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Mr. Rloland Godin <Porineuf): Mr. Chair-
man, I shall take this opportunity to extend
rny syrnpathy to the Postmaster Generai (Mr.
Côté), sponsor of this resolution. It is unfor-
tunate to note Iliat after less than two years,
hie has been forced to corne begging to us
agamn.

I rernember that 21 rnonths ago, the minis-
ter had accepted his appointment with the
best intontions in the w'erld and at the time,
he had rmade his plans known to the whoie
country at a press conference. Il is realized
today thý't the mniister is faced with the in-
creascýd cest cf living.

1-o has te administer a department which
emipicys a gre-,t number of workers scattered
throughout the country. Those workers must
pay taxes like aay other, la order to meet the
recluirernents of financiers wvho arc asking
for a larger share ycar after year. Taxes and
charges mnust be raised. Our businessmnen,
our industrialists, through force of circuro-
stances, be~cUcorne tax collectors have to
hire addilional personncl and this increases
costs andi requîrcs an ircrease in the price of
their ne cdi1cts. The pirow;nt minister faces 111I
these increases: Increases in the cest of ser-
vices, rcnPts, wages, and so on.

Io view of the problerns brought about by
the increase in the cost of living, the Minister
of Finance last spring brought down a deficit
budget. Nevertheless. the Postmoaster General
being an intelligent man, wants to run bis
departrnent on a business basis. To meet the
increases in rentals of departrnental premises
throughout the country, to meet the demands
of contractors who supply the trucks, to meet
the costs of transportation either by raiiroad
or by air, it is obviously necessary to resort
te a new increase in rates. I arn not op-
posed te Ibis plan, because I think that it
is the departrncnt xvhere the ernployecs work
the bardest. It is aise a department which
gencrally gives excellent service.

Personally, I had the opportunity te go to

Vancouver last winter and I noted that a
letter rnailed on Monday afternoon had been
delivered in Quebcc Tuesday afternoon, 24
heurs later. It is also known that from Ot-
tawa to Quchcc is a twelve-hour service.

1 take this opportunity to congratulate the

hion. minister who uses modern means in
modern tirnes. We know that trains or trucks
are stili more advantageous for short dis-
tances, and that planes are better for long
distances.

[Mr. Mather.i

There stiil are seme rural areas which are
served accerding te old metheds because cer-
tain rules appiy which date back te the days
of wax candies when rnuch of the transport
was handled by ox-carts. ITnfortunate]y, a
few parishes in the riding of Portneuf, which
I have the boneur of reprcsenting, wvere
served thait way. Their service must be
irnprovcd. Some time age, 1 pointed out the
situation ta the hon. minister and 1 know lie
will do everything in his power to give satis-
faction te the people concernied.

I take this oppertunity te thank hiim for
bis co-eperat ion. I wish aise te tell the minis-
ter that the part cf the resolutien in which I
arn rnest intcrested is the last paragraph, and
I quote:

-to provide furiher for certin changes in con-
nection wiih the adiministration of the Act. more
eîpeciaiiy in relation te tenders ad contracts.

Il is interesting te note that the minister is
lookiag for reforrn because the eld system
was reaily obsolete, and 1 could cluete many
examples te this efect. I have here the list of
ail the contracters of my regien, and it is
deceiving to note the numiereus price differ-
onces bctwcen the varieus parishes for con-
tracts previding fer the samne niileage and
about the sarne numnber of subscribcrs.

This situation is caused by civil servants
who work for the party. I have noticed in the
past two years-I imagine that things were
the same befere I carne here-that when the
tirne cernes te renew a centract awarded te a
rnernber of the party, the governrnent neyer
calls for tenders. When citizens who do not
beleng te 'i specif.lo politicai party are in-
volved. ho\vever, tenders are calied. That is
wben people try te cul each other's throat,
when unernpleyed persons, faced with the
preblerns of survival and an insecure future,
make unreasonably 10w bids and are unabie
te discharge adequately the responsibilities
involved in the circumstances, I cannot but

welcome the projects of the minister for
irnpreving these methods.

I should like te ask the minister te make a

limnited per-sonal invest,*gation in another area,
more particiilarly in respect te clesing times
ef reoms where post office boxes are located.
In three post offices iocated within a few

miles of one another, heurs during which
access rnay be had te post office boxes differ.
In one post office, access te, the boxes is

prohibited after 6:30 pan., since the facilities
are lncked. Tc'n miles farther, in another post
office, the public has access te the boxes tili
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