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Gaverninent Orders

where the individtual hais unxdertakon ta communicate with a public office
holderin an attemptto influence any matterdescribed in subparagrapha 1(a(i) ta
(vi), particulars b identify any communication technique thatthe individual has
uaed or expecta ta uae inan attempt ta influence that matter

That is a central point in the legisiation and 1 say that fromn
experience in the past Parliainent. Often in the past we were flot
awarc of the varjous techniques used by iobbyists. What are
some of those techniques?

First, let us take the drug patent' legisiation as an example.
That is a bill by wiiich members can sec the foul force of a lobby
at work. The organization of brand name manufacturera flot oniy
had very good lobbyists but used polling companies. It used
advertising. It used print. It used the media. If wc were flot reaily
sensitive to the total package or the comprehensive communica-
tion strategy they were using, we couid b. very susceptible to
their particular lobby or their particular point of view.

Often in the House of Commons we are susceptible to polis
because we have been conditioned as politicians to look at polis
to find out what people are thinking. In the past we have seen
lobbyists dcsigning polis and using poils to create a sense that
the public was supporting the presentation they wcre making to
us on a particular issue. That is where we have to keep our heads
up.

Mr. Speaker, you are a veteran of the Hill; you have been here
for many ycars. You have scen these various techniques
employed. The bill states that the technique iobbyists are using,
whether it be print media or polling, the total package of how
they wîll try to shiift our attitude toward redrafting a piece of
legisiation, has to be on the table. Their operation has to be
transparent in the way it cornes at us. That is a iccy comportent of
the legisiation. It wili heip us make better laws for the people of
Canada.

The Minister of Industry made another very important point
in i s speech: Canadians do flot have to pay to talk to their
members of Parliament. Millions of people would probably b.
shocked at the. very thougit of having to pay to speak to their
members of Parliament.

Tihe member for Esquirnat-Juan de Fuca alluded to the. fact
that during the last 10 years thc sector of the. cconomy that grew
the most in this town was the lobby sector. I do not know wiiat
thie percentage increase was, but it outstripped cvery other
sector in terms of growth in tus city. An impression was crcated
that if we rcally wantcd to get something donc in Ottawa wc had
to go tiirougii a Iobbyist. It made mcinbers of Parliament secm
irrelevant.
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I reinember bcing in opposition and feeling the. frustration.
Wbon I wouid run into constituents flying back toloronto or in a
restaurant or doing sometiiing ini town bore, 1 would say: "What
arc you doing hore?" Thcy would say: "Wcll, I'm witii my
lobbiyist tryilg to get somcthing donc". I wouid ask: -What do
you mcmn you arc with your lobbyist? Why wouldu't you just
corne around? This is what we as members of Parliamont arc

here for. Tbis is what we are here to help you with
have to pay a lobbyist".

If we are talking about a piece of complex policy
want to get some uitra-sophisticated advice on bov
advance a very complux issue, fine, there are
professional policy people out there who can iel
neyer have to pay to get acceas to your member of:

In dealing witii this legisiation in the firat part of c
in a comprehensive way, we are flot only going 1
constituents, whether they be from a social agency or
but we will also beý reinvigorating tic role of n
Parliament.

The Prime Minister and the Minister of Industry t
legislation will make our role as members of Parlia
more mcaningful than it has been in the iast 10 yt
previous 10 years it is a well known fact that if one i
good lobbyist who could get to the eight or ten key
were basically administering thc goverfiment, one
good chance of getting one's issue on the front bu

The Prime Minister is saying with bis compreher
package: -Work witi your members of Parliainel
here. Tbey're working for you". We are not try
lobbyists out of business, but we are trying to put the 1
responsibility of members of Parliament back to Wil
was.
[Translation]

Mr. Philippe Paré (Louis-Hébert): Mr. Speake
poscd legisiation to amend the Lobbyists RegistratiO:
us a chance to reflect on the state of our democricy
Berlin wall came down and thc Soviet empire was
we have seen some major attempts at democrati
countries which for decades had lived under tic
totalitarian state.

Against tuis background, we are sometimes tei»pt4
ize our own political system and give it virtuca Il
bowever, stand up to close scrutiny. Tiere are aIsO
ratier simplistically, tend to confuse democracy Witi
suffrage. I do not deny the fact that the electoral
ultimatcly a symbol of democracy, but, with Alexis'
ville, I want to point out tiat democracy means f81

During the iast federal election campa ign, the. Lii
announced it would work on enhancing tic credibilit'
mentarians and wanted to give theni a code of ethic
happencd? Since tic beginning of thc 35th Parhil
government has repeatedly donc the exact opposite
piedged to do.,

A fcw examples. Before tiie Standing CommIfittee
Resources had even startcd its consultations and S<t<
reforni of health and social security progranP, tbe 0
announced in ils February 22 budget, witbout ivI
mentarians or the. Canadian publie. a number of dr<c

Lne governmeni receive a aemocra
in this case?
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