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ber for Cornwall and Stormont (Air. Prin- tuency and ia the chief town of my countY
gle) what the policy of lie governrnt is in we bad a very strong dlaim for a public
regard te this matter. To say the Ieast of If, building, In that town the revenue derived
it is flot a businesslike way la the expenditure justified the erection of a public building,
of publie money, to select a littie town here but aithougli demands were made it was ai-
and there over the country and f0 spend ways refused by the bon. gentleman Irelin
$17,000 or $20,000 for a post office in it. If ilHalifax (Mr. Borden) and bis friends wben
It is a good p9licy for tbe fown of Alexan- they %vere iu power. I arn quite williiig f0
dria ln tbe public inferest of Canada, if is admit that there is greaf difficulty in satis-
a good policy I suppose for every other town fying the country witb regard to any policy
of like importance. I bave urged upon t li on this maffer. Mly bon. friend from Hall-
goverament during the pasf two sessions fax (".%r. Borden) has the greaf bo)nour of
that some definite principle sbould be ]nid 'living in a large city aud we expend bun-
down wvitb regard to public works 0f this [dreds of thousands of dollars, I migbft ai-
character. If is only riglit thaf the lul1IS- most say millious of dollars on public build-
fer sbould state wbat the policy of thée gov- ings lu tbaf city. We are askiug now for a
ernmenf is. Is if tbe polîcy of the govern- vote of $2.50,000 for a public building lu lis
meut fliat lu towns oif fbis size there shahl citv mid if wvill cosf a good deal more flian
be a public building cosfing $17,000 or $20,-j thaf before if is ready for occupation.
000 for a Post Office alIone. If if is nlof fie Thioseo0f us wbo represent rural constituen-
policy of the govrninnun, wliyr is a" oxoCîl oies lilce niy bon. friend from Southi Sirncoe
fion made in this case ? If it is fthe POlicY1 (ir. Lenuox) and myseif find thaf our peo-
of the governineuf, wbvy is thaf policy îlot pie are nof altogether iveli safistied fbaf al
carried out in regard to other toWns these large expendifures should l)e made

The INISEII F PULIC onic. l the city consfituencies. Whether that -:s
I cau remnember fbat for a great many years defensible or îîot from. every standpoinf, tle
wben lu opposition we demanded fromn fIe fact romains thaf every memiber iu this
Conservafive government f0 lkuow fîieir po- House from a rural consfituency, be lie
licy -iwith regard f0 tlîe ereofion of publîic Liberal or Conservafive. knows thaf bis
buildings. Probably, lu some cases we 'ire friends do take thiaf view, and fbeY look
flot as careful as ive miglit be fo avoid fol- for some recognition of this kiud. This is
lowing ftie example 0f our predecessors in one of the largest places lu the canstifu-
office. I said last niglif flat if we wenf eucy. It is au old establisbed, growing and
iiito this polioy of erectiug public buildings prosperous place. And fthe people feel that
at ail, tbe principle fown ln eacb of the in viîew of whaf bas taken place elsewbere.
counties bas a very sfrong dlaim. You cin they are enfitled f0 a public building. The
look ut fbe records since confederationan cosf of the building will be kepf wifbihn the

you ill ind ini preionsgovenin nts aont of fbe appropriation. If is not 1m'
have erected public buildings lu townsitetnf0skoraffbrvef cm
whlcb wouid compare very unfavourab]y plete this work.
witb tbe fown of Alexandria. Tbere may ybe Mr. BORDEN (Halifax). I Lope thaf my
sornetbiug lu wbaf my hou. friend fromn hou. friead did flot seriously put forward
Dundas (Air. Broder) says, that the govern- the proposition fliat because some previolis
ment Is perbaps everywbere saving i g governmnent made appropriations whicb
Expenditures of money by sfopping wbat nîigbt nof bc defended, tbat is any reply for
they consider f0 be unnecessary works hlm on this occasion.
lu the public interesf, and spending a very The MINISTER 0F PUBLIC WORKS.
small amount insfead. Wifb regard f0 fie Teei odda fhmnntr i
policy of tbe goverument at tbe present hrisagodelfhu nntren
time, I ar nfot in a position f0 announce nny mlan.
l)arficular change. Eacli application wiIl no Air. BORDEN (Halifax). My bon. friend's
doubt be considered upon ifs merifs. I're- stafement of the policy of the governument
vious governments baving erected public is a frank statement that tbey have no poiicy
buildings ail flirougli the various proviuces, ut ail beyond political exigencies. They have
those places wbicb bave not had a pub)lic no policy except f0 erect public buildings
building feel very mucli agrieved at wbat '%vherever they are demanded by polifical
fbey cali the injustice done tbern ln com- exigencies. That is a very frank stafemeuf
purison wifb oflier places. Tbat mile applies on tbé, part of my hon. friend. If is ex-
wbetber fbey are supporters of the govern- planation means anyfhing ut ahl it means
ment or not. My bon. friend from Soufth that whenever polifical pressure is brouglif
Simicoe (Mr. Lennox) says there is only one on the government,. the goverfiment will
tbing the government could spend rnoney on fake tbut into consideration aud expeud
Iu bis constltuency and tberefore lie wnnts public rnoney provided tbe pressure be only
a post office. That being the case in muny sfrong enougb. I do not think tbat that is
rural constitueucies they would uppreciate affer ahl a very bigli standard of public ad-
very rnuch If a nice public building were 1 niuisfrat ion. I do not know thaf rny bon.
erecfed lu the county town whicb fhey take friend would so regard if bimself. I amn nof
so nmch pride lu. I live in a rural consfi- criticising hlm personally, but thie policy and


