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travagance indicated in the management of the
Inflians of the North-West Territories. In my
opinion, looking ove- the expense of the departnent,
its efficiency could be increased and 100,(00) annu-
ally wviped off, I would not say froin the aniount
the Indians receive, but from the salaries of those
enployed to niake the distribution and to take
charge of Iidian affairs. I think it would be
altogether within the mark to say that $100,0K0
in salaries alone could he saved without at aIl
initerfering with the efficiency of the Department
of Indian Affairs. Vhen I , look at British
Columbia, it seems to mue that the manage-
ment there is even less eflicient and more
costly than it is in the North-West Territories.
In British Columbia the several officers in the
Indian Department cost $30,860. I do n ot think
there is any warrant for such a cost. If any hon.
gentleman will take the trouble of lookinig into
the report on Indian Affairs, he will find that the
commission which was established about 1874 or
1875 for setting out the Indian reserves, and which
it. w-as then thought would come to an end about
1S81 or 1882, as all the reserves, it was thought,
would then be set out, is existing to-day ; and that
the Indian l)epartment lias little or nothing to do
at present. Letuslook at the cost of the commission.
Nr. O'Reilly receives a salary of 83,5(W) a year. I
have looked at the services done and at the work
undertaken by the head office : and taking the
salaries of the chaiiiimien who were employed, you
can tell nearly how many days they were at work
by seeing low nmuch each( of thei received. The
full amount that all tihis cost is $3,026, aid the
parties in the offices were evidenitly employed less
than tive days during the year. Any lion. gentle-
man vIho will (aialysethe report -will see that that
isthe case. Takethenumber of chainmen and divide
the auit paid then by the ordinary -ages ofi
eaci main per day, and you vill find that less than
five days' enployment were given those men, andi
there is, therefore, no neeessity for keeping up that
coinissioi at present. Let me call attention toi
some of the agencies. Take the Kootenay agency.
You pay the agent a salary of 1,2'25, besides $420
travelling expenses and $248 office expenses, mak-
ing the total cost of the agency in salaries, travel-
ling, and office \expenses S2,893. What did that
Kootenay agency do in* return for this expendi-
ture? Let any lion. gentleman turn up part second
of the Indian Report, and lie will see for hinself.
It provided nothing for supplies, and distributed
implemeits to the value of$l130.68.

Mr. DEWDNEY. The industrial school.

Mr. MILLS (Rothwell). I ain leaviing out the
school altogether, because the schools are not under
the control of the agents but of their principals.
The agricultural implemients distributed cost
$130.68, the seei. grain distributed among the
destitute Indians cost $166.65, andi mnedicine.was
given to the amnount of $65.80, so that there were
distributed among the Indians $296.73 worth of
seed grain and ploughs and 865 worth of medicine,
for the work of distributing which we pay in
salaries to the agents $2,893. Let any lion. gentle-
man say whether there is any justification for such
an expenditure, and whether such an organization
has any other object for its existence than simply
to pension certain parties upon the public treasury.
I do not think it las. I think it is perfectly clear

Mr. MILLs (Bothwell).

that all this expenditura is sinply a charge upon
the public treasury whi ch mnight, without detri-
ment to the public service, be nearly if not altogether
dispensed with. Take the North-West Coast
agency. There was paid in salaries to agents,
$2,975.21 ; travelling expenses, 865065; andi oflice
expenses, $429.98, or in all 84,045.84. What was
done for this noney? What services did these
men performn in the public interest to w-hon this
money was paid ? They distributel 8193.50 among
the destitute Indians. They distributeti imple-
ments and seed grain, 5148.95, and they dosed the
Indians with S2,114 wortlh of muedicine. I anlot
going into details to see where these medicines
were purchasetd and from whon, but every ome
will see at once how preposterous suci a bill is. It
would be of sone use, possibly, to have given to
these Indlians 82,00) worth of food or provisions,
but to have given them iiistead pills and powders
and cataplasis and1 plasters to the value of 82,114
seems preposterous, and I think the lion. gentleman
hinself mumîst feel that it is an unwarrantable
charge on the public treasury. Then, if you take the
Kwahkewlth agency, I finîd wi-e pay to theagent there
81,2û0, besides $3 3.76 travelling expenses and S46
office expenîses, or in all $1,600. Vhat did lie do for
that? He paid out tothleschool $55.63, to destitute
Indians 202.21,and for medicine98. 78; so that for
the payment of alittle more than 8300 you are charg-
ing foi- salaries 81,6000. Then, whîen w-e comne to tie
Fraser agency, there is an agent at 1,200 ami assist-
ance at -47.50, travelling expenses -1S37.50, office ex-
penses %27.75, makinig a total of :1,412.75. The
school there costs $1,651.55, the provision foi- the
destitute Inîdians is 8777.49, for seed grain -332.65,
ani for medicines S1,941.17. In British Columrbia
the largest item, next to the salaries of the oticers of
the Indianu Brancli,is the charge for medicinîes sup-
plied for these Indians. Iii the Cowichîan agenicy,
the salary is t1.200, dhe wages of men employed in
the agency 8261, the travelling expenses $400, the
office expenses 8S213, or a total of $2,074. The
school there receives -68.94, the destitute Indians

)555.90, for implenents and seed grain the amomit
is 8106.35, and for medicines $491.81. So that
there the anoumt distributed amongst the Indians
is less tlhan half the amîtount distributed anongst
the white men for salaries, &c. In the West Coast
agency, salaries, office expenses and travelling
expenses foot up to 8 1,754. The school there re-
ceives $74, destitute Indian1s 5216, and fori medi-
cines 8230-. so, if you add the medicines and sehools
and destitute Indiai fuids together, that will
anount to about $500, and to distribute that $500
to the Indians you pay 81,754 in salaries and so on,
or three timiîes the amnount is paid to the w-iite
men in the forni of salaries than you give to the
Indians in the way of necessities and benevolences.
Then, in the Babine agency, the salary, wages,
travelling expenses and office expenses amount to
$2,386.52, the sichool there costs 523.28, for seedi
grain and implements there is paid $30.75, for
nedicine $259, and for the relief of destitute
Indians $723, so that you have still less than half
the amount distributed and paid over for the
benefit of the Indians than the amounit whieh is
paid in the form of salaries to white men in the
public service. In the Williams' Lake agency, the
salaries, wages, travelling expenses and office ex-
penses anount to $1,806, the seed grain and in-
pilemnts cost 5318.60, to destitute Inîdians $333,
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