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Statute of Westminster

Further on hie said:
Power mnust be exercîsed by another body,

and whenever power bas to be exercised by
another body to effectuate a purpose that this
state proposes, then that state and this one are
not on an equality of status.

So theïre is no doîiht in the mind of my
rigbt hon. friend that in ordýer to put into
effeet the decisions arrived at unanimously
at the conference of 1926, and I rnight add at
the conferences of 1929 and 1930, in order to
give effcct to the principles there enunciated
and accepted by ali, hie must see to it, if hie
is still of the saine mmnd, t.hat Canada se-cures
the right and the power to arnend its own
constitution.

'Mr. BENNETT: Perhaps the hion. gentle-
rnan knoyws that it was suggested that there
should be a conference with the provinces at
a Inter date, to whicb ahl the representatives
of the provinces who were here in April were
agreeable, and we said that laiter we would
cali a conference.

Mr. LA POINTE: I knew that, and I arn
pleased that such a conference was then sug-
gested and is to be held.

Mr. CAHAN: In the meantime the hion.
gentleman rnight exercise bis talents in edu-
cating our own province of Quebec.

Mr. LAPOINTE: I tbank my hion. friend
for bis complirnentary suggestion, and if I
have tbe saine success there that I bave bad
elsewhere it is possible that we rnay corne
to a happy conclusion. As far as the sug-
gestion of my hon. friend is concerned,' I
bave this to say. I have read rnany articles
and rnany books on tbe question we are now
discussing, both by authors who favour the
changes that have taken place and by others
wbo are flot so enthusiastic about thern, and
I have always notîced that when it cornes
Vo a question of securing the right to arnend
the constitution of the Dominion of Canada,
and perhaps also wben tbe question of appeals
to the privy e.ouncil is being discussed, the
opponents of change always bring in the
name of Quebec as tbeir last bulwark and
safeguard against change and innovation. M'av
I repeat what I bave already stated in this
parliarnent? I do not believe that thie rights
of the minorities in this country are linked
with the legal situation as it exista now. Our
ancestors fought for responsible government in
this country. Tbey tried Vo develop Canada
as a nation under the British flag, and 1 do
not think they ever conternplated that a
statua of colonial inferiority was necessary for
the safeguarding of their rights. I do not
believe that, and I was pleased the other day,
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Mr. Speaker. wben I said that you agreed
with me on this, that the best safeguard which
the minority bas Vo proteet their rights lies
in thernselves, rather than in sorne outaide
authority. I arn of the opinion that Cana-
dians as a whole, in Quebec as well as in the
other provinces, would flot perrnanently be
satistied with a condition under which they
would be subordinated to another power out-
side the territory of Canada. Lt is not a new
idea which I arn expressing. I have already
in this bouse and in the province of Quehec
stated my views in that regard. I rexnember
addressing a large audience in Montreal, at
the Cercle Universitaire, a~t which a large
number of the professional men and university
students of Montreal were present, and there
I expressed exactly the saine views that I arn
expressing now, and I may add that those
views were endorsed and supported by that
audience without any restriction. So I think
there is a possibility of reaching an agreement
in that matter. It will be difficuit, work, I
arn quite willing te, agree with rny hion. friend
the Secretary of State (Mr. Caban), that this
conference will have hefore it, but I believe
there is a possihility of corning to an agree-
ment and of devising safeguards just as strong
as those which now exist in order to allay the
fears wbicb. the minorities rnight have in re-
gard to their rights.

Mr. CAHAN: If rny hon. friend will allow
rne Vo say so, I have read many tirnes bis
address before the Cercle Universitaire, and
frorn inquiries I made I was under the irn-
pression that the audience by their applause
expressed their enthusiasrn rather in respect
to the hon. gentlemnan's fervor and eloquence
than in approval of the ideas hie propounded
on that occasion.

Mr. LAPOINTE: I arn grateful to my hion.
friend for his kind words, but I assure him
that the audience was rather supporting the
substance of and the ideas ernbodied in my
rernarks, because the rbetoric was very poor
indeed.

As I just said, it will be difficuit work, and
I thin< to-day, as I did when my hion. friend
frorn Winnipeg North Centre (Mr. Woods-
wortb) rnoved bis resolution, that I rnight well
appeal to ail those who are interested in such
matters to study and consider the subjects
whioh are t6 be subrnitted Vo that conference.
They are questions of great interest Vo al
Canadians, and ahl Canadians should express
in one way or another what they feel &bout
thern, and do what they can Vo help my
right hion. friend the Prime Minister and bis


