
June 9,1995 COMMONS DEBATES 13521

5. O. 31

All they want is, first and foremost, to have jobs and healthy 
businesses that can create more jobs. Canadians want the kind 
of climate that will be conducive to a sound economy that will 
lead to job creation. I think that is what they want. Whether 
MPs make $64,400, $64,00 or $75,000, they really do not care, 
but they care about their member’s performance. They also 
want their MP to fulfil their aspirations in many respects. In 
any case, people of my riding of Longueuil have seldom told 
me that I was making too much money. Their comments had 
more to do about whether they felt I was doing a good job or 
not or representing them well or not.

As the hon. member for Glengarry—Prescott—Russell said 
earlier, the reason why constituents complain about their MPs is 
not because they are making too much money but rather because 
they are not paying enough attention to fulfilling their wishes. 
That is the spirit in which this bill, which seems reasonable to 
me, should be supported.

The government has come a long way, and if there is one 
aspect that I might have questioned myself, it is the fact that 
pensions are paid as soon as MPs leave public life one way or the 
other, but this bill provides for pensions to start when MPs reach 
the age of 55, and that sounds reasonable to me. Reducing 
slightly pension benefits, which may have been on the high side, 
also seems reasonable to me.

[Translation]

QUEBEC CITY BRIDGE

Mr. Antoine Dubé (Lévis, BQ): Mr. Speaker, because of the 
federal government’s inertia when it comes to adequately main­
taining the Quebec City bridge, 25 organizations, including 
Quebec City authorities and municipalities located on the south 
shore, formed a coalition to ask the federal Minister of Trans­
port to do what is necessary to save and promote this part of our 
national heritage.

The coalition is also asking that the bridge be excluded from 
CN’s assets for the purposes of the bill on the privatization of 
that railway company, as was done in the case of the CN tower, 
in Toronto.

Quebecers are more and more fed up with the federal govern­
ment’s double standard policy.

[English]

TAIWANESE CANADIANS

Mr. Art Hanger (Calgary Northeast, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the 
Taiwanese Canadian Cultural Society has brought to my atten­
tion an example of discrimination against Canadians that should 
not be tolerated by this government.

It seems that when Canadians of Taiwanese origin apply for 
visas to China their visa applications are refused. We know what 
the policy of China toward Taiwan is. There probably is not a lot 
the Canadian government can do about that. However, when 
Canadian citizens are discriminated against overseas because of 
the country of birth they list in their passports, then it is 
incumbent on our government to get involved. This is not an 
issue of two countries disagreeing over sovereignty. This is a 
matter of the fair treatment of Canadians around the world.

I call on this government to get involved and to use its 
newfound influence in China. We must not put trade above the 
fair and just treatment of citizens of Canada. We must defend 
what is right and attack what is wrong. End the unfair treatment 
of Taiwanese Canadians.

For these reasons, I support the bill on pensions.

The Speaker: My colleagues, it being 11 a.m., pursuant to 
Standing Order 30(5), the House will now proceed to statements 
by members under Standing Order 31.

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS

[English]

CHEMICAL WEAPONS CONVENTION

Mr. Ted McWhinney (Vancouver Quadra, Lib.): Mr. 
Speaker, the chemical weapons convention opened for ratifica­
tion in January 1993 and will become law when ratified by a 
minimum of 65 states. According to authoritative doctrine, it 
codifies the general principles of the international law of war 
already recognized in customary international law from at least 
the time of the Geneva protocol of 1925.

The treaty itself symbolically caps an historical process of 
lawmaking already in place on interdiction of chemical weap­
ons, which applies legally whether or not and until the treaty 
itself should become law in its own right.

* * *

THE LATE CHARLES RITCHIE

Mr. Jesse Flis (Parkdale—High Park, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, it 
is with sadness that we note the passing of one of Canada’s most 
distinguished diplomats, Mr. Charles Ritchie.

Charles Ritchie did much to enhance Canada’s stature in the 
world community in the troubled years of the post World War II 
period. In nearly 40 years of service with the Department of 
External Affairs, Charles Ritchie served in high profile and


