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hoon. flic integrity of tlic Canaclian bencb.

Mr. KNOWLES: There are two matters
which I should like to call to the attention of
the Minister of Justice in the hope that hoe
may act on thom. First, I should like to raiso
again the question of a retirement age for
.iudges of the superior courts of the various
provinces. As I understand it, there is a fixed
retirement age for judges of our tederal courts
-the Supreme Court of Canada and the ex-
choquer court-and there is nîso a fixed[ retire-
ment age for judges of district and couety
courts. But in hetween those two groups
thero is this middle bracket, if I may eall it
that, of superior court judgcs, designated by
various namnes in different provinces, for which
there is no fixed retirement ago. Some of
thema do retire, but mnny go on to quite
advanced ages. I would be the first one to
recogeize that in mon of advanced years one
froquently fieds both physical and mental
vigour t.he oquai of some inuch youeger, but
as a general mbl, I thiek, we w'ould ail] ngreo
that it would ho bettor for the administration
of justice and better cli rounid if the prieciplo
of a fixed retiroment ago applied to aIl the
courts of our land.

When this question was raised hetore, the
minister commented favourahly on the prie-
ciple which I amn advocating. On occasions I
have introduccd a bill to try te achieve the
principle in what is admittedly an indirect
manner, hy providing that the salaries of
judgcs at a prescrihod age shahl hecomo w'hat
their pensions wouid ho, thus oncouraging
retirement. I admit that when I introduced
that bill I recogeized that it xvcs an indirect
way of going about it. I would have preferred
that it ho donc directly, but not boing in a
position to introduce such a measuro I intro-
duced the bill to try te focus nttention on the
matter and get discussion on it as weii.*Two yoars ago, in April 1944, hoth the
former member for Saskatoon, Mr. Bence, and
1 spoke on this matter cnd roceivcd from the
Miniister of Justice a favourable repiy. His
words, as recorded in Honsard for April 21,
1944. at page .2248, rend in part as follows:

Hon. L. S. St. Laurent (Minister of Justice)
-\r. Speaker, I think le about tivo minutes 1(an give the assurance tint hion. miernbers ha Ve.sought, tiîat at the very first oppertunitv the
iatter of an ameedmnent to th e British Northî
Amnerica Act te dccl with flhc provision which
no-~ gix es judges of thc provincial superior
courts a lite tenure in their office xviii ho con-
sidered. This is ie my opinieon a matter Wj ch
should not be presented for anmendinen-t to the
iiiiperiai parliamient ivthout prevjous discussion
wviîb the provines, because the administration
of justice ced the establishment of the courts

'MIr. IIs(k(ett.]

arc mnatteîs tint are ithin provincial jurisdlic-
tion. It is my view that thie preper procodlure
txitii respect te amnendnients to tie Britishs N orth
Amrerica Act w lien dealing with any portion that
gîte c~jOrisdietioiî te provincial legisiatures
shieult invoît e prier conIlference and consultation
xvîth tue logisiatures, andi if it is sought te take
awav froni theni sonieting which lias been
ailiottod te thenm, their consent shouid be
olita ined.

I will net rend the record further. I xviii
simpiv say that it goos on te report an argu-
ment ever that iast point. But what I wouid
like te ask the minister new is whether it is
stihi bis view that this is a mattor fer an
ameedmont of the British North America Act,
in the way hoe indiccted at that time, citer
our experienco wbicb cuiminated In the vote
last night on redistribution. The other ques-
tion I would like te ask him, in the light of
the other thîings ho scid on that occasion,
wbich I have net taken the time te rend te the
committee. is w'hether the matter xvas pro-
scnted at the receat sittings et the dominion-
provincial conferenco, and in generai, w bore
we stand on this whoe question et fixing a
rotirement cge for judges.

About twe vears cge I secured frem the
Department et Justice c roture shewing the
names aed dates et hirth of ail the judges in
superier courts et Canada. The roture revoaiod
that at that timo thome wero 29 judges between
the ages et 70 cnd 75 stili sitting on the hench
in tise superier courts. cnd 1l ovor the age
et 75. 1 have net csked the departmnent te
hring thint retura up te date, se I wish te
make it clear that in wvhct 1 cm going te say
nmv there is an ciement et surmise, beccuse
I dIo net know how mcny of these mon have
sînco rctired or have passed on. But if cli
these mon-ced I emphcsize the if-were stili
on the bench there weuid now ho 23 hetween
the ages et 70 and 75, and 26 over the cge et
75 and on up into the eightios. That figure wiil
et course have te ho corrected in the light et
retiremonts or deatis that have taken place
in the meantime. I keow the ministor agrees
xvith our contention tisat somothieg sbould
ho donc about this matter, ced I shsail appre-
ointe it if lie wiii indicate how it now stands.

The etiior que stion u-pon xvbicli I xvould nsk,
the~ mini-tcr te comment is one whicb I admit
et oece is ticlizs in tlîis pariiement, and 1
tvaet te bc qtîite fair about it cnd aveid any
emibarras-mont te the mieister, becau-.e net
enly do I respect him persenaliy but 1 respect
lis m(i ipious taith. I roter te the question ot
div orce hisl eeîieg heforo parhiameet. As
tie mciniýîc r lkeews, every tiese n batcbi et
these hbis comes, tbmetîgh there is a feeling on
t'he part et meany et us, te say the hecst, that
it is net clue tise dignified way et de.ahing


