed upon by the Wesleyan, Eastern,

British American, and New (Connexion Con-

ferences, he, in conjunction with Dr. Nelles,

was appointed a delegate to the British

C/onference to represent the relations arising

out of tlie proposed union, and to arrange

the terms of settlement with the parent

Body. As a member of Church Courts and

C/onference Committees, he displays saga-

city and decision of character. As a preacher

he is earnest, practical, and at times elo-

quent ; his sermons are calculated to quicken

the intellect as well pa the spirit. He is a

man of strong convictions, tenacious of his

opinions, and fearless and outspoken in ex-

pressing and maintaining them. He is also

a man of broad views, of progressive prin-

ciple.", and of advanced ideas upon all sub-

jects, whether civil or ecclesiastical. Al-

though thoroughly liberal in mere matters

of opinion, whenever a principle is at stake

he shows that he has the moral courage to

act in accordance with his conscientious

convictions, and resolutely to adhere to his

purpose in spite of opposition, or prejudice,

or the loss of popular favour. He has al-

waj's taki-n a deep interest in everything

that concerns the well-being of society, and

has heartily sympathized and cooperated

with all evangelical and non-sectarian insti-

tutions. His earliest attempts at public

speaking were made while he was teaching

school, in behalf of the great cause of tem-

perance. He has ever since been a steady

and earnest advocate of Prohibition, and is

at the present time the President of the

Ontario branch of the Dominion Temperance

Alliance.


