
JULY 3, 1947 5031
Criminal Code

proposes that in order that a man may be
tried as an habituai criminal there must be
the consent of the attorney general of the
provinces. I db not think I favour this
particular section, 'hecause it tends to produce
different practices in different provinces. In
order that there may be uniform practice,
1 think the consent should be obtained from
thc commissioner of penitentiaries rather than
from the attorney general of the province.
After aIl, the commissianer of penitentiaries
has the record of the particular prisoner. His
consent should be obtaincd rather than that
of the attorney general of the province, be-
cause it is my opinion that this wiil produce
more uniformity cof practice in this connection.
The Iat subsection of section 18 states that
the minister shahl review the cases every
three years. An amendmcnt might be put
in here stating that the minister ought to
act upon the recommendation of the com-
missioner of penitentiaries.

As I mentioned in the opening sentences
of my short remarks, the state of mind of
an habituai criminal is somewhat equal to a
defective mind, and 1 hope that the minister
will soon sec to it that anc of the assistant
commissioners to be appointed is an expert
along that uine, an alienist, as I mcntioned
yesterday. If that is done, then I think we
might be more successful in working out the
amndcments now hefore the house and they
will he of real beniefit in connection with our
wholc criminal administration.

Mr. H. C. GREEN (Vancouver South):
There is one question I should like ta place
hefore the minister and the house, namchy, the
alarming inease in Canada in moral offences
against children. I believe that that incrcase
bas taken place in ahl of thc provinces;
ecertainly it ia so in my own province of
British Columýbia.

I have had different petitions requesting
that some action he taken at this session ta
amend the criminal cade ta meet this situa-
tion. For exampie, one petition was signcd by
a large number of people from one of the
junior high school parent-teacher associations,
in the city of Vancouver, urging that the
criminal code he so amendcd as ta deal
adcquately with moral offences againat chul-
dren, regardiesa of which section of flic
criminai code these charges came under. I
have had furthcr representations from another
parent-teacher association cantaining a resolu-
tien passed by the provincial convention of
parent-teacher associations. At that conven-
tion there would be representatives of parent-

teacher associations fromn aIl over the prov-
ince, and this is the suggestion made by such
provincial convention:

Resolved (I) that representations be made ta
the federal government recommending that
necessary legisiation bc enacted to provide for
sentencing offenders against public morals where
those offences are due to a psychopathie condi-
tion, ta preventive treatment and detention lin
a separate institution provided for that purpose.

(2) That representations be made to the gov-
ernment of the province of British Columbia
recommending that all sex offenders (offenders
against publie marais) have medical and psychia-
trie examination before being sentenced in order
to obtain, before disposition, an understanding
of the personalities of the offenders.

(3) That in view of the many protests con-
cerning the number of liglit sentences imposed
on moral degenerates, we make (a) representa-
tions to the Minister of Justice and the Attorney
Glenerai that adequate psychiatrie treatment be
provided for such ofienders and (b) to the Min-
ister of Justice that adequate provision be
made in the criminal code for retaining in eus-
tody these offenders until the treatment of the
prisoner has proven sufflciently satisfactory that
hie may be saely returned to society.

Apparently under the present law many of
the people committing criminal acta of this
kind are sentenced, serve their time, are turned
loose and commit the same crimes again. That
happens time after time. Certainly something
must be done to meet the situation. Just this
week I received a Vancouver paper reporting
an attack on two small girls. The father of
one of the girls summed it up very well, I
think, when hie said:

«'I don't know. It's got me beaten," the eleven-
year-old's f ather said titis morning. "This sort
of thing seems to be getting worse ail the tîme
and something has got to be done about it. But
what I don't know."

I had hoped that there would be some
amendment this year, but I can find nothing
in the bill as presented to the house that
meets the situation. There is some change in
section 260 of the code, but that doca not
really meet the situation to which I have
referred. 1 hope that when the minister speaks
hie wili explain why it is that the govern-
ment is not making a move at this time ta
cope with this very seriaus condition.

Mr. RODNEY ADAMSON (York West):
1 notice in this bill reference to motor car
accidents, and penalties against drivers have
been in many instances considerabiy increased.
I have no objection ta that at ail if it will
decrease the tragic number of highway acci-
dents ail across the cauntry every year.

The question that I wish to raise at the
moment is this. It has heen found in the
United Kingdom and in other countries that
increasing the penalties for infractions of the
various highway acts, and increasing the penai-


