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Mi. WILSON. What is your opinion ?

The 'MINISTER 0r' TIIADE AND COMI-
MERCE. «My opinion is that we rnust be
governed by the state of trade and the soce-
cess in developing aur winter port service.
That service is v ery pruîjerly regarded by
bath sides af the Flouse as a matter of very
considerable national importance, and al
these subsidies are for the purpose of aid-
ing and sustaining it. The bon. gentleman
knows very well that ports like Glasgow,
Dublin and Belfast are îîat merely consider-
ab>le cities, but tbey are centres af a iery
large population, and everything that con-
tributes ta bring Canadiani praducts inta
active consumption there is wortb a con-
siderable deal ta the people af Canada. That
is the chief reason wbich induced us ta
do tlîis, and the chief reason which, I sup-
pose, will iniduce the Hanse ta continue it.

Mr. SPROULE. Is the amounit ai trade
rapidly increasing at St. John 9

The 'MINISTER 0F TRADE AND COM-
MLERCE. It bas incereased very cansider-
ably. 0f course it will greatly depend an
the amalunt af grain that cames iarwvard.
Last year tbey did nat s.end as much as
the yenr before, but that was very largely
due ta the shortage ai the Arnerîcan cornî
crop whicli affected ail the varions lines ai
transport very materially. As a mile it
lias heen a very rapid increase during the
list four years at any rate.

Mr. SPROULE. Has the minister any
figures that wý%ould give an approximate est!-
mate af tHe quantity af grain liandled at
St. John ?

The MNINISTER 0F TRADE AND COMl-
M.,ERCE. I can obtain that for rny lion.
friend if lie wishes-does hoe mean by tbese
particular lunes or lu a general way ?

'-%r. SPROULE. I men from ail lines
that sal "fram that port.

The M.\INISTER 0F TRADI*> AND) COM.%-
MEJICE. Perlinps rny hon. friend (Hlon.
Mr. Blair) would knaw that.

Han. Mr. BLAIR. I cannai say îvhat the
exact arnount ai the trade la. I bave the
figures at borne, but I arn sorry I bave nat
tbem hiere at this marnent. The statemient
made by the M.Ninister ai Trade and Com-
merce is correct that last year ht feIl off,
but the year before ht was the largest we
bave bad, and the year befame that %%as
larger than the preceding year.

M r. SPROULE. 0f course that informa-
tion is af noa use whatever because it dloes
îîot indicate whetber tbere was 1,000,000
busheis or 50,0000,00. It is desirable that
we shouid k-now what advantage Is taken
af these winter parts especialIy !l the case
ai grain, for tbat mnust bave an important
bearin- on tbe future as to whetlier tlîis
grain can profitably be shipped by rail ta
St. John during tbe winter season.

MNr. WILSON. We sbould also knaov what
proportion went over the Intercolonial
Railway and wbat proportion went over
the Canadian Pacific Raiilvny ta St. John.
I bave been told by people wba auglht ta,
knaw tuai tbe Canadian Pacific Railiy lias
xîat been able ta carry grain ta the seaboaqrd
excepi at a lass and that ihen it ns used.
for ballastîng sbips tbat they liad ta fur-
nish cargo for. .The governent ouglit ta
ho able ta tell us wbetber that !s'true or nat.

The M.NINISTER 0F TRADE ANI) COM.\-
MERCE. The bon. gentleman is correct thuls
far ;ibat the Canadian Pacific Raiiway
bas probabiy carried tbe grain witbout prafit,
but I do not tbink it bas carried it at a downvi-
rigbt lass.

Mr. WILSON. I bave rny Information
Erom pretty gaod authority.

Tbe MINISTER 0F TRAT)E AND COMýN-
MERCE. Tbey are not very fond af thai
St. John lino and their views miay ho a
lîttle pessirnistic. I do not think tbey car-
ried it at a lass, but tbey certainly did not
mako a profit on i.

Mr. WILSON. The reasan (boy carried it

was ta furnish cargoes for the ships.

The MNINISTER 0F TRADE AND CO'M-
MERCE. Tbey bave ta mun cars ta St. John
and I suppose (bey want ballast for their
cars as well ais for their ships.

Mr. WILSON. Thero may bave been
some profit lu the sbipping part af it, but
the Infarmation I bave is (bat tboy made
a lass an the railway hauil.

The MINISTER 0F, TRAI)E AND'COMi\-
MERCE. I think ht is perfectly imue thoy
made no prafit.

Mr. WILSON. Can we got the quantities
c.arried by eacb af these railways ?

The MINISTER 0F TRADE AND COM3-
MERCE. I bave a record af the quantity
gaing forward in the varions steamsbip linos,
lbut I wouid have ta get the other informa-
tion frorn the Iniercolalal Railway, and alsa
fram the Canadian Pacific Railway, wbich,
ai course, is flot under ouiF contrai.

Mr. WILSON. WiIl you get the figures
for us ?

The. MINISTER 0F TRADE ANI) COMl\-
MiNERCE. Cetainly, if you wani tbem.
Thore w-I 13e an opportunity on tbe supple-
mentary ostimatos.

A hune or Unes of steamers ta mon dnring the
suinmer mon.ths between St. John, Halifax andl
London, and dnriug the winter rnths between
St. John and London direct and Halifax and
Landaun direct. $40.000.

Mir. N'JADE. With regard ta this item,
I may say thai in thé past the contrnct
bas heen gix-en ta the Furness-Withy Coin-
pany, and there have heen very seri-
ons comoplaints ns ta the manner in wbicli
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